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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. p. r. 


2 Tim. 1. 8 — 10. — ge not therefore aſhamed of the 


teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me his priſoner: 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 


goſpel, according to the power of God; who 
hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 


not according to our works, but according to his 


own purpoſe and grace, which was given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began; but is now 
made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath abcliſhed death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
goſpel. 


i i e u. 
Hiſtory of Moles. 31 


Exod, xxiv. 15—18,—And Moſes went up into 


the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. And 
the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, 
and 
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and the cloud covered it fix days: and the ſeventh 
day he called unto Moſes out of the midſt of the 
cloud. And the fight of the glory of the Lord 
was like devouring fire on the top of the mount, 
in the eyes of the children of Iſrael, And Moſes 
went into the midſt of the cloud, and gat him up 
into the mount: and Moſes was in the mount forty 


days and forty nights, 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 59 


Exod. xxxii. 1——4,—And when the people ſaw 


that Moſes delayed to come down out of the 
mount, the people gathered themſelves together 
unto Aaron, and faid unto him, Up, make us 
gods which ſhall go before us; for as for this 
Moſes, the man that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 
kim. And Aaron\ ſaid unto them, Break off the 
golden ear-rings which are in the ears of your 
wives, of your ſons, and of your daughters, and 
bring them unto me. And all the people brake 
off the golden ear-rings which were in their ears, 
and brought them unto Aaron, And he received 
them at their hand, and faſhioned it with a 

graving- 
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graving-tool, after he had made it a molten calf : | | 
and they ſaid, Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, which | 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. | 
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Hiſtory 91 


Exod. xxxili, 8 


11,—And it came to pals, | 
when Moſes went out unto the tabernacle, that | 
all the people roſe up, and ſtood every man at 

his tent-door, and looked after Moſes, until he | 
was gone into the tabernacle, And it came to 


paſs, as Moſes entered into the tabernacle, the | 
cloudy pillar deſcended, and ſtood at the door of | 
the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moſes. ſ 
And all the people ſaw the cloudy pillar ſtand at 4 
the tabernacle-door: and all the people roſe up 0 


and worſhipped, every man in his tent-door. And 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes face to face, as a man 
ſpeaketh unto his friend, 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 121 


Exod. xxxiii. 18.— And he ſaid, I beſeech thee, 
ſhew me thy glory. 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 147 


Exod. xxxiv 29, 30.— And it came to paſs when 
Moſes came down from mount Sinai, (with the 
two tables of teſtimony in Moſes' hand, when he 
came down from the mount) that Moſes wiſt not 
that the ſkin of his face ſhone, while he talked 
with him. And when Aaron and all the children 
of Iſrael ſaw Moſes, behold, the ſkin of his face 


ſhone, and they were afraid to come nigh him. 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 175 


Exod. xxxix. 42, 43.—-According to all that the 
Lord commanded Moſes, ſo the children of Iſrael 
made all the work. And Moſes did look upon all 
the work, and behold, they had done it as the 
Lord had commanded, even ſo had they done it: 
and Moſes bleſſed them. | 
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Numb. xx. 23 
Moſes and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coaſt of 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 197 


Exod. xl. 17, 34—38.---And it came to paſs in 

the firſt month, in the ſecond year, on the firſt 
day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared 
up. Then a cloud covered the tent of the con- 
gregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. And Moſes was not able to enter 
into the tent of the congregation, becauſe the 
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle, And when the cloud was 
taken up from over the tabernacle, the children 
of Iſrael went onward in all their journeys. But 
if the cloud were not taken up, then they jour- 
neyed not, till the day that it was taken up, For 
the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by 
day, and fire was on it by night, in the fight 
of all the houſe of Iſrael, throughout all their 
Journeys. 
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Hiſtory of Aaron. 229 


4 


29.—And the Lord ſpake unto 


the land of Edom, ſaying, Aaron ſhall be ga- 
thered 
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thered unto his people: for he ſhall not enter 
11 into the land which I have given unto the chil- 
\ dren of Iſrael, becauſe ye rebelled againſt my 
word at the water of Meribah, Take Aaron and 
Eleazar his ſon, and bring them up unto mount 


| Hor: and ſtrip Aaron of his garments, and put 
| | them upon Eleazar his ſon: and Aaron ſhall be 
gathered unto his people, and ſhall die there, 
And Moſes did as the Lord commanded : and 
they went up into mount Hor, in the fight of ali 
the congregation. And Moſes ſtripped Aaron of 


his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
ſon; and Aaron died there in the top of the 
mount. And Moſes and Eleazar came down 
from the mount, And when all the congregation 
ſaw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for 
Aaron thirty days, even all the houſe of Iſrael, 
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Hiſtory of Aaron. 257 
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Hiſtory of Balaam. 341 ; 
2 Pet. ii. 15, 16.-—Theſe—are gone aſtray, fol- } } 
257 lowing the way of Balaam, the ſon of Boſor, who | 
loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs, But was re- | 
buked for his iniquity : the dumb aſs, ſpeaking N 
with man's voice, forbad the madneſs of the 4 
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i 
L E C- 
E Ce 


C — oe 


— was 4 
1 OT" — -_ 
ey 
P 


X FK. 


Ee my. 


2 Hiſtory of Balaam. 373 


Numb. xxii. 21.—And Balaam roſe up in the morn- 
ing, and ſaddled his aſs, and went with the 
Princes of Moab, 
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Hiſtory of Balaam. 401 


2 Pet, ii. I5, 16,---T heſe---are gone aſtray, follow- 

ing the way of Balaam, the fon of Boſor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs, But was re- 
buked for his iniquity: the dumb aſs, ſpeaking 
with man's voice, forbad the madneſs of the 
prophet, 
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Hiſtory of Balaam. 429 


Numb. xxiii. 10.---Who can count the duſt of 
Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of 
Iſrael? Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like his ! 
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Hiſtory of Balaam. 435 


Rev. ii. 14.---But J have a few things againſt thee, 

becauſe thou haſt there them that hold the doctrine 
of Balaam, who taught Balak to caſt a ſtum- 
bling-block before the children of Iſrael, to eat 
things ſacrificed unto idols, and to commit for- 
nication, 
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BE NOT THOU THEREFORE ASHAMED OF THE 
TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD, NOR OF ME HIS 
PRISONER: BUT BE THOU PARTAKER OF THE 
AFFLICTIONS OF THE GOSPEL, ACCORDING TO 
THE POWER OF GOD; WHO HATH SAVED US, 
AND CALLED US WITH AN HOLY CALLING, 
NOT ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS, BUT AC- 
CORDING TO HIS OWN PURPOSE AND GRACE, 
WHICH WAS GIVEN US IN CHRIST JESUS, BE- 
FORE THE WORLD BEGAN ; BUT IS NOW MADE 
MANIFEST BY THE APPEARING OF OUR SA- 
VIOUR JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH ABOLISHED 
DEATH, AND HATH BROUGHT LIFE AND 
IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT THROUGH THE 


7 GOSPEL, 

Z FE RY diſpenſation of the Divine 
A Providence ſeems to be the baſis, 
and the preparation of a farther diſplay 
of wiſdom and goodneſs. The laſt diſ- 

Vor. IV. B covered 


2 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 


LECT. covered purpoſe of the Eternal Mind, is 
— the continuation, the extenſion, and the 


improvement of that which immediately 
preceded it; and the glory hitherto diſ- 
played in the ways and works of God, 
however excellent, is haſtening to loſe 
itſelf in © a far more exceeding and eter- 


nal weight of glory” yet to be revealed. 


Periods of immeaſurable, incomprehen- 
fible duration had flowed, before this fair 
and majeſtic frame of Nature was called 
into exiſtence. For we read of a purpoſe 
of grace formed and given, © before the 
world began;” and of “a kingdom 
prepared from the foundation of the 
** world:” of an election made, and of 
eternal life promiſed, of God who can- 
not lie, before the foundation of the 


„world.“ Who can tel] what Syſtems 
have preceded that which now exiſts? 
We know from Scripture, that one more 
glorious is to ſucceed it. According 
to his promiſe, we look for new hea- © 
4 d h, wherein dwelleth | 

vens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
* righteouſneſs.*” And who can tell, 


® 2 Pet. iii. 125 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 3 


What future Syſtems may ariſe, in end. LECT. 


leſs progreſſion ? As well might the flut- 
tering inſett, which was born in the 
morning and periſhes at night, preſume 

to dive into the ages beyond the flood, 

or with bold, adventurous wing, attempt 

to ſoar into the heaven of heavens, and 

declare the wonders of the world of 

ſpirits. 


But though Syſtem may ſucceed Syl- 
tem, though Diſpenſations change, one 
thing is immutable, the gracious pur- 
* poke of him who worketh all things 
* after the counſel of his own! will.” One 
great object was kept in view before 
the world began; is ſtill kept in view, 
through the whole extent of its dura- 
tion; and 1s to be purſued through the 
endleſs ages of eternity. Do you need, 
Chriſtian, to be told what it is? — The 
ſalvation of the world by Chriſt Jeſts. It 
is a little thing to ſay, that Abraham ſaw 
His day afar off: that of Him Moſes 
wrote, Iſaiah propheſied, David ſung, 
and Paul preached. © Theſe things the 

B 2 * Angels 
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4 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


LECT. © Angels deſire to look into.” On this 
—— exalted theme, the everlaſting counſels 


of peace revolved ; to mature them, the 
powers of heaven and earth were ſhaken; 
and to bring them to their conſumma- 
tion, a new Creation ſhall expand infinite 
ſpace, and a ſucceſſion of ages that are 
never, never to expire. Placed at what- 
ever point in this immenſe ſphere, our 
eyes are ſtill attracted to the glorious 
Centre, from which all light and life, 
and joy iſſue; and in whole light every 


inferior orb revolves and ſhines. 


The Epiſtle of the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, from which I have taken 
the ſubject of this diſcourſe, is addreſſed 
10 Timothy, whom he tiles his © dearly 


beloved ſon in the goſpel,” and who 


had been ordained firſt Biſhop of the 
church of the Epheſians. Paul himſelf 
was at that time a priſoner at Rome, and 
totally uncertain reſpetting the iſſue of 
a cauſe which affected his life, before the 
Imperial court. What mercy, what 
juſtice was to be expetted from ſuch a 

prince 


INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 5 


prince as Nero the monſter who could L ECT. 
fire his country, ſhed the blood of his —. — 


virtuous preceptor, and deſtroy his own 
mother? But we behold, in the pri- 
ſoner, a ſpirit much exalted above the 
fear of a tyrant, a mind prepared for the 
worſt that could befal him, and ex- 
preſſing anxiety, not about perſonal 
ſafety, but about the ſucceſs of the goſ- 
pel, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of a beloved 
diſciple. He ſolemnly charges that diſ- 
ciple not to ſuffer himſelf to be one 
moment ſhaken in the faith, by the per- 
ſecution to which the cauſe of Chriſt had 
expoſed himſelf, or the ills which he 
might ſtill be called to endure for the 
teſtimony of Jeſus. And, to enforce his 
charge, he ſuggeſts a view of the goſpel, 
which eclipſes all created glory, © ſtills 
the enemy and the avenger,” plucks 
from death his ſting, and robs the grave 
of its boaſted victory. He repreſents 
Timothy and himſelf as engaged in a 


cauſe, which the great God himſelf, be- 


fore all worlds, regarded as of ſuperior 
importance, and made peculiarly his 
B 2 own; 
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6 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 


own; which “at ſundry. times and in 
e divers manners” He diſcloſed, and 
which at length, © by the appearing of 
e our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, He made 
* manifeſt” to all men. Paul glories in 
the idea of being a worker together with 
God in this generous deſign ; in his ap- 
pointment to the office of *a preacher, 
and an apoſtle, and a teacher of the 
* Gentiles,” in the great myſtery of god- 
lineſs; in diſplaying and diſpenſing to 
a guilty periſhing world, the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt—who had © abo- 
e liſhed death, and brought life and im- 
* mortality to light through the goſpel.” 


In tracing the hiſtory of the Patri- 
archs who lived both before and ſince the 
flood, from Adam to Abraham, and from 
Abraham to Moſes, we have endea- 
voured to point out this unity of deſign, 
this ſteadineſs of co-operation, this pro- 
greſs of diſcovery. By whatever name 
the typical perſon 1s deſigned, Patriarch, 
Prophet, High-Prieſt, under the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation ; whatever be the 

« deſigna- 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 7 


deſignation of the miniſtring ſervant, LECT. 
under the New, Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, 
Paſtor, or Elder, the office, and the end 

ol the inſlitution is one and the ſame—to 

1 declare the Son of God, the Saviour of 
men, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 
till all come in the unity of the faith, 

Z © and of the knowledge of the Son of 

© God, unto a perfect man, unto the 


* meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
* « Chriſt.“ * 


"xj 
3 Borne down the current of Divine Re- | 
> velation, we have arrived with Iſrael at 1 
3 the mountain that burned with fire, and, : 
> at awful diſtance, with trembling eyes, | 
> beheld its ſummit involved in clouds, 5 


> clothed in terror; and with wonder and 
joy contemplated the cloud diſperſing, 
the thunder ceaſing, the terrour done a- 
way, and Mount Sinai transformed into 
Mount Zion. Whatever farther progrels 
we make, in whatever direction we pro- 


* Eph. iv. 13. 


r 
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LECT. ceed, we ſhall find this exceeding high 
Wn re mountain ſtill in view ; and, whether un- 
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8 1TNTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


der the conduct of the leader and com- 
mander of Iſrael, or of the Champion of 
Chriſtianity, we are equally led by“ one” 
and the ſame © ſpirit” in © one hope” to 
* one Lord, one faith, one God and Fa- 
ther of all, who is above all, and through 
*« all, and in all.““ 


We ſhall endeavour to connect our 
paſt and following courſe of Lettures, by 
the view here preſented to us by the A- 
poſtle, of the plan of Providence in the 
redemption of the world ; and the ex- 


ecution of it, © by the appearing of our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” And you will 
be pleaſed to obſerve, 


I. It is God's own purpoſe. The con- 
trivance, the diſcovery, the progrels, the 
' accompliſhment, all, all is from heaven. 
In what relates to this world, in what 
contributes to the ſuſtentation and com- 


* Eph. iv. 5. 6. 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 9 


fort of a tranſient life, human ſagacity, I. LC T. 
ingenuity and induſtry may challenge a 


little praiſe. Men ſoon invented and im- 
proved the neceſſary, uſeful, and orna- 
mental arts. They ſoon learned to build 
cities, to work in braſs and iron, to 
handle the harp and organ.” But their 
dexterity, addreſs, perſeverance, and ſuc- 
ceſs, in the purſuit of periſhable intereſts, 
form an humiliating contraſt with their 
aukwardneſs, indolence, inattention, and 
incapacity in their higher, their ſpiritual 
and everlaſting concerns. Wile in trifles, 
or to do evil, how'to do good they find 
not. The experiment was permitted to 
be fully made. It was proved how far the 
powers of nature could go. Egypt, Al- 
ſyria, Greece, Rome, improved one upon 
another; and what was the reſult 2? © The 


world by wiſdom knew not God.“ 


„They became vain in their imagin— 
* ations, and their fooliſh heart was dark- 
* ened. Profeſling themſelves to be wile, 
* they became fools; and changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God, into an 
* image made hke to corruptible man, 

and 


10 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 


© and to birds, and four-footed —_ 
and creeping things.”* 


os 


To increaſe our wonder and mortifica+ 
tion ; when God's purpoſe of mercy was 


declared, when his method of ſalvation 


was revealed, men were {low of heart 
* to believe.“ They © reſiſted the Holy 
« Spirit ;” Chriſt © came to his own and 
* his own received him not.” The diſ- 
ciples themſelves underſtood not, believ- 
ed not © what the prophets had ſpoken.” 
No wonder then that the dottrine of the 
crols was © to the Jews a ſtumbling- 
© block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs.” 
Here then is @ purp2/e, which, not only, is 
not of man's forming, but which man u- 
niformly and violently oppoſed. In other 


caſes, we behold the Wiſdom of God 


blending itſelf with human counſels ; di- 
recting, ſubduing them to its determin- 
ation; and the great God graciouſly con- 
deſcending to divide his glory with the 
creature. But if there be a deſign more 


* Rom. i. 22, 23. 
pecu- 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 11 


peculiarly 41s, from which he claims un- 
divided - praiſe, which was not, which 
could not be of man, nor © according to 
* our works,” it is this, the gracious de- 
ſign of © ſaving them that believe, by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 


II. This leads us forward to obſerve, 
That, as the work of redemption is IE Ho- 
VAH'S own peculiar purpoſe, ſo, it is a pur- 
pole of grace. The thoughts of © the Fa- 
ther of Spirits” are unfolded, and they 
are © thoughts of peace.” Tranſporting 
view! Behold the Greateſt and moſt Glo- 
rious of all Beings, employing Himſelf in 
deviſing the means of doing good, of 
communicating happineſs, of relieving 
the miſerable; and forming a ſcheme of 
benevolence which extends from eternity 
to eternity, and comprehends innumer- 
able myriads of rational beings reſtored, 
recovered from ignorance, from guilt, 
from miſery, to wiſdom, to holineſs, to 
perfe& and exalted felicity. Bleſſed pur- 
ps! The formation of Man, the creation 
of an Univerſe are only parts of it. Man 


Was 


12 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


LECT. was formed, that he might be redeemed ; 


I 


ua ſent into this world to be prepared for 


* heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus.” The 
firmament was expanded, adorned, light- 
ed up, to witneſs the diſplay of © the ex- 
e ceeding riches of the grace of God; in 
© his kindneſs towards us through Chriſt 
* Jeſus;” and every ſucceſſive opening of 
the plan of Providence, 1s only a new 
diſcovery, a more endearing expreſſion of 
the love of Chriſt, © which paſſeth know- 
* ledge;” of © the peace of God, which 
* paſſeth all underſtanding.” Think O 
guilty man, think O my ſoul, what a 
purpoſe of juſtice, think what a purpoſe 
of wrath would have been. Had © God 
* ſent his Son into the world to condemn 
* the world!“ The ſpirit fails at the 
dreadful thought. Behold an inſulted God 
deſcending to confound the pride and 
preſumption of the builders of Babel, and 


mark their ſpeedy diſperſion. Behold a 


righteous God, deſcended on a purpoſe 
of fiery indignation againſt polluted So- 
dom, and conſider, in trembling ſilence, 
the ſmoke of her torment aſcending up to 

heaven. 
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; INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 13 
heaven. Behold a whole world of ungod- 
Z ly men, overwhelmed with the waters of 
a aa deluge, and learn how dreadful, how 
* = inconceivably dreadful a deliberate pur- 
peoſe of vengeance is. And, when you have 
4 7 pondered it well, reflect with wonder, 
- i gratitude and delight, that © God ſo lov- 
n ed the world, that he gave his only be- 
4 gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
f Z *© him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
2 1 laſting life:“ * that Chriſt came to ſeek 
and to ſave that which was loſt. Again, 
_ III. This purpoſe of God, this purpoſe 
? grace was formed, before the world 
Ker. H ſes are ſeeble, fluc- 
I egan. Human purpoſes are feeble, fluc 
' 8 tuating, unenlightened ; obſtructed by 
| unforeſeen events, they are conſtrained 
to change their direction, and to aſſume 
Z anew form. The imperfect work which, 
> through many difficulties, is at length ex- 
ceecuted, bears no manner of reſemblance 
4 to the original deſign. Man performs 
what he may, becauſe he cannot eſſect 


* John iii. 16. 
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roſe” T. what he would. He is governed by cir 

wa Ccumitances over which he has no power. 
But the diſtinctions of paſt and future 
vaniſh away from before the eye of God. 
There can be no difficulty in the way of 
almighty power, nothing concealed from 
the view of omniſcience. The duration 
of a world ſhrinks into a ſingle moment 
before Him who is“ from everlaſting to 
* everlaſting.” Contingency and chance 
can have no effect on the counſels of him 
* who ſeeth the end from the begining,” 
and faith, * my counſel ſhall ſtand, and I 
* will fulfil all my pleaſure.” 


Chriſtianity as old as the creation! It 
boaſts a much more ancient date. The 
creation 1s of yeſterday ; the world 18 not 
yet fix thouſand years old; but Chriſtian- 

ity is of the eſſence of God himſelf. It 
bears date, of old, even from everlaſt- 

* ing.” © This pure river of water of life,” 

proceeds out of the throne of God, who 

dwells in inacceſſible light. Imagination 

wearies itſelf, thought is loſt, in tracing it 

up to its ſource. Bleſs the Lord, O my 

foul, 


CO g 
* 
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ſoul, who from eternity, in the greatneſs LE £0 
of his might, in the plenitude of his good- wy 
*Z neſs, in the incomprehenſibility of his wiſ- 
dom, condeſcended to fix the bounds of 
thy habitation, to arrange the events of 
thy mortal exiſtence, to prepare thy place 
in the heavenly manſions ; who “ be- 
fore the world began,” ſurveyed with 
complacency and delight his own benevo- 
| lent deſign, his own glorious work, the | 
Univerſe which he was about to ſpeak | 
into being, the bit of clay he was to faſhi- 
on into a man, the immortal ſpirit which 
his breath was to inſpire, the needy periſh- 


ing wretch whom his mercy was to re- | 
deem. But | 1 


IV. The bleſſed Author of this gra- 
cious, everlaſting purpoſe, has revealed 
and beſtowed it, in his own way. He 
* hath ſaved us,” © not according to our 
* works,” nor in the way of our own wil- 
dom—It is given us in Chriſt Jeſus. From 
the formation of the merciful plan of ſal- 
vation to its conſummation in glory, the 
neceſſity of a Mediator is never for a 
ſingle 


16 


ſingle moment left out of view. His 
name, like a ſweet perfume, is wafted on 
the wings of every wind. Survey the 
world of nature, through all its vaſt ex- 
tent, and in its minuteſt particle, and we 
behold the omnitfic © WORD by whom all 
things were made, and without whom 
nothing was made, that is made.” 
He alſo © upholdeth all by the word of 
* his power;” © all power is given unto 
* Him in heaven and in earth.” Open the 
hiſtory of redemption at whatever page, 
and it ſtill unfolds the mercy of God 
tbroughChriſt Jeſus our Lord. Conducted 
of the Spirit back to the eternal days of 
uncreated light, admitted to the delibera- 
tions of the councils of peace, we hear the 
Son of God proclaim, © I am Alpha,” 
* the beginning.” 
joyful hope to the day when he ſhall 
* make all things new; the ſame voice 
{till proclaims, © I am Omega,” © the end- 
ing, © who was, and is, and is to come.” 
Search the ſcriptures. Conſult the pro- 
phets; to him they © all give witneſs.” 
Meditate the promiſes; © all the promiſes 

cc of 
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* of God, in him are yea and in him LECT, 


amen, unto the glory of God.” Ex- 
amine the record; © this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life; 
He that 
* hath the Son, hath life: and he that 
« hath not the Son of God, hath not 
life.“ “ Conſider the miniſtration of 
angels; the covenant of promiſe © was 
* ordained by angels, in the hand of a 
Mediator. Hearken to a voice from 
the moſt excellent Glory: © this is my 
* beloved Son, in whom I am well 
„ pleaſed, hear him.” All is light and 
glory; but not a ſingle ray of light is 
tranſmitted through any medium but this. 
All is grace—free, ſovereign grace ; but 
there is not one intimation given, not 
one att of favour conferred, but through 
the © one Mediator between God and 
* man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus.” To him 
let every knee bow, to him every tongue 


_ confeſs, of things in earth and things in 


heaven. What ſaith the ſcripture ? © He 


* John V. II, 12: 
Vol. IV. C 


66 putteth 
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ſingle moment left out of view. His 
name, like a ſweet perfume, is wafted on 
the wings of every wind. Survey the 
world of nature, through all its vaſt ex- 
tent, and in its minuteſt particle, and we 
behold the omnific © WORD by whom all 
things were made, and without whom 
* nothing was made, that is made.” 
He alſo © upholdeth all by the word of 
* his power;” © all power is given unto 
Him in heaven and in earth.” Open the 
hiſtory of redemption at whatever page, 
and it ſtill unfolds the mercy of God 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Conducted 
of the Spirit back to the eternal days of 
uncreated light, admitted to the delibera- 
tions of the councils of peace, we hear the 
Son of God proclaim, © I am Alpha,” 
the beginning.” Carried forward in 
joyful hope to the day when he ſhall 
* make all things new; the ſame voice 
{till proclaims, © I am Omega,” © the end- 
e ing,” © who was, and is, and is to come.” 
Search the ſcriptures. Conſult the pro- 
phets; to him they © all give witneſs.” 
Meditate the promutes ; © all the promiſes 

| cc of 
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: * of God, in him are yea and in him LECT, 
= © amen, unto the glory of God.“ Ex- 3 
amine the record; © this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life; 
and this life is in his Son, He that 
* hath the Son, hath life: and he that 
te hath not the Son of God, hath not 
life.“ Conſider the miniſtration of 
angels; the covenant of promiſe © was 
* ordained by angels, in the hand of a 
Mediator. Hearken to a voice from 
the moſt excellent Glory: © this is my | 
* beloved Son, in whom I am well | 
* pleaſed, hear him.” All is light and 
glory; but not a ſingle ray of light is 
tranſmitted through any medium but this. 
All is grace—free, ſovereign grace ; but 
there is not one intimation given, not 
one att of favour conferred, but through 
the © one Mediator between God and 


„%% ² o·˙  ® 


8 A ? ö n 1 us « # . aA. 4 7 * n et 5 4 | 55 
nn 7 y * E's A "ta." FE as? „ =” C r r EIS 
e „Ä WF. dd E 3 IE 1 wo d Ws N 1 n A 6 3 1 2 * Wo. N . Yr" 72 r ns, 43 

„ . . . Ie RS LE od ns Ne ; 11 
- 0 Y N 4 4 a ME 5 =, L A 8 e >» 5 * 8 8 80 1 * 5 3 49 5 { 
. Oe ES, 9 bus 32s 3 Ae Ia ET ̃ —Pn—ñ Ce Ge ER F 
1 - N 0 7 " 1 1 * \ * 5 1 * - * "© 
> : . - Fi 5 © 4 | - , 


gm—__ w- 


> * man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus.” To him 
; let every knee bow, to him every tongue 
, confeſs, of things in earth and things in 


heaven. What ſaith the ſcripture ? © He 


* John v. 11, 12: 
Vor. IV. C * putteth 


Yo 
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LECT. „ putteth no truſt in his ſaints, and his 

angels he chargeth with folly.” Is not 
this a plain declaration, that the higheſt 
and holieſt of created beings, are imper- 
fett and dependent; that they ſtand in 
need of a Mediator and Advocate in or- 
der to their acceptance with a holy God ? 
And is it not for this reaſon, that, when 
he bringeth in the Firſt-begotten into 
« the world, he ſaith and let all the angels 
of God worſhip him p' At being the 
fundamental] law of God's everlaſting king- 
dam, before the world was, and after it 
ſhall be burnt up, and paſs away, with all 
that 1t contains ; under Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles ; under the legal, and 
under the evangelical Diſpenſation; under 
the dominion of grace, and in glory; on 
earth and in heaven, — That there ſhould 
be accels to, hope in, and acceptance with 
God, for men and for angels, onlythrough 
the Son of his love, the Eternal Word 


which made and ſupports all things. 


V. In conformity with this glorious 
purpoſe and grace in Chriſt Jeſus, what 
hath 


lat 


th 
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of its great © Author,” worthy of the 
glorious © Finiſher of our faith.” His 
appearing hath made it manifeft.—The 
ckareſt-ſi ghted of the Prophets, like the 
blind man only half reſtored to viſion, 
ſaw men but as trees walking, but now, 
under the Goſpel, the dulleſt and moſt 
deſpiſed among believers, ſees every thing 
plainly : he ſees the eternal purpoſe of 


God, written in characters which he can 


model with the ſtructure, and finds the 
tabernacle erected in the plain, the per- 
lect counterpart of the pattern delivered 
in the mount He finds the ſcriptures 
fulfilled, the predictions verified, the 
types explained, realized, juſtified; all 
things finiſhed in, and by the Lord Chriſt. 


What hath been executed? He hath 
aboliſhed death, that hated, hideous ſpectre, 
through fear of whom, the fallen poſte- 
rity of Adam are ©.ſubje& to bondage.” 
He. hath reſtrained the power, put an end 
C 2 to 


hath been executed ? Every thing worthy EE 5 T 
of a deſign ſo grand, every thing worthy wy— 


read and underſtand; he compares the 
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LECT. to the dominion, annihilated the exiſt» 
| —— ence of the king of terrours. Through 
| fin Death gained admiſſion into the 
world; in fin his empire is founded; by 
ſin he is armed with a mortal ſting. By the 
| great Propitiation for fin he is baniſhed 
thence, his reign 1s terminated, his ſting 
is plucked out. Aſk that fickly, pining 
creature, What it would be to have the 
diſeaſe which is perceptibly preying upon 
his vitals, aboliſhed? Ak that dejected 
priſoner of deſpair, What it would be to 
x have his debt diſcharged, and the writ of 
his confinement aboliſhed? Aſk the 
wretch condemned, What it would be to 
have the fatal hand-writing of judgment 
that is againſt him aboliſhed ?—And let 
the anſwers you would receive, convey, 
as well as they can, a ſenſe of the obli- 
gation under which we he, to Him who 
hath done away the deadly plague which 
waſtes, which threatens, which deſtroys 
the foul; to Him, who hath paid the 
enormous debt * to the uttermoſt far- 
thing, purchaſed a releaſe, ſet open 
the priſon doors; to Him who hath can- 
celled 
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celled the awful ſentence of a righteous L __ T. 
God, © nailing it to his croſs.” He hat 


aboliſhed death, with all the wo that leads 
to it, all the dreaded wo that is in it, all 
the more tremendous wo that ſucceeds: 
fickneſs and pain, anguiſh and old age; 
the bitter pang that rends aſunder the 
body and the ſpirit; the hell that fol- 
lows. And by what wonderful means, 
hath all this been effected? „ through 
e death” he has deſtroyed © him that 
* had the power of death.” Into his 
own ſnare the deceiver has fallen; by his 
own weapons the enemy has been diſ- 
armed ; his own triumph hath proved his 
ruin. O death, where is thy ſting? 
* O grave, where is thy victory? The 
* ſting of death is fin; and the ſtrength 
* of fin is the law. But thanks be to 
„God, which giveth us the victory, 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


What hath been executed? He hath 
brought life and immortality to light. It 1 


* x; Cor. xv. 55; 56, 57. 


C 3 more 
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more than flattering hope or fond deſire : 
it is more than the ſpeculation of a phi- 
loſophic mind, or the preſumptuouſneſs 
of reaſoning pride: it is more than patri- 
archal confidence, or the dawning light 
of Moſaic revelation. It is deſire warrant- 
ed, and hope ſupported, by facts: it is 
reaſon juſtified and confirmed by de- 
monſtration : it is the morning light of 
promiſe, advanced to the perfett day of 
diſcovery and accompliſhment. © He 
* that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, 
5e ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, 
* by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. *” 
For if ve believe that Jeſus died, and 
* role again, even fo them alſo which 
* ſleep in Jefus will God bring with 
him.“ This is not the cold peradven- 
ture of a ſage, ſaying, If in this J err, 
* I willingly err:” but the bleſſed aſ- 
ſurance of an apoſtle, ſaying, © I know 
* whom I have believed, and I am per- 


* ſuaded that he is able to keep that 


* Rom. viii. 11. 


+ Theſſ. iv. 14. 
e which 
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„ which I have committed unto him I. ECT. 
e againſt that day.!“ I am now ready 


to be offered, and the time of my de- 
„ parture 1s at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
J have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
* righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
cc righteous Judge {hall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them alſo that love his appearing.” + 


And can it be neceſſary to enquire, Who 
cauſed this light to anſe? Who re- 
moved the vall, and diſclofed the hidden 
glories of eternity ? What power could 


tune the human tongue to ſuch raptures, 


and inſpire a mortal breaſt with ſuch 
holy and triumphant joy ?—© God is 
© the Lok, which hath ſhewed us 
light.“ —It is, © the Revelation of Jeſus 
& Chriſt, who ſheweth to his ſervants 
* things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs.” 


* 2 Tim. i. 12. 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 


C 4 cc By 


LECT, 
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“By the Goſpel life and immortality are 
brought to light;” © Even the myſtery 
“ which hath been hid from ages, and 
« from generations, but now is made 
* manifeſt to his ſaints: To whom God 
e would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of this myſtery among the 
« Gentiles ; which 1s Chriſt in you, * 
hope of glory '* 


—Learn hence, the folly and danger of 
all oppoſition to the plans of eternal Pro- 
vidence. © He is wiſe in heart, and mighty 
in ſtrength :-who hath hardened himſelf 
* againſt Him, and hath proſpered? 
* Why do the heathen rage, and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing? The kings 
© of the earth ſet themſelves, and the rul- 
* ers take counſel together, againſt the 
© LorD, and againſt his anointed, ſay- 
ing, Let us break their bands aſunder, 
* and caſt away their cords from us. He 


e that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh: 


* Cal. i. 26, 29. 
f Job. ix. 4. 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 25 


„the LORD ſhall have them in deriſion. 
« Yet have I ſet my king upon my holy 
“ hill of Zion. Aſk of me, and I ſhall 
give thee the heathen for thine mherit- 
ace, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
« earth for thy poſſeſſion.“! “ If this 


„ counſel, or this work, be of men, it 


* ill come to nought : but if it be of 
© God, ye cannot overthrow it; leſt 
e haply ye be found even to fight againſt 
“God. f © Venly I ſay unto you, till 
* heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one 
© tittle ſhall in no ways paſs from the law, 
© till all be fulfilled. T Wo be to him 
* who ſtriveth with his Maker.“ Sinner, 
learn wiſdom in time; ceaſe from the ru- 
inous contention ; it is hard for thee to 
* kick againſt the pricks; thou art 


wounding, deſtroying only thyſelf. © Kiſs 


the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh 
* from the way, when his wrath is kindled 


* Pf. ii. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8. 
t Adds v. 38, 39. 


3 Matt. v. 18. 
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26 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


© but a little. Bleſſed are all _ that 
put their truſt in him.“ Wan 


— be of good ne *in 
« patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls.” God 
will ſupport and vindicate the cauſe that 
is his own. His truth and faithfulneſs, 
evinced by the interpoſition of ages paſt, 
are a full ſecurity for his care and attenti- 
on through ages to come. Time, which 
impairs all things elſe, gives ſtability, 
force and effect to the purpoſes of Hea- 
ven. The diſſolution of the frame of na- 
ture, is the conſummation of the work of 
redemption. As the writings of Moſes are 
an improvement upon the traditional 
knowledge of the antediluvian world ; 
and as the Goſpel is an improvement up- 
on the Law and the Prophets, fo, © ac- 
* cording to his promiſe,” we look for a 
new Economy, which ſhall be an im- 
provement upon, and an extenſion, con- 
firmation and accompliſhment of the 


goſpel diſpenſation. 


* Pal. ii. 12. 
Learn 
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earn to aſpire after the honour and LECT. 
happineſs of working together with Gd 


in forwarding this gracious deſign. It is 
the glory of the moſt exalted of all be- 
| ings; and therefore, ſurely, deſervedly 
claims the employment of the nobleſt 
powers of man. What heart would not 
rejoice in putting forth a helping hand 
towards rearing this bleſſed fabrick, were 
it but to drive a'pin, or faſten a cord. 
Remember, that careleſſneſs here is high- 
ly criminal ; that to fit ſtill, is not only 
robbing yourſelf of the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſure, and declining the higheſt ho- 
nour-of which your nature is capable, but 
is, at the ſame time, the higheſt inſult to 
your Creator, and the moſt certain means 
of incurring his diſpleaſure. Look a- 
round you, and obſerve theſe myriads of 
your fellow creatures, leſs favoured of 
Heaven than you are, conſider themwell, 
and be to them in the place of God. Ex- 
tend to them that compaſſion, which the 


Father of mercies hath extended toward 


thee, 
8 


See, 
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LECT. See, my Brothers, they are deformed, 
= Giſcafed in body; they are diſtreſſed in 


e one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh.“ * 


to the deaf, the faculty of ſpeech to the 
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— ery > 
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their circumſtances; they are grieved in 
mind; alas, they are dead in treſpaſſes 
* and ſins!” Loſt to God, loſt to all the 
valuable purpoſes of exiſtence, better for 
them they had never been born. But 
yet they are your brethren ; they are ſuſ- 
ceptible of pleaſure and pain like you; 
the ſame ſun enlightens them; the goſpel 
aims at relieving them as well as you; 
the ſame God created, and ſuſtains, and 
cares for you both. Have pity upon 
them; ſtrive to reſtore them to peace 
with themſelves, to peace with the world, 
to peace with God, It is not the will 
* of your Father which is in heaven, that 


— “ Jeſus, thou Son of David, have 
* mercy upon them.“ Let the purpoſe of = 
grace comprehend them, even them alſo. 


Son of God, who didſt reſtore agility 
to the lame, fight to the blind, hearing 


F Mat. xviii. 14. 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 29 


dumb, life to the dead; and who giveſt 


in wiſdom to the wiſe, —thou ſhalt renovate 
in all things, thou ſhalt aboliſh death, and 
es point out the path of life! O, I ſhall 
10 bleſs thee with tranſports of joy ineffable, 
Ir in the day when the powers of heaven 
ut ſhall be ſhaken, and the heavens paſs a- 
{. way with a great noiſe, and the earth 


1; 2 with all that it contains ſhall be conſum- 

XZ ed!—Then thy ſuffering creatures, de- 
livered from all the ills which oppreſſed 
them, ſhall be clothed upon with a glori- 
ous and immortal body, faſhioned like to 
thy glorious body; ſhall be perfectly con- 
formed to thy bleſſed image—the image 
of the firſt born among many brethren ! 


TY Then the Saviour of the World ſhall pro- 
* nounce, not from the expiring agony of 
e the croſs, but from the radiance of a 
f throne above the ſkies © It is finiſhed !” 


Then He who © maketh all things new,” 
ſhall with complacency contemplate this 
ſecond glorious Creation and proclaim 


all is good, yea very good!“. 


LECT. 


LECT, 
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HISTORY OF MOSES, 


CE CT VU-R- RI 


EX, XXIV. 15, 16, 17, 18. 

AND MOSES WENT UP INTO THE MOUNT, AND 
A CLOUD COVERED THE MOUNT, AND THE 
GLORY OF THE LORD ABODE UPON MOUNT 
SINAI, AND THE CLOUD COVERED IT SIX 
DAYS; AND THE SEVENTH DAY HE CALLED 
UNTO MOSES OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE 
CLOUD. AND THE SIGHT OF THE GLORY OF 
THE LORD WAS LIKE DEVOURING FIRE, ON 
THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, IN THE EYES OF ; 4 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND MOSES 
WENT INTO THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD, AND 
GAT HIM UP INTO THE MOUNT: AND MOSES 
WAS IN THE MOUNT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY 
NIGHTS. 


———__— — —— —— — 


3 |" ee is not more neceſſary to the 
Y ſupport of human life, than reli- 
gion is to the happineſs of a rational 
being. Man, in his better, his immortal 
part, © lives by every word that proceed- 

* eth 
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32 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


« eth out of the mouth of God.” In 


more than one inſtance, the miracle has 
been exhibited, of ſuſtaming the body 


without food, and yet no pain nor incon- 


veniency felt ; but for the ſoul to exiſt, 
and to exiſt in comfort, undirected by 
the precepts, unenlightened by the diſco- 
veries, unſupported by the conſolations 
of religion, 1s a miracle not to be per- 
formed. It is the more to be lamented, 
that the attempt is ſo often fatally made, 
of living © without God in the world ;” 
of purſuing a happineſs that is indepen- 
dent of the Great Source of light and 
joy; of ſeeking peace, reſt and enjoy- 
ment in the neglect or violation of his 
commandments. Happy 1t 1s for men, 
if after having made the fruitleſs expe- 
riment of © ſeeking the living among the 
* dead,” and after having at length diſ- 
covered that ſucceſs is vanity, and that 
diſappointment 1s vexation of ſpirit, have 
been perſuaded, before it was too late, to 
draw their felicity from the pure and ne- 
ver failing* ſources of faith and a good 


| conſcience ; happy they who, reconciled 


to 


* 
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to God through Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, 
enjoy real tranquillity in life, and well- 
grounded hope in death. 


We tremble as we behold Moſes ad- 
vancing to the ſummit of the burning 
mountain to meet God. Who can walk 
into the midſt of a flaming furnace and 
live ? But is it poſſible to remove from 
God an inſtant of time, a hair's breadth 
of ſpace? No: God is about our path 
and our bed, is watching our going out 
and coming in, our lying down and riſing 


up. God is in this place; and, vere 


our eyes opened, we ſhould even now 
behold his face clothed with the frowns 
of juſt diſpleaſure, or beaming with the 
ſmiles oe paternal love. 


Was the law given by > the kiſpolition 
* of Angels,” arrayed in all their majeſty 
and might? O how benign their aſpect, 


how affectionate their aſſiduity, how vi- 


gilant their care, could we but behold 
them, while they aid the preaching of the 
everlaſting goſpel, while they attend the 

Yo 1. IV. D aſſem-· 
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LET 7+ aſſemblies of a Chriſtian church, and mi- 
——  nilter to them who are the heirs of ſalva- 
tion! As the awfulneſs and ſolemnity 
of the prophet's condition are not pecu- 
lar to him, and to that important occa- 
ſion, ſo neither are the privileges which 
he enjoyed, nor the communion to which 
he was admitted peculiar and perſonal. 
Chriſtian, you have but to retire into 
your cloſet and to ſhut the door after 
you, and you are immediately on the 
top of a higher mountain than Moſes 
climbed, and are near to God, as he was 
in the moſt precious moments of the 
moſt intimate communication. Alone, 
or in company, we have acceſs at all 
times to the throne of grace; and we 
have what gave him ſafety and confi- , 
dence in drawing nigh unto. God—an I | 
Advocate with the Father, a great High Þ 
Prieſt, a Mediator betwixt God and us, 


The great Jehovah, having delivered in Þ 
every circumſtance of magnificence that 
could excite attention, procure reſpect, | 
and enforce obedience, that Law, whoſe I { 

general 
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general nature, tendency and deſign, to- LE C T. 
gether with its relation to the evangeli- wo 
cal diſpenſation, were the ſubject of a 
former Lecture, proceeded to regulate 
their civil polity. But not by an audible 
voice, in the ears of all the people, as He 
had done the law of the ten command- 
ments, but in private conference with 
Moſes, to be by him delivered to the 
people, He delivered thoſe inſtitutions of 
a civil and political nature, which re- 
garded their ſocial and national capacity. 
In ſtudying theſe, the lovers of Scrip- 
ture will rejoice to trace the juſteſt and 
„ moſt comprehenſive views of human na- 
ure, the nobleſt, and moſt liberal ideas 
© of legiſlation, the moſt perfect equity, 
the profoundeſt ſagacity, and moſt un- 


8 bounded kindneſs and benevolence. But 
h it exceeds our ſtrength, and it conſiſts 
not with our plan, to go into the detail 
ol theſe excellent ſtatutes. We purſue 
n | the hiſtory. | 

at 

. The voice from Sinai having, in dread- 
e 


ful glory, proclaimed the conditions of 
1 D 2 ine this 
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LECT. this new covenant; directions are given 
— por the ſolemn and public ratification of 
it. This was done that the obligation 
which was originally, inyariably and ne- 
ceſſarily binding upon the parties, might 


| acquire additional force from voluntary 
conſent, and from the intervention of 


: 9 
auguſt and ſignificant ceremonies, I 


truſt it will be neither unentertaining nor 
uninſtructive to attend to the deſcription 
of theſe ceremonies as they ſtand upon 
the ſacred record. They are highly in- 
tereſting whether we conſider them, as 
5 the venerable remains of a very remote 
antiquity, being no leſs than three thou- 
fand, three hundred and forty-three years 
prior to the preſent time“; or as the ori- 
ginal compact, in the conſtitution of an 
ancient, important, well-known, and ge- 
nerally intereſting national government; 
or as forming part of the plan of a divine 
adminiſtration, whoſe force can never be 4 
ſpent, whoſe influence on human virtue E 
and happineſs can never expire,— 3 


*A. D. 1792. 
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God has ſpoken once in his holi- LECT. U 


neſs, in a ſenſible manner; has made | 
himſelf ſeen, heard and felt by a whole 1 
people together. But it is neither con- | 
fiſtent with his dignity, nor favourable to | q 
man's improvement, that He ſhould al- | 


ways or often make himſelf known in 
that manner. He has ſpoken thus once, 
or chat every hearer might have a perſonal 
n MF reaſon for acknowledging and adoring 
IN 4 the dread Jehovah, the Fountain of all 
n- power, the ſupreme Author of every 
as eſtabliſnment. And He ſpeaks thus but 
te PR ſeldom, that all men may learn to revere 
u- FX conſcience, his vicegerent upon earth, to 
1s BF ſtudy his word, the interpreter of his na- 
ture and will; and to reſpect and © be 
an © ſubje& to the powers which be or- 
e- 2 dained of God, not only for wrath but 
t; „ for conſcience ſake.” Directions are 
ne accordingly given to ratify the covenant, 
be not by the whole people in-perſon, but 
ue by their repreſentatives. The perſons 
= ſummoned to attend on this great oceaſi- 
on, are: firſt, Moſes himſelf, who was 

to repreſent the Mediator between the 
od | D 3 high 


0 


{ 
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LECT: high contracting parties ; then Aaron and 
his two ſons, Nadab and Abihu, who re- 
preſented the Levitical body, or order of 


prieſthood ; and finally, ſeventy of the 
elders of Iſrael, who were to _ in the 
name of the congregation at large. When 


we obſerve the names of Nadab and Abi- 


hu in this reſpectable liſt, and look for- 


ward to their dreadful and untimely end, 


we are led to a reflection of no {mall im- 
portance in ſtudying the ſacred volume; 
namely, That the deſtination of Provi- 
dence in raiſing particular perſons to 
eminent, honourable and important ſta- 
tions in civil ſociety, is ſomething ex- 


tremely different from“ the election ac- 


* cording to grace.” A Cyrus and a 
Nebuchadnezzar may be the ſervants of 
God, to execute his vengeance or , his 
love, without knowing any thing of their 
Employer; and their private and perſo- 
nal character may remain unaffected by 
their public conduct. The man accord- 
ing to God's own heart, in the view of 
ſome great object of public utility, has 
ſometimes been found diſhonouring God 
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by private vice, and degrading, deſtroy- 
ing himſelf, while he has been materially 


ſerving the world. This moſt ſerious 


conſideration dictated to the great Apo- 
ſtle of the Gentiles that neceſſary rule of 
conduct. I keep under my body, and 
bring it into ſubjection; leſt that by 
* any means, when I have preached to 
* others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
% away.“ And it is a loud call to every 
one who acts in a public capacity, to 
ſupport and adorn it by private virtue, 
and unaffected piety. While the great 
God was thus putting honour on theſe 


A ſeventy-three perſons in the eyes of all 
the people, he ſees it neceſſary to put 


and to keep them in mind of their diſ- 
tance and dependence, Worſhip ye 
* afar off: Moſes alone ſhall come near 
* the Lord, but they ſhall not come 
* nigh.” 


This meſſage being reported to the 
people, they expreſs their cheerful and 


* 3 Cor. ix. 27. 
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LECT. unanimous conſent. © All the people 
— © anſwered with one voice, and ſaid, 
All the words which the Lord hath 

* ſaid will we do.“ T Moſes upon this 

reduces into writing the articles of the 

treaty between God and the people, to 
be-recited aloud in the hearing of all the 

parties concerned, previous to the ſolem- 

nities of the enſuing ratification. Ac- 

; cording to the form obſerved upon ſuch 
occaſions, riſing up early in the morn- 

ing, he builds an altar under the hill, 

the emblem of the divine preſence, on 

the one fide; © and twelve pillars, ac- 

| e cording to the twelve tribes of Iſrael:““ 
| or an heap conſiſting of twelve large 
ſtones, according to the number of the 
| tribes, to repreſent the people on the 
oppoſite ſide ; and upon it he offers a 
| burnt-oftering, a ſacrifice made by fire 
unto the Lord. The application of the 
| | blood of the victim principally chal- 
lenges our attention in the celebration 
| of this awful rite. It was divided into 


| a ff Verſe 3. | 
| * Verſe 4. 
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— 


two equal parts: one half was put into 
baſons, and placed by the twelve pillars 
of ſtone; where in all probability were 
arranged the ſeventy elders, the repre- 
ſentatives of every tribe, ſtanding by the 
pillar peculiar to their tribe: the other 
half was ſprinkled upon the altar on the 
other fide. Thus, that which conſtituted 
the life of the ſacrifice, was ſeparated, 
and Moſes ſtanding between the divided 
parts, and having fome of the blood, 


now denominated the blood of the cove- 


nant, or of the purifying victim, in his 
hands, rehearſed aloud the words of the 
covenant, in the audience of the people, 
who were repreſented by their elders, 
and then ſolemnly demanded whether 
they acceded to the conditions of it. 


The form of adjuration employed in 


ſuch caſes, as you heard in a former 


Lecture,“ now in the hands of many of 


you, was inexpreſſibly awful and tre- 
mendous. As the body of this victim 


5 % 
* Vol, I, Lecture xiii. 
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6e jg 2 aſunder, as the blood of this 
* animal is poured out, ſo let my body 
* be divided and my blood ſhed, if I 
prove unſtedfaſt and perfidious.” Un- 
der an engagement of this dreadful] im- 
port, they conſent to the conditions of 
the treaty, ſaying, © All that the Lord 
& hath ſaid will we do, and be obedi- 
* ent.“ Whereupon Moſes takes of the 
blood, and ſprinkles it upon the people, 
in the perſons of their repreſentatives, as 
he had before ſprinkled it upon the altar, 
expreſſing thereby God's acceptance of 
their perſons and ſervices, and his en- 
gagement to fulfil all that the covenant 
promiſed on his part. Matters being 
thus adjuſted, and peace eſtabliſhed, the 
burnt ſacrifice is ſucceeded by a peace- 
offering, and the parties, as friends, fit 
down to partake of a common repaſt. 
This is evidently the meaning of the ex- 
preſſion in the end of the eleventh verſe: 
* Alſo they ſaw God, and did eat and 
* drink;” that is, as in the preſence of 


* Verſe 7. 
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the moſt high God, at peace with him, L RC T. 
and at peace among themſelves, they wy 


did eat of the ſame bread and drank of 


the ſame cup. It would be eaſy, were 


it neceſſary, to confirm this interpretati- 
on by quoting the prattice of other na- 
tions in later times, undoubtedly bor- 
rowed from rites of God's own inſtitution. 
It would appear from the letter of the 
narration, that the ſcene of this ſacred 


feaſt, was a higher region of the moun- 


tain than that where the covenant was 
ratified. He builded the altar der the 
hill, and ſet up the pillars, as it is v. 4; 
and when the ſolemnities of that inferi- 
our ſtation were duly celebrated, the na- 
tion whom God had thus choſen, is ex- 
alted to a ſuperiour rank, and admitted to 
a more intimate union with their Maker. 
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God now ſhines, calling to the heavens 
from above, and to the earth, gather 
* mm ſallits together unto me; thoſe that 
80 = made a covenant with me by ſa- 


* crifice.”* Purified by blood, the 


. 
"2 blood 
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LECT. blood of the covenant, they are encoura · 
qed to mount higher and higher, to aps» 


proach nearer and nearer : they are ena- 
bled, with enlightened eyes, to diſcern 
more clearly, and to look more ſted- 
faſtly. 


Being ſprinkled with blood, “ hen 
* went up Moſes and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders 
of Iſrael; and they ſaw the God of If- 
« rae]: and there was under his feet as 
eit were a paved work of a ſapphire- 
* ſtone, and as it were the body of hea- 
* ven in his clearneſs. And upon the 
* nobles of the children of Iſrael he laid 
e not his hand: alſo they ſaw God, and 
„ did eat and drink.”* What a ſtream 
of ſplendid ideas here ruſhes in upon us ! 


They ſaw the Gop of Iſrael.” They 
ſaw Him whoſe preſence is the glory of 
heaven, the light of whoſe countenance is 
the joy of Angels and Archangels ; they 
ifaw Him deſcended to earth to be the 


La) 


* Verſes 9, Io, 11. 
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light, glory and joy of his people, to 
dwell among them, and to be their friend, 
their father and their God; they ſaw 
Him engaging himſelf by every thing 
that could affect the ſenſes, kindle the 
imagination, or melt the heart, to guide 
and protect them, to provide for them, 
to bleſs them and to do them good. 
« They ſaw the God of 1/-ael,” their fa- 
thers God, their own covenant God, 
and the God of their ſeed to the lateſt 
generations. They ſaw Gop ! but, What 
did they ſee? That face whoſe luſtre con- 
ſtrains the Cherubim to cover their faces 
with their wings—thoſe eyes, which“ as 
a flame of fire go up and down through 


the earth,” which diſcern impurity in 


the heavens and folly in Angels—that 
mouth which ſpake the univerſe into ex- 
iſtence, and whoſe lighteſt word ſhakes 
the foundations of the everlaſting hills 
the hand that wields the thunder, or the 
feet that walk upon the ſwift wings of 
the wind? No: The nobles of Iſrael 
had ſhrunk into nothing before ſuch an 
awful diſplay of Deity. He needed not 


to 


Ter 
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to have laid his hand upon them ; one 


glance of thoſe piercing eyes which 


guard the law, had been ſufficient to 
conſume them in a moment. What then 
did they ſee ?—What was ander his feet; 
and even that, fomething which could not 
be repreſented, expreſſed or deſcribed : 
as it were the body of heaven in his 
% clearneſs.”* Like Paul caught up in- 
to the third heaven, but incapable to tell 
whether in the body or out of the body; 
caught up into Paradiſe, and liſtening to 
the converſation of its bleſt inhabitants, 
but what he heard were words unſpeak- 
able, vhich it is not lawful for a man 
e to utter. Was it needful to caution 
ſuch men and ſuch a people againſt idol- 
atry? What ſimilitude could they em- 
ploy, who, though they enjoyed the ful- 
leſt and moſt ſatisfying demonſtration of 
Jehovab's preſence, felt their underſtand- 
ing confined, their imagination checked, 
their ſenſes confounded. They are loſt 


* Verſe 10. 
1 2. Cor. xii. 4. 
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in a ſplendour which at once attracted 
and repelled ; which was only the foun- 
dation and external vail where glory re- 
ſided, the pavement not the cieling, the 
habitation not the inhabitant; a ſplendour 
reſembling the tranſparency of the gem, 
which ſeems to tranſmit the light, and 
the ſolidity of the gem, had he force 


can penetrate. 


Is it too fanciful to ſuppoſe, that there 
is ſingular beauty in the co/our of the jewel 
here ſpecified by the ſacred Penman, who 
was an eye witneſs of this glorious ap- 
pearance, and who attempts to eonvey 
an idea of what he ſaw ? © Paved work 
* of a ſapphire ſtone,” the happy medium 
between the fair and dazzling luſtre of 
the diamond, and the dim familiar com- 
plexion of the emerald: not the fiery 
glare of the empyrean: nor the ſober ver- 
dure of the earth; but the pellucid azure 
of the cryſtal ſky, which equally corre&s 
and tempers the dazzling power of the 
noon tide ſun, and the oppreſſive gloom 
of the midnight hour ; which poſleſles 

light 
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LECT. light enough to diſcover the object with- 
—— out diſtreſſing the organ, and ſhade ſuffi- 
cient to relieve without ſinking into ob- 


ſcurity? : 


Not overwhelmed, but cheered and 
elevated by this moderated diſplay of the 
divine glory : having ſeen God and yet 


living; feeling his hand upon them, yet 


uncruſhed by its weight ; the nobles of 
the children of Ifrael conclude the ſer- 
vices of this eventful day by the banquet 


of peace and love. They muſt now re- } 
turn to ſecular employments, and deſcend - | 


. . 80 


from the mountain; but Moſes has yet 
farther manifeſtations of the will of 
God to receive, and is commanded to 
aſcend ſtill higher. © And the Lord ſaid 
e unto Moſes, come up to me into the 
“ mount, and be there: and I will give 
« thee tables of ſtone, and a law, and 
* commandments which I have written 
that thou mayeſt teach them.“ Be 
our attainments what they will, who is he 


* Verſe 12. 
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4 


that © hath attained, or is already per- LEE * 
= fet?” Our arrival at one eminence CR 


is only to ſee from its ſummit another, 
and thence another ſtill riſing above us : 
but in moral and intellectual purſuits, 
this is a diſappointment that mortifies 
not, an exerciſe that fatigues not: the 
joy of heaven is to make progreſs in the 
contemplation and diſcovery of perfecti- 
on that knows no limit, knows no end. 
Vo 
From this higher elevation, Moſes is 
informed that he is to receive the ſame 
law in a different form; © I will give 
© thee INE of ſtone, and a law, and 


2 © commandments which I have written; 


* that thou mayeſt teach them.“ As 


| he ariſes towards heaven, the diſpen- 
lation, of which he was the miniſter, be- 
comes more and more plain and palpable. 
A matter of ſuch deep importance muſt 
not be truſted to the vague and varying 
traditions of fallible and changing men, 
but collected into a record that can de- 


* Verſe 12. 
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LECT. fy the lapſe of time, and preſerve un- 

—— changing truth and dignity amidſt the 
revolutions of empire and the wreck of 
nations. This was graciouſly intended to 
prevent the neceſſity of a frequent inter- 
poſition of Deity, which mult at length 2 
have diminiſhed its impreſſion by com- 
monneſs and familiarity, What God 
therefore at firſt, with his creative finger, 
curiouſly engraved on the heart of man, 
He audibly pronounced amidſt the awful 
glories of Sinai, and afterwards commit- 
ted to writing on tables of ſtone for per- 
petual preſervation. And happy it is for | 
man, that he has not been left, for mo- 
ral and religious inſtruction, to the tra- 
ditions of men, who are ever changing F 
and inconſiſtent with themſelves, or to the- 
flimſy, imperfect, contradictory ſyſtems | 
of philoſophy and ſcience, falſely ſo cal- 4 
led; but that he is brought to the law | 
and to the teſtimony, to Moſes and the ' 
prophets, to the Saviour himſelf and his 4 
apoſtles, to a bible and a ſabbath. Hap- | ; 


Py it is that every one is furniſhed with | 
one and the ſame light to his feet and lamp 
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4 4 his paths, and that all are taught of God L EC T, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt. But in | 
£ | deed the care of Providence in preſerv- 
ing this precious record, and tranſmitting ö 
it to us, unaltered, unimpared, is a per- | 
1 FF petual miracle, a ſeries of revelations, | 
which we are bound to acknowledge | 
4 EZ with wonder, and to improve with grati- q 
r, 4 ; tude, — | 
n, | 
ul In the next aſcent into the mount, Mo- 
it. fes is accompanied, a certain length at 
er. leaſt, and no doubt by divine appoint- | 
for! ment, by Joſhua his miniſter, on whom | 
no- God began to put honour thus early, in | 
ra- : order to exalt him in the eyes of the peo- "4 

ple whom he was deſtmed one day to ; _ 


command, and to prepare him betimes 

for the wiſe and faithful diſcharge of his 

high office, by communion with God. 

As this abſence of Moles, from the 

be welghty duties of his charge, was to be of | 
longer continuance than uſual, the ma- . 
nagement of civil affairs, and the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice were committed, in 

the mean time, to Aaron and Hur, his 

2 E2 com- 
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companions andcoadjutors on the mount, 


ben by the lifting and holding up of his 


hands Amalek was ſmitten before Iſrael. 


Was ever ſpot of this earthly ball ſo high- 


ly honoured as that barren mountain in 


the nudſt of the deſert? Perſons, not 
places, poſſeſs dignity. The preſence of 


God confers greatneſs and importance ; 
He can receive none from created, much 
leſs from artificial pomp and magnifi- 
cence. The great God © dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands.” © The 
* heaven and the heaven of heavens 
* cannot contain him ;” but“ thus ſaith 
* the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whole name is Holy, I dwell 
in the high and holy place; with him 
* alſo that is of a contrite and humble 
* ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum- 
* ble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
* trite ones.“ * . 

The curioſity of travellers has been ex- 
cited to vilit this ſcene of wonders. But 
is there not an intentional obſcurity 


* Iſai. Ivii. 15. 
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ſpread over the deſcription, to baffle idle LE 8 T. 
curioſity, and to call us to the ſpirit and wp 


intention of the diſpenſation, not the ex- 
ternal apparatus of it? Wherever there 
is this book; wherever there is a princi- 
ple of conſcience; wherever there is com- 
mon realon and underſtanding, there 1s 
the law, there is Sinai, there is God. It 
is not to make a pilgrimage to the holy 


ſepulchre, to ſtand on Calvary, to drive 
infidels by force of arms out of Jewry, 
that conſtitute the faith and piety of the 


goſpel ; but to know Chriſt Jeſus and him 
crucified in * the power of his reſurrec- 
* tion, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, 


* being made conformable unto his 
& death,” * 


The appearances of God's preſence 
and providence vary their aſpect, accord- 
ing to the diſtance at which they are 
contemplated, and the medium through 


which we view them. What to the nobles 


in the Mount, appeared “ as it were a 


paved work of a ſapphire-ſtone, and as 


Phil. iii. 10. 


E 3 * 


— . a oe II >, 


— EE Doan — r — 
1 NN * > "a * 


2 
- 


| 


LECT. 


— 


5 


54 HISTORY OF MOSES, 


* it were the body of heaven in his clear- 
© nels,'* to the multitude in the plain 
wore a more threatening and terrible ap- 
pearance. The fight of the glory of 
*« the Lord was like devouring fire, on 
* the top of the mount, in the eyes of the 
e children of Iſrael. T Fire at once con- 
ſumes and refines; leaves to the pure 
gold all its ſolidity and value, and lays 
hold only of the droſs. Moſes undil- 
mayed, becauſe following the command 
of God, advances into the midſt of con- 
ſuming fire; and ſo far is nature from 
being overpowered and deſtroyed by 
this keen, piercing element, that it is ra- 
ther cheriſhed and ſtrengthened by it. 
Flame ſupplies the place of food; in- 
ſtead of periſhing in a moment, at the 
end of forty days, without any other 
means of ſubſiſtence, we ſee the prophet 
deſcend in additional glory, and renova- 
ted vigour ; for all creatures are and do 
that which their Creator walls. 


* Verſe 10. 
Ft Verſe 17. 
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The next ſeven chapters contain a mi- 
nute deſcription of that ſacred ſtructure 
and its ſervice, which God intended 
ſhould be © the ſhadow of good things to 
© come ;” of which every iota and tittle 
was of divine contrivance and appoint- 
ment ; and undoubtedly had a meaning 
and ſignificancy which we cannot in 


every particular find out to perfettion.— 


The pattern of it was ſhewed unto Moſes 
in the mount, and particular direttions 
were given for its conſtruttion ; in theſe 
were employed the forty days mentioned 
in the cloſe of this chapter ; when the 
hiſtory ſuddenly breaks off to exhibit a 
ſcene of a very different nature, which, 


if God permit, will form the ſubject of the 


next Lecture ; namely, the unprovoked 


revolt of Iſrael to idolatry, the fabrica- 
tion of the golden calf, and the haſty de- 
ſcent of Moſes, to ſtem that dreadful tor- 
rent of guilt and wrath which had begun 
to flow. 


In the ratification of the covenant be- 
tween God and Iſrael, we ſee the ſtreſs 
that 


TD CC TC _—_-_ 


1 bd * 4 - 
— S 2 
CY * 2 W. * 


1 — 12 1 = —— — — 4 


— 


i 

7 

1 

. 


— — = * . 


8 1 
(| 

: 
Q 


—— / —h— 
- = 


56 HISTORY OF MOSES, 
that was laid upon blood. The blood of 


the innocent victim mult be poured out, 
and the altar muſt be ſprinkled with 
blood. The elders of the people muſt 
be purified with blood. Without the 
ſhedding of blood, there is no remil- 
lion, no friendſhip, no peace, no acceſs: 
life muſt be paid to redeem life. Blood 
in the ſacrifice is the one thing needful ; 
the one thing ſignificant ; blood in reli- 
gious offices, is all in all, Blood applied 
to any other purpoſe, 1s contaminating, 
unhallowed, unwholeſome for food, pol- 
luting not purifying to the fleſh, is a 
ſource of corruption and death, not of 
health and life. The idea of blood, in 
one view or the other, runs through the 
whole hiſtory of redemption. It occurs 
not more frequently in the Old Teſtament 
than in the New. One great ſacrifice 
has indeed put an end for ever to the fu- 
ture effuſion of blood ; but it is ſtill ſym- 
bolically held out as the medium of re- 
conciliation, and acceſs to God. We 


© have redemption through his blood, 


* the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the 
riches 
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2 &« riches of his grace.”* We are redeem- 


ed, © not with corruptible things, as fil- 
« yer and gold, but with the precious 
ce blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without 
ce blemiſh and without ſpot. T © We 
draw nigh to God through the blood of 
* his Son.” When we approach to ratt- 
fy every one his perſonal covenant with 
God at the communion table, we com- 
memorate the death of Chriſt in the 


4 ſymbols of his body broken, and his 
blood ſhed. © This & the blood of the 
* © covenant, ſaid Moles, which the Lord 
* © hath made with you,” and © this is the 

Ney Teſtament in my blood, ſaith 

2 * Chriſt, ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins.” 


When we look toward eternal reſt, the 
holy city, the Jeruſalem that isabove, the 


| new and living way which leads thither, 


which condutts into the holieſt of all, is 


through the rent vail of the Redeemer's 
fleſh. © His blood be upon us and on our 


2 © children,” exclaimed the Jews, while 


* Eplu-1.-7, 
7 1 Peter, 1-18; 19. 


they 
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L EC T. they were crucifying the Lord of Glory. 
. Dreadful imprecation! 


O Lord, require not our blood of our |* 


own händ, nor of every man at the hand 


of his brother. O Lord, let this mans 
blood be upon us and upon our children, 
not as an oppreſſive load, as it was on 
thoſe who with wicked hands impi- 
ouſly ſhed it, but as an atonement for our FX 
ſins, as a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſa- | 
vour, acceptable unto God: that © being 
e juſtified by faith, we may have peace 
* with God, through our Lord Jeſus F? 
“ Chriſt. By whom alſo we may have 
« acceſs by faith into this grace wherein 
* we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the 


glory of God.” Amen. Amen. 


LECT. 


HISTORY OF MOSES. 
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F OT 


EXODUS xxxII. 14. 


AND WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT MOSES DE- 


LAYED TO COME DOWN OUT OF THE MOUNT, 
THE PEOPLE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGE= 
THER UNTO AARON, AND SAID UNTO HIM, UP, 
MAKE US GODS WHICH SHALL GO BEFORE 
US: FOR AS FOR THIS MOSES, THE MAN THAT 
BROUGHT US UP OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, 
WE WOT NOT WHAT IS BECOME OF HIM. 
AND AARON SAID UNTO THEM, BREAK OFF 
THE GOLDEN EAR-RINGS, WHICH ARE IN THE 
EARS OF YOUR WIVES, OF YOUR SONS, AND OF 
YOUR DAUGHTERS, AND BRING THEM UNTO 
ME. AND ALL THE PEOPLE BRAKE OFF THE 
GOLDEN EAR-RINGS, WHICH WERE IN THEIR 
EARS, AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO AARON, 
AND HE RECEIVED THEM AT THEIR HAND, 
AND FASHIONED IT WITH A GRAVING-TOOL, 


AFTER HE HAD MADE IT A MOLTEN CALF:. 


AND THEY SAID, THESE BE THY GODS, o 
ISRAEL, WHICH BROUGHT THEE UP OUT OF 
THE LAND OF EGYPT. ; 


HE real inſtances of human folly 
and extravagance, far exceed the 


| conceptiops of the moſt lively imagina- 
| lon, All hiſtory, and vey day's ex- 


| perience 
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LECT. perience, juſtify the mortifying account 
Lw=2— Which the prophet gives of our corrupted 


nature“ The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked: who 
* can know it ?”*—The partiality of ſelf. 
love, and the charity of a kind diſpo- 
ſition, would at times lead us to form a 
more favourable judgment both of our- 
ſelves and of others, than we deſerve. 
The form of fin, ſeen in its nakedneſs, is 
ſo hideous, that we ſhrink from it with 
horrour ; but uſe familiarizes the ſpectre; 
and we are inſenſibly led to bear, to be, 
and to do, that which once we abhorred. 
Could a prophet have foretold one half 
of the irregularities the exceſſes, the 
enormities of our lives, we ſhould have 
deemed the prediction a falſhood and an 
inſult; and, with the reſentment of con- 
ſcious virtue, we ſhould have been ready 
to exclaim in the words of Hazael, © Is 


* thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do 


* this great thing?“ Yet alas! the event 


has wofully verified the cruel imputa- 
; | 


* Jer. xvii. 9, 


tion; 
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tion; and exhibited the man fallen from Ts CT. 
his excellency, become the very monſter Au 


he juſtly deteſted ; the man ſunk into an 
object of pity, of ſcorn, or of deteſtation 
to himſelf, and to mankind, 


Many practices appear to us abſurd 


and unnatural, merely becauſe we are 


not accuſtomed to them. Herodotus re- 


lates, that Darius, king of Perſia, having 
aſſembled the Greeks who were under 
his command, demanded of them, What 
bribe they would take to induce them to 
eat the dead bodies of their parents, as 
the Indians did? Being anſwered, that 
it was impoſſible for them ever to aban- 
don themſelves to ſo great inhumanity, 
the king, in the preſence of- the ſame 
Greeks, demanded of ſome Indians, What 
conſideration would prevail with them 
to burn the dead bodies of their parents, 
as the Greeks did ? The Indians ex- 
preſſing the utmoſt horrour, intreated 
the king to impoſe upon them any hard- 
{hip rather than that. Among the Hot- 


tentots, the aged, ſo long as they are 
able 


Tr 
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LECT. able to do any work, are treated with 
great tenderneſs and humanity ; but when 
they can no longer crawl about, they are 
thruſt out of the ſociety, and put in a 
ſohtary hut, there to die of hunger, or 
age, or to be devoured of wild beaſts. 
If you expoſtulate with them upon the 
ſavageneſs of this cuſtom, they are aſto- 
niſhed you ſhould reckon it inhuman :— 
Is it not much greater cruelty,” they 
aſk, to ſuffer perſons to linger and lan- 
« ouiſh out a miſerable old age, and not 
put an end to their wretchedneſs, by 


putting an end to their days?“ 


| | Idolatry is one of thoſe practices, to 
our apprehenſion, ſo fooliſh and unrea- 
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| ſonable, that we wonder how it ever ob- 
1 tained footing in the world; and with 
l difficulty are we brought to believe the 
[| avidity with which whole nations have 
i given into it. The particular circum- z 
i ſtances of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, 
þ render their proneneſs to idol worſhip 
| peculiarly monſtrous and unnaccount- 
ul able. The chain of miracles which ac- 
| 1 companied 
| ; 
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companied their deliverance from Egypt; L CET: 
that conſtant ſymbol of the divine pre- 


ſence which attended them, the pillar of 
fire and cloud; the daily miraculous ſup- 
ply of bread from heaven; the recent 
anathema pronounced againſt the wor- 


| 2 ſhip- of images from the dreadful glory 


of Mount Sinai: the {ſcrupulous care em- 


: ployed, if we may ule the expreſſion, to 


exhibit no manner of ſimilitude of the 


& Deity in Horeb, to prevent the poſſibi- 


lity of a pretence to uſe, themſelves, or 


0 tranſmit to poſterity any ſenſible re. 


preſentation of the inviſible God ;—all 
theſe, ſuperadded to the plaineſt dictates 
of common ſenſe and reaſon, clothe with 
a blackneſs and malignity not to be ex- 
preſſed, the ſtrange conduct which is the 
ſubject of this chapter. 


Moſes, foreſecing the length of his ab- 
ſence in the Mount, had wiſely delegated 
his power to Aaron and Hur, that the 
operations of government, and the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, might ſuffer no 
interruption. God, the great God, was 
now 
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now vouchſafing to employ himſelf in 
preſcribing a mode, and a miniſtry of 
worſhip, for his Iſrael, which ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs all the pomp and ſplendour diſplay- 


ed by the nations in the ſervice of their 


falſe gods, together with a ſacredneſs and 
dignity peculiar to itſelf. He was pre- 
paring to gratify their very ſenſes by ex- 
ternal ſhew, as their ſouls by heavenly 
wiſdom. He was planning a tabernacle, 
eſtabliſhing a prieſthood, and appointing 
feſtivals and ſacrifices, whoſe magnifi- 
cence ſhould leave them nothing to re- 
gret in the glory which they had ſeen in 
Egypt; and, at that very time, they are 
employing themſelves in deviſing and 
executing a plan of religious ſervice, 
equally diſreſpectful to God, and diſho- 
nourable to themſelves. 

Their guilt begins in ſinful impatience 
and preſumption. In matters both of 
life and of religion men greatly err, when 
they take upon them to carve for them- 
ſelves. © Vain men would be wile, 
though man be born like a wild aſſes 

Colt. 
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65 
« colt.“ * The tranſition is ſo ſudden, 
that it ſeems incredible. Not many days 


are paſt ſince they had given the moſt 
ſolemn, explicit, and unreſerved con- 


ſent, to the whole of the divine law. 
„All that the Lord hath ſaid will we 
do, and be obedient.”+ The treaty had 
been but juſt ratified by a covenant, a 
© ſacrifice, and a feaſt, with a ſolemnity 
not eaſily to be forgotten. The noiſe of 
the mighty thunderings has ſcarcely ceaſ- 
ed; the ineffable glory of the God of If. 
rael is yet preſent to their eyes; they 
have not well recovered from the ter- 
rour inſpired by that voice which made 


heaven and earth to tremble. Yet even 


thus circumſtanced, as one man they 
fly to the appointment, not of a new 


leader and commander, though that had 


been ingratitude without a parallel, but, 
with an impiety the moſt ſhocking and 
confounding, to the creation of a new 


God. And the very firſt exercite of the 


© Jod; . 12. 
Fe t Verſe 7. 


7 Vor. IV. F 


power 
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LECT. power which was committed unto Aaron 

—— for the public good, is to be the leader, 
the abettor, and an example, in prac- 
tiſing the abominations of that country, 
from which they had been ſo happily 
delivered. 


* And when the people ſaw that Mo. 
* ſes delayed to come down out of the 
mount, the people gathered themſelves 
together unto Aaron, and ſaid unto 
* him: Up, make us gods which ſhall go 
before us: for as for this Moſes, the 
* man that brought us up out of the 
| * land of Egypt, we wot not what 1s be- 
it come of him.”* There is a fottiſh- 
[| neſs, a madneſs, as well as a wickedneſs 
| in certain vices, which, at firſt fight, we 
| ſhould deem inconſiſtent with each other. 
The irrationality of the brute, the frenzy 
| | of the lunatic, and the malignity of the 
ll demon, here diſcover themſelves at once: 
5 | and leave us perplexed which we are mot 
I! to wonder at and deplore. What {hall 
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guide which itſelf could not move, but 
as it was carried? With what notes of in- 
dignation ſhall we mark our abhorrence 
of that baſe ingratitude which could 
ſpeak contemptuouſly of ſuch a benefac- 


tor as Moſes: © This Moſes, the man 
chat brought us up out of the land of 
* Egypt, we wot not what is become of 
= © him?** With what holy reſentment 
muſt we execrate the ſpirit that could 
deal thus perfidiouſly, preſumptuouſly, 
with God? 


After we have vented our anger and 


© aſtoniſhment upon the conduct of theſe 
vile Iſraelites, let us pauſe and examine 
= ourſelves. Aſſerted by a ſtrong hand and 


EZ a ſtretched out arm into the glorious li- 


| berty of the ſons of God, have we never 
| reverted in thought, in deſire, in practice, 


into that very thraldom of ſin, from which 


the Son of God came to ſet us free? Jay's 


* Verſe 1. 
F 2 ing 
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we ſay of the ſtupidity which talked of LECT. 
making gods, and of following that as a 2 


- 68 HISTORY OF MOSES. 


ah T. ing under the weight of benefits much 
more precious, and bound by engage- 
ments equally ſolemn and explicit, have 

we never {werved from the path of duty, 

never loſt ſight of our vows, never fail- 

ed in our obedience? With ſo much 

clearer and fuller diſcoveries of the be- 

ing, nature and will of the one living 

and true God, have we feared and loved 

him, and only him; have we never bow- 

ed the knee to Mammon, never wor{ſhip- 

ped in the houſe of Rimmon, never kiſl- 

ed the image of Baal? Alas, alas! we 

hate and condemn ſome fins, merely be- 

cauſe they are not our own, while we 

ſtand chargeable in the ſight of God and 
18 man, with equal or greater offences of a 
N different kind: ſo blinded as not to per- 


. = A 8 » © 
0 1 * (ES 2 "9 BY 
8 p Ot bs : — N 
p LAS N N r 4 * 


| ceive, ſo ſelf-deluded as not to feel their 
9 enormity. ws 
|! 
| | Is it not amazing to obſerve on the 
| part of Aaron no reluctance againſt this 
I horrid propoſal; to hear from his lips no 


his ſacred truſt? Is this the man whom 


| remonſtrance? Is it thus he diſcharges 
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Jehovah was, in the mean whule, de- 
ſigning to advance, and promoting to the 
dignity of the prieſthood? Many things 
have been alleged in extenuation of his 
fault, though nothing can amount to a 
full vindication of his conduct. The 


conciſeneſs of the Sacred Hiſtory, it has 


been ſaid, may have ſuppreſſed ſome of 


the more favourable circumſtances, and 


2 exhibited only a general view of the ſub- 
© jet. Some of the Rabbins ® pretend 


that hiscolleague in office, Hur, had lately 
been maſſacred in a popular commotion 


for daring to reſiſt the prevailing frenzy; 


and chat Aaron complied, through fear 
of ſimilar treatment, after beving thus 
deprecated the divine diſpleaſure, * O 
* Lord, I look up to thee, who knoweſt 
* the hearts of men, and who dwelleſt in 
* the heavens: Thou art witneſs that I 
act thus contrary to my own will. Lay 
* 1t not to my charge.“ 


In Schemoth Rabba, ScQ. xli. fol. 1559, 
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Others explain away great part of 


＋ dee criminality, both of Aaron and of the 


people, by alleging that all they demand- 


ed, and all he gave them, was an exter- 


nal object, where they might depoſit the 


homage which they wiſhed to render to 
the Supreme God; and thus they inter- 
pret the requeſt of the people, Make 
* us a ſenſible object of divine worſhip, 
* which may always be befers our eyes, 
* and ſupply the place of God, when we 
„ ſhall be told of all the wonders he 
* wrought for us in Egypt."** And a 
learned Prelate of our own country la- 


bours to prove, That Aaron preſented. 


only a hieroglyphic of the ſtrength and 
power of the Deity, and he produces a 
few paſſages from ancient authors, to 
prove, that the ox was an emblem of roy- 
al and ſovereign authority, and the horns, 
in particular, a common and well known 


emblem of ſtrength. 


R. Juda, in Lib. Cozri. Part 1. Sect. xcvii. fol. 


47+ 
Patrick, Biſhop of Ely, on Exod. xxxii. 4. Pag. 


635. 
A fourth 


ths "AY r 3 i. 1 + * : 0 4 * * - 4 4 * 
me a li © 1K 4 £ bit „ " e n , . 
n F 0 r, r «IJ , s 
> r * 4 +023. ©. 5 AR _ WS, 8 1 1 3 * 4 
. * 7 7 r 1 r 6 e EN? 4 y 4 : . 
* ® | x * a, - Sa% + — 7 * © 4 wed 2 0 * * — 7 W 4 — » 
” b C Cs „ 3 VE 3 * * „ nn rn e e FO oY * 


* 


2 
- 
* 
1 
. 
* 

. 

4 . 
fa. 
of} 

i A 
K 
WE 
*. 8 
% 7 
* 

. 
3 

9 

N * 
\ 

* 

4% 

"4 

8 

Oy 

* 

a 
RV 
* 
*. 
564 
. 
* 
be 

2 

of 
* 

R 

£ 

3 


wy, 
HISTORY OF MOSES, 71 


A fourth excuſe has been pleaded in 
behalf of Aaron, founded on the letter 
of the ſacred text. He fergned readineſs 
to comply, according to theſe apolo- 
giſts, * in hope that the demand of their 
golden ornaments for the fabrication of 
the idol, acting upon their love of fine- 
ry, or of wealth, might bring them to a 
ſtand, and break their reſolution. But 
why ſet up an claborate defence for a 
man who ſtands condemned by his own 
brother, who had the beſt means of 1n- 
formation ; and for one who himſelf had 
nothing, or worſe than nothing, to pro- 


duce in his own behalf, when charged 


by Moſes with his fault? 
p 


Theſe ſpoils of the Egyptians had not 
been obtained in the moſt honourable 
manner. Iſrael © borrowed and paid 
* not again;” and it proves a dreadful 
ſnare to them. If they had not carried 


off the gold, they might perhaps have 


* Auguſt. Tom. IV. Quæſt. xli. in Exod. Pag. 
118: & Theodoret. Tom. I. in Exod, Queſt, Ixvi. 


Pag. 3. 
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kept clear of the gods of Egypt. But 


—— 1-gotten wealth never was, and never 


can be a bleſſing ; and unwarrantable de- 
vices ſooner or later come to intangle the 
feet of thoſe who uſe them. Mark, how 
one rapacious domineering paſſion ſwal- 
lows up many others. © Can a maid 
forget her ornaments, or a bride her 
* attire?” And yet behold the daughters 
of Iſrael cheerfully ſacrificing the darling 
embelliſhments of their perſons to a mil- 
taken principle of religion ! If there be 
a paſſion more violent than another, it is 
the love of gold, in the heart of an He- 
brew; but we ſee one more violent than 
even that, the delirium of idolatrous ſu— 
perſtition. . 


It is ee have the patterns of 
evil before our eyes. We ſoon learn to 
bear with what we ſee frequently; we 
are inſenſibly led to approve what we 
have learned to ſufter, without being 
ſhocked; and what we heartily approve, 
we are not far from adopting. Iſrael has 
ſuſtained greater injuries in Egypt than 


ve 
{ 
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we are at firſt aware of, and they have 


been more deeply hurt in their minds 
than in their perſons. The ſtripes of an 
Egyptian taſk-maſter are healed by the 
lenient hand of time; but the wounds 
inflicted by the impure rites of Egyptian 
idols, are {till feſtering at the heart, and 


7 threaten death. 


Aaron is too eager and intent upon 
bis ſhameful work, to eſcape the ſuſpici- 
on of being hearty in it. And he re- 
„ ceived them at their hand, and fa- 
* ſhioned it with a graving-tool, after he 
© © had made it a molten calf: and they 
BZ © ſaid, theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, which 
brought thee up out of the land of 
1 Egypt.““ All that induſtry, all that 
art could do, is employed to confer luſtre 
and value on this worthleſs object; 
and yet he would have it believed, when 
he is called to account, that the form 
and faſhion of the idol, was the effect of 
accident not of deſign: I caſt it into 
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LECT. « the fire, and there came out this calf.”* 


III. 
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What a pitiful figure does ingenious, in- 


duſtrious wickedneſs make, when it ſtands 
expoſed, convicted, ſelf. condemned! 
But the framing and erecting of this idol 
is not the whole extent of Aaron's cri- 
minality. I am ſtill more ſhocked at be- 
holding an attempt to blend with it's 
profane worſhip, the ſacred day, the ſa- 
cred ceremonies and ſervices of the true 
God. And when Aaron ſaw it, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron 
made proclamation, and ſaid to-mor- 
* row is a feaſt to the Lord. T What 
concord hath Chriſt with Belial? An 


attempt to form ſuch an umon as this, 


is more groſsly inſulting, than even a- 
vowed neglett or oppoſition. It freezes 


the blood to obſerve a repetition of the 
ſame auguſt ceremonies which were late- 
ly employed in the mount, for confirm- 
ing the grand alliance between the great 


Jehovah and his people, in the ſettling 


* Verſe 24. 
t Verte 5. 
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ol this ſtrange league between Iſrael and L J C T. 
= abauble of their own invention.“ They wu 


© roſe up early,” as men intent upon 
their purpoſe; the altar is reared, the 
ſacrifice is offered up, the peace-offering 
is provided, the feaſt of friend{hip is pre- 
pared and eaten. They offered burnt- 
* offerings, and brought peace-ofterings: 
and the people ſat down to eat and to 
* drink, and roſe up to play.”* Theſe 
laſt words are ſuppoſed by ſome com- 
mentators of note, to be deſcriptive of a 
ſcene of extreme lewdneſs and debauch- 
ery. And certain 1t 1s, that one of the 
principal inſtruments of propagating and 
ſupporting idolatry, was the attraction of 
beauty and wantonnels, vilely proſtitut- 
ed to decoy ſtrangers into the homage 
of the impure and worthleſs dey of the 
place. That people muſt be in a dread- 
ful ſtate indeed, among whom religion, 
the foundation of good morals, the guard 
of virtue, is employed as a miniſter to 


5 * Verſe 6. 


unhallowed 


. xt 


4 
a ad . ]7˖«‚«˖;* CTR: 


4 *Y 
5 
I. 


9 — — 
3 r 

— 82 I YL - - » > . 

* . © - 

* 3 4 = — —— - - - 7 


—— —L—¼ 


——— - 


uy 2 T. unhallowed pleaſure, and a hand-maid to 
vie. | 


76 HISTORY OF MOSES. 


The prevalence of evil practices, is a 
lamentable thing, but the eſtabliſhment 
of wrong principles is much worſe. The 
wholeſomeſt ſtream may be accidentally 
tainted and polluted, and work itſelf pure 
again; but if the fountain be poiſonous, 
nothing but death can flow from it. 
When luſt hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth ſin: and fin, when it is finiſhed, 
* bringeth forth death.“ 


— We are now conveyed from this aw- 
ful ſeene of pollution in the valley, to 
a much more awful ſcene of meditat- 
ed vengeance on the mount, While 
Moſes was ſolacing himſelf, in the pleal- 
ing proſpett of being ſoon diſpatched to 
the people of his charge, with meſſages 
of love; while he was rejoicing in the 
important tranſaction ſo lately paſt, con- 
fident that all was now ſettled between 
God and his people; the joy of this ex- 

* James i. 15. 
alted 
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voked, and unexpected revolt.“ And the 
„Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get thee 
„down: for thy people which thou 
* broughteſt out of the land of Egypt, 
% have corrupted themſelves. They have 
turned aſide quickly out. of the way 
„which I commanded them: they have 


© made them a molten calf, and have 


* worſhipped it, and have ſacrificed there- 
* unto, and ſaid, theſe be the gods, O II- 
* rael, which have brought thee up out 
* of the land of Egypt.** An offended 
God refuſes any longer to acknowledge 
as his, a generation of wretches who had 
rendered themſelves {o entirely unworthy 
of his ſhghtelt regard. Juſtice awakes 
to a recapitulation of the benefits which 
they had received, and the offences which 
they had committed, and concludes with 
a reſolution totally to conſume them. © It 


is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
* of the living God.” | 


* Verſes 7, 8. 
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In the dialogue which paſſed upon this 


—— occaſion, ſome of the moſt intereſting ob- 


jets that can be contemplated, preſent 
themſelves to our view.—The condeſcen- 
ſion of divine friendſhip. As God would 
not hide from Abraham the thing which 
* he was about to do;” would take no ſtep 
towards the deſtruction of Sodom till that 
friend of God had been fully heard in its 
behalf; and could do nothing till Lot was 
departed; ſo the ſame God, rich in mercy, 
will not ariſe to vengeance againſt Iſrael, 
til! Moſes has been conſulted, and has ac- 
quieſced in the ſentence. O the wonderful 
power of faith and prayer! Moſes 1s re- 
preſented as poſſeſſingaconſtraming pow- 
er over omnipotence, the anger of Jeho- 
vah refuſes to burn till his permiſſion is 
obtained. O the wonderful grace and 
condeſcenſion of the moſt high God! 
Thus is juſtice ever tempered with mer- 
cy: © It is of the Lord's mercies that we 


care not conſumed, becauſe his compaſ- 


* flons fail not.”* 


* Lam. iii. 22. 
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A propoſal is made to Moſes,—and LECT: 
what 1s too hard for the Lord to per- — 


form ?—which a ſelfiſh heart would ea- 
gerly have graſped at, © I will make of 
« thee, ſays God, a great nation.” But 
ſelfiſhneſs in this truly great man was 
controled by much nobler and more ge- 
nerous principles; zeal for the honour 
of God, and compaſſion for a devoted 
people. | 


The interceſſory addreſs of Moſes is a 
maſter-piece of eloquence, and diſcovers 
a ſoul ſuperiour to all regards, but ſuch as 
are worthy of a prophet, a hero, a patriot, 
and, what 1s ſuperiour to all, the friend of 
God. And Moſes belought the Lord 
his God, and ſaid, Lord, why doth thy 
* wrath wax hot againſt thy people, 
* which thou haſt brought forth out of 
* the land of Egypt, with great power 
* and with a mighty hand. Wherefore 
* ſhould the Egyptians ſpeak, and ſay, 


For miſchief did he bring them out, to 


lay them in the mountains, and to con- 
* ſume them from the face of the earth? 
Turn 


III. 


LECT, 
III. 
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Turn from thy fierce wrath, and re- 


2 *© pent of this evil againſt thy people. 


© Remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, 
* thy ſervants, to whom thou ſwareſt by 
* thine own ſelf, and ſaidſt unto them, 
* I will multiply your ſeed as the ſtars of 
heaven, and all this land that I have 
* ſpoken of will I give unto your ſeed, 
and they ſhall inherit it for ever.”* The 
holy man of God 1s concerned not only 


that the Judge of all the earth ſhould do 


right, but that the divine conduct ſhould 


itand vindicated in the eyes of the hea- 
then. He propoſes to himſelf the ſame 
end which Jehovah himſelf has in view, 
in all that he does—the glory of his 
great name. He nobly preters the ful- 
filling of the ancient covenant, with his 
venerable anceſtors, Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, to the eſtabliſhment of a new co- 


_venant with himſelf and his ſeed. He 


is willing to decreaſe, willing that his fa- 
mily continue obſcure, that his head be 
laid low, provided the Lord be magni- 


; * Verſes I1—13. 8 


filed, 


F 4 Is. ©4535 . 8 ER: 
P 


» 


4 4 5 0 = 1 
er 


HISTORY OF MOSES, 81 


fied, and Iſrael ſaved. This is a great- 


neſs of mind which religion alone could 
inſpire. Like a true ſon of Iſrael, he 
wreſtles and makes ſupplication; and as 


a prince he too has power with God, 
and prevails,—1f not to prevent every 
expreſſion of diſpleaſure, at leaſt to pre- 
vent the execution of the general doom. 
Having obtained this great point, he de- 
ſcends with haſte from the mount, bear- 
ing in his hand the moſt precious work 
of art that ſkill ever executed. Who 


does not ſhudder at the thought of its 


having been deſtroyed? * And Moſes 
* turned, and went down from the 
“mount, and the two tables of the teſ- 
* timony were in his hand: the tables 
* were written on both their ſides; on 
the one ſide and on the other were 
they written. And the tables were the 
* work of God, and the writing was the 
* writing of God, graven upon the ta- 
* bles.*” But why ſhould we regret 


+ _ ® Verſes 15, 16. 
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—— dumb matter, was deſtroyed? That loſs 
- ſoon might be, and ſoon was repaired. 
Alas! we behold a more ſhocking ſpec. 
tacle every day—a race of thotghtleſs 
wretches deliberately, preſumptuouſly 
defacing God's image, deſtroying his ſig- 
nature, engraved © not on tables of 

* ſtone, but on the fleſhly tables of the 
heart; inflicting on themſelves a loſs 
never to be repaired, not in a fit of holy 

zeal, but in a paroxyſm of diabolical 


lrenzy. 


Moſes might deſtroy the tablets, but 
the ſpirit of the writing he could not 
diſannul. When all ſenſible monuments 
are diſſolved, the law maintains its ada- 
mantine ſolidity, its uncontaminated pu- 
rity, its unpliant ſteadineſs, its unbending 
dignity. The tabl&ts were written on 

- both fides, within and without, Every 
lragment therefore had ſome part of the 
law and teſtimony written upòn it. Thus, 

in every, particle of the human frame, 
' | there 


* 


LECT. that a piece of curious workmanſhip, in 
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the conſcience, the memory, —in ſhivers 
indeed, mutilated, defaced, but capable 
of being repaired and united. 


But I find it impoſſible to collect into 


one efficient point of view the ſequel of 
| this eventful hiſtory, within the limits 
ol one diſcourſe. Here therefore we ſet 
up another reſting place, and from it take 


a curſory view of the ground over which 
we have travelled. 


I. What a melancholy view preſents 
itſelf, of the corruption, the degeneracy, 
and degradation of human nature, Be- 


hold a people loſt to every noble, gene- 


rous, manly principle: reſtrained by no 


law, awed by no threatening, ſuſceptible 


of no endearment, influenced by neither 
ſhame nor gratitude; boldly over-leap- 


ing the bounds of reaſon and religion 
and in that people behold “ the carnal . 


* mind, which is enmity againſt God: 


© © which is not ſubject to the law of God, 


(x 2 6 ne1- 


there are ſelf-evident traces of the finger LECT, 
of God—the underſtanding, the heart, e 4 
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cc neither indeed can be.” Behold, © the 
« wickedneſs of man, how great it is in 
the earth; and every imagination of 
* the thoughts of his heart, how it is 
* only evil continually.” Think not, 
however, O man, that thou art ſurveying 
a diſtant proſpett, or travelling through 
a foreign land. Think not that theſe If: 
raelites are ſinners above all the men of 
the earth. When thou haſt thoroughly 
ſearched and known thyſelf, no account 
of human frailty will appear exaggerat- 
ed. They framed and worſhipped a 
golden image. How many myriads 
hourly bend the knee to the ſame 1dol, 
changed only a little in form! See the 
temple of Mammon, how it is crouded. 
His votaries, ſee how much in earneſt 
they are in their devotions. Early and 
late, the incenſe aſcends. Neither Jew- 
1h nor Chriſtian ſabbath interrupts their 


attendance, or cools their ardour ; while 


truth, and juſtice, and mercy, and the 
love of God, are offered a perpetual ſa- 
crifice to the inſatiate demon, who ne- 


that 


. F * - „ 
3 


that gold is the only deity which men LECT, 
adore. On ſearching into thy own bo- 


ſom, ſome lurking imp, of different form, 
complection and texture will be found; 
hid in cloſe diſguiſe, unknown indeed of 


men; but to the eye of God and conſci- 


ence clearly confeſſed. Down with it; 
it is thy diſhonour, and threatens thy 
ruin, 


IT. Rejoice with trembling, while you 
contemplate the affecting proſpett which 
opens of the ſeverity and mercy of the 
great God—the ſeverity, which by the 
hand of Levi cut off three thouſand of 
the offenders, in the heat of their offence; 
which threatened to exterminate the 
whole race, and which, in © the day of 
* viſitation, viſited their fin upon them” 
—the mercy, which relented, which pi- 
tied and ſpared the guilty, which liſtened 
to the voice of interceſſion, and accepted 
the atonement. Thou thyſelf, O ſinner, 
art a monument of both the one and the 
other. Thy life is forfened to juſtice ; 
thou art daily enduring the puniſhment 
G 3 of 
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LECT, 
III. 
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of thy tranſgreſſions; thou ſtandeſt con- 
tinually expoſed to ſeverer ills than any 
thou haſt yet felt, and far beyond what 
ſear itſelf can figure. Yet mercy ſuffers 
thee to live; there is hope concerning 
thee: the glad tidings of ſalvation are in 
thine ears; © behold the Lamb of God 
© whotaketh away the ſins of the world!” 
* behold now is the accepted time, be- 
* hold now is the day of ſalvation!” 
* Wherefore, let my counſel be accept- 


able unto thee, and break off thy ſins 


* by righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities 
* by ſhewing mercy to the poor: 1t may 
* be” more than © a lengthening of thy 
* tranquillity,” it may prevent eternal 


miſery, 


III. Behold a greater than Moſes is 
here—an Interceſſor more compaſſion- 
ate, more earneſt, more powerful: © a 
Prince with God” who ever prevails; 
a Propitiation ever.meritorious and fuc- 
ceſsful; * blood that cleanſeth from 
* all fin.” © If any man fin, we have an 


Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 


ce the 
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« the righteous: And he is the Propitia- 
tion for our ſins: and not for ours on- 
ly, but alſo for the fins of the whole 
e world.“ © Who in the days of his 
« fleſh, when he had offered up prayers 
and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying 
* and tears, unto him that was able to 
« ſave him from death, and was heard in 
e that he feared. Though he were a Son, 

yet learned he obedience by the things 
5 which he ſuffered: And being made 
& perfect, he became the author of eter- 
nal ſalvation unto all them that obey 
him. © Therefore we ought to give 
* the more earneſt heed to the things 
* which we have heard, leſt at any time 
© we ſhould let them ſhp. For if the 
* word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, 
* and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedi- 
A ence received a juſt recompence of re- 

„ward; how ſhall we eſcape if we ne- 
5 glett fo great ſalvation, which at the 
* firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, 


* x John il. 1. 2. 
7 Heb. v. 7, 9. 
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LECT. « and was confirmed unto us by them 
IL 5 
Wy © that heard him?“ 


IV. Let us look forward to © that 


e great and notable day of the Lord,“! 
when the law which was delivered audi. 


bly from Sinai, which Moſes with a raſh, 
inconſiderate hand could break in pieces, 
but was unable to repair, ſhall be reſtor- 


ed in all its purity and perfection; ſhall F 
be engraved on every heart, and become 
legible to every eye: when the hidden | 
glory of the legal diſpenſation ſhall be 


unveiled, and the greater glory of the 


GosPELdiſplayed: whenthe divine image 
ſhall be again impreſſed on the ſoul of 
man, in all its beauty and exactneſs and, 
we ourſelves, degraded and loſt as we are, 
ſhall “ be raiſed together, and made to 


* ſit together in heavenly places in Chriſt 


* Teſus”—and ©beholding withopenface | 
as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
* ſhall be changed into the ſame image, 
* from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.” © Beloved, nov | 


* Heb. ii. I, 2, 3. 
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& are we the ſons of God, and it doth LECT, | 
not yet appear what we ſhall be: but — N 
* we know, that when He ſhall appear 
.“ we ſhall be like Him, for we ſhall ſee <4 


te him as He is.“ 
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EXODUS XXX111. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN MOSES WENT OUT 


UNTO THE TABERNACLE, THAT ALL THE 
PEOPLE ROSE UP, AND STOOD EVERY MAN AT 
HIS TENT-DOOR, AND LOOKED AFTER MOSES, 
UNTIL HE WAS GONE INTO THE TABERNACLE. 
AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS MOSES ENTERED 
INTO THE TABERNACLE, THE CLOUDY PILLAR 
DESCENDED, AND STOOD AT THE DOOR OF THE 
TABERNACLE, AND THE LORD TALKED WITH 
MOSES. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAW THE CLOUDY 
PILLAR STAND AT THE TABERNACLE-DOOR*: 
AND ALL THE PEOPLE ROSE UP AND WORSHI P- 
PED, EVERY MAN IN HIS TENT-DOOR. AND 
THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES FACE TO FACE, 
AS A MAN SPEAKETH UNTO HIS FRIEND. 


(Gait is the parent of ſear and ſuſ- 


picion; conſcious innocence and 


integrity inſpire confidence and tranquil- 
| ity, „The wicked flee when no man 
* purſueth: but the righteous are bold as 
4 a lion.“ * „ Adam and his wiſe hid 


* Prov. XxVIll. I. 
© them- 
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LECT. * themſelves from the preſence of the 


—— 


* Lord God, amongſt the trees of the 
« garden.”* Moſes aſcends undaunted 
to meet the Lord, into the midſt of tem. 
peſt and fire. Behold the height of 
heaven, how great it is! What fo diſtant 
as the Creator and a fallen creature! 
But lo, the diſtance is done away; and 
what is ſo intimately near as a God re. 
conciled, and a fallen creature reſtored! 
Jehovah deſcending in mercy and grace; 
the ſoul ariſing, upborne on the wings of 
faith and love, muſt meet and unite, whe- 
ther on the mount or in the tabernacle: 
in the temple or the cloſet. © The ſecret 
* of the Lord is with them that fear him: 
and he will ſhew them his covenant.”7 
We have heard of Abraham, who was 
called the friend of God; and we behold 


a communication of the ſame diſtinguiſh: Þ 
ed honour, to that illuſtrious ſon of Abra- 
ham who has inſtructed and bleſſed man- 
kind by tranſmitting the hiſtory of this 
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ſacred friendſhip to the lateſt generations L To T, 


of the world. We ſee it ſtill expreſſed —— 
in the ſame manner; on the part of 
Moſes by humble ſubmiſſion, holy zeal 
and importunity, and child-like freedom 
and confidence: on the part of God, by 
the moſt unreſerved communication of 
his intentions, the moſt endearing expreſ- 
ſions of affection and good will. 


The hiſtory delivered in the preceding 
chapter of this book exhibited the bleſſ- 
ed communion on the mount, ſuddenly 
interrupted, by the dreadful ſcene of 
madneſs and rebelhon in the plain be- 
neath. Behold all Iſrael eating and 
drinking, dancing and playing, before a 
dumb idol, the ſimilitude of a brute beaſt. 
Behold ©& a covenant, with hell” ratified - 
by the ſame dread ſolemnities which had 
been ſo recently employed, to join a great 
nation in alliance with the God of hea- 
ven. The law which the plaſtic hand of 
Omnipotence had impreſſed on the ſoul 
of man in its very conſtitution ; the law 
which he lately had condeſcended diſ- 
tinctly 


Q | 


94 * HISTORY OF MOSES, 


LECT. tinctly to pronounce in the trembling 
— ears of all Iſrael; that law he had ſtill 


farther condeſcended, with exquiſite art 
and {kill, by his own finger, to engrave 
on two tablets of ſtone, for perpetual 
preſervation. Moſes deſcending in haſle, 
with this precious record in his s hand, 
perceives at a diſtance the diſorder Which 
raged in the camp, and, in a tranſport of 
indignation, daſhes the tablets on the 
ground, and breaks them in pieces. The 
motive was good and vommendable, but 
the action was raſh and preſumptuous. 
We find, however, no expreſſion of an- 
ger againſt that raſhneſs; the frailty is loſt 
and overlooked in approbation of the 
principle which led to it. But had not 
Moſes puniſhment ſufficient for his haſty 
conduct, in the irreparable loſs occaſion- 
ed by it, to himſelf and to the world? 
There was no occaſion to chide him; his 
own conſcience muſt have ſmitten him 
ſufficiently, as often as he reflected on 
what, in the moment of impatience, he 


had done. 


Without 


ng 
all 
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Without inflicting a poſitive chaſtiſe- LE 10 T. 
ment, a righteous God can eaſily reprove . 


men, by making them to feel the native 
conſequences of their own folly, and, of 


all the infirmities to which our nature is 
ſubject, Anger moſt certainly and moſt 


ſeverely puniſhes _ 


The man who is thus animated with 


| zeal for the glory of God, has forgotten 
' what fear is. Aaron, under the influence 
of the fear of man, yielded to the popu- 
lar frenzy, and fabricated the golden calf: 
| Moſes, inſpired with the fear of God, de- 
fies and deſpiſes the multitude, conſumes 
their idol in the fire, and grinds it to pow- 
der. This is that Moſes of whom they 
| talked ſo contemptuouſly a little while 
ago. What, nol 
 Ifrael who worſhipped the i image of the 
beaſt bold enough to protect his Dagon ! 
No: abaſhed they ſtand, and feel © how 
© * awful goodnels is, and ſee Virtue in her 


t one of the thouſands of 


3 


© own ſhape how lovely.” 


A moſt 


) 
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LECT. A moſt remarkable circumſtance i; 
— added to the hiſtory of the deſtruction of 
| the 1dol, which has greatly exerciſed the 
ingenuity, learning and imagination of 
criticks and commentators, Moſes took 
the duſt into which he had pounded the 
calf, and © ſtrawed it upon the water, and 
made the children of Iſrael drink of 
e it.”* This ſeems nothing more than an 
expreſſion of ſovereign contempt, poured 
upon a moſt worthleſs object; and a prac- 
tical demonſtration of the abſurdity of 
idolatry. And it may, perhaps not unwar:- 
rantably, be employed as a reproof of the 
inordinate love of money, that root of all 
evil. Gold, as an inſtrument of com- 
merce, as the means of procuring the 
things that are needful for the body, as 
a natural production poſſeſſed of very 
ſingular qualities, may be lawfully ſought 
after and innocently uſed; but erected 
| x into a deity, valued on 1ts own account, 
| ſwallowing up every other object, en. 
groſſing the whole heart, becomes un: 
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N profitable and pernicious; as incapable of L 5 
gratifying the real appetites of a rational 


being, as gold in it's ſimple ſtate is incapa» 
ble of ſatisfy ing hunger, or, mingled with 
water, of allaying thirſt. 


An imagination perpetually on the 
reich. to diſcover evangelical ideas in 


exery 10ta of the ſacred hiſtory, has per- 


© ceived the method of goſpel ſalvation, in 
this paſſage of Moſes; as if the prophet 
intended to ſignify that the Meſſiah, typi- 
fied by the water which iſſued from the 
rock in Horeb, could alone purify from 
[the yy” of idolatry, and from all other 


— 


Moſes having executed juſt vengeance 
on the idol iel, turns in holy indigna- 
tion to his weak and Nair brother, who 
that ſo readily fallen 1 as and abetted ſo 
groſs a deviation from all duty and de- 

cency. And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, 


What did this people unto thee, that 


7 


thou haſt brought ſo great a ſin upon 


* 


Vo L. IV. H 66 them?” 


CT. 


— 
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LECT. „them?“ * -an anticipated inſtance of 


IV. 


—— obedience to the apoſtolic injunction, 


Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſin upon thy bro- 
ther, but in any ways reprove him.” Juſ 
tice on the tribunal, knows not a brother 
in court, but examines the cauſe, Jul: 
tice, with the pen of the hiſtorian in his 
hand, knows not blood in recording facts, 
but declares the truth. Juſtice, as the 
miniſter of God, muſt ſlifle the calls of 
natural affection, and condemn the guil. 
ty. And here again Moſes becomes a 
pattern to all judges and magiſtrates, to 
every miniſter of religion, and every 
relater of events. His own faults, and 
thoſe of his neareſt relations, are told 


with the ſame artleſs ſimplicity, as their 


good qualities and praiſe-worthy ac- 
tions. Praiſe and cenſure are diſtribut- 
ed, with the ſame candour and impar— 
tiality, to his own FRY and to ſtran. 


gers. 


Aaron, formerly an object of condem· 


nation, now ſinks into an object of pity; 


* Verſe 21. 
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as every man muſt, in the day when he L Iv. 
„ is called to account, and has no defence — 
to make. And Aaron ſaid, Eet not 
„the anger of my lord wax hot: thou 

er © knowelt the people that they are ſet on 

1 . © miſchief. For they ſaid unto me, Make 

18 * us gods which ſhall go before us: for 

2 Las for this Moſes, the man that brought 

he 


a us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot 
© © not what is become of him. And I 
aid unto them, Whoſoever hath any 
gold, let them break it off. So they 
gave it me: then I caſt it into the fire, 
5 * and there came out this calf.““ Alas, 
alas! What a profuſion of words is guilt 
E conſtrained to employ in order to cover 
what it cannot extenuate or excuſe. 
What muſt it be to behold a guilty world 
© ſtand ſelf-condemned before the Judge 


par ol the quick and the dead! How dreadful 


ran. muſt it be, to appear in the number of 
that guilty crowd, without being able to e 
| | [eſcape unnoticed 1 in the crowd! 
dem 
pity; 


Verſes 22, 22; 24: 
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The ſcene that follows 1s one of thoſe 
from which we turn away our eyes in an- 
guiſh, or which we contemplate in ſilent 
horrour and aſtoniſhment—Thouſands 
of criminals falling at once by the hands 
of their brethren!—The ſons of Levi, 
deſtined to ſhed the blood of many vic- 
tims, to make atonement for the guilty— 
called to the dreadful miniſtry of offering 
up part of the guilty themſelves, a ſacri- 
hce to juſtice, to make atonement for the 
reſt! Mark how the courage of one 
man has rouſed that of many. A whole 
tribe has fortitude ſufficient to follow in a 
cauſe, wherein not one man was found 
daring enough to profeſs himſelf a leader. 
This 1s one motive, among many, to aim 
at being ſingularly good. Mark the ti- 
midity of conſcious guilt. Bevi was the 
leaſt numerous of all the tribes; but, en- 
gaged in the cauſe of God and truth, the 
myriads of offending Iſraelites ſhrink 
{rom their attack, or fall down before 
them. Mark how dreadful is the brow of 
Juſtice rouſed to vengeance. © Conſecrate 
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* every man upon his ſon, and upon his 
* brother, that he may beſtow upon you 
* a bleſſing this day.“ “ What a night 
of horrour and remorſe muſt have ſuc- 
ceeded a day of impiety, madneſs and 
ſlaughter! What an awful to-morrow, 
the day of reckoning, to follow that diſ- 
mal night ! 

But the caſe, though dangerous, 1s not. 
deſperate, while there is a Moſes to in- 
tercede. Has my offended Father fo 
much tenderneſs left, as to upbraid, to 
reprove, to chaſtiſe me? His diſplea- 
ſure, though depreſſing, is not intolerable: 
but filent anger, reſentment that ne- 
glects, that ſhuns, that leaves me to my- 
ſelf, is a burthen too heavy for me to 
bear. If. God vouchſaſe to ſpeak to 
me, though in thunder; to anſwer me, 
though from the whirlwind ; there is 
hope concerning me. But if he ſay 
within himſelf, © Ephraim is joined to 


* Verle 29. 


H 3 dels, 


— 


LECT. 


* 


102 HISTORY OF MOSES, 


* 1dols, let him alone,” then 1 am in- 
deed loſt and undone.— 


The interceſſion of Moſes, in behalf 
of the people, now aſſumes a tone pe- 
culiarly earneſt and affecting. And 
e Moſes returned unto the Lord, and 
e ſaid, Oh, this people have ſinned a 
great fin, and have made them gods 
* of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt, for- 
« ove. their ſin: and if not, blot me, I 
* pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
© haſt written.”* It is hardly credible 
that, on this paſſage, a ſyſtem of piety 
has been built ſo refined as to iſſue in 
abſurdity and contradiction. Moſes is 
here ſuppoſed, by interpreters of a cer- 
tain complection, to expreſs the utmoſt 
readineſs to renounce his eternal ſalva- 
tion tor what he apprehended to be 
the greater glory of God, and if it 
could be the condition of procuring fal- 


vation to Iſrael. Reſignation to the di- 


vine will, according to them, is imper- 


* Verſes 31, 32. 
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fe, till a man can cheerfully and deli- L * 


berately, prefer his own everlaſting dam 


nation, to all the joys of heaven, if the 
higher intereſts of public good, and the 
glory of God can be thereby promoted. 
This, to ſome viſionary minds, may have 
a ſpecious appearance of a more ſublime 
piety : but it is both unnatural and un- 
ſcriptural ; and therefore 1s not piety 
at all. As it has fallen in my way, and 
as this text in Moſes has been connect- 
ed with a famous paſlage in the, New 
Teſtament of ſimilar import, I will take 
the liberty to ſpeak at ſome length, and 
with much plainneſs upon the ſubject ; 
it being a principal object 1n the plan of 
theſe lectures, to unfold and recommend 
the religion of the Bible; that is, the re- 
ligion of good ſenſe, to the neglect 
of all human ſyſtems, and all uſeleſs 
ſpeculations, which have not an ob- 
vious foundation in ſcripture and rea- 
lon, and which do not obvioully tend 
to promote human virtue and happi— 
nels, 


H 4 Now, 
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Now, we heſitate not a moment to af. 
firm, that the dottrine attempted to be 
built on the united texts of Moſes and of 
Paul, has not the foundation of the Pro- 
phet and of the Apoſtle to reſt upon; and 
that it is not calculated to ſerve any one 
purpole of religion, wiſdom or virtue. 
The paſſage in the New Teſtament al- 
luded to, is that of the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, and runs thus,“ For I could 
* with that myſelf were accurſed from 
« Chriit, for my brethren, my kinſmen 
e according to the fleſh.” * It is too well 
known, to need any proof, that there are 
in every language, and among all nations 
of the world, certain modes of expreſſion 
in common ule, which 1t were unfair to 
interpret according to the literal import 
of the words, and which accordingly, it 
tranſlated into a foreign language, and 
applied to the modes of thought and ex- 
preſſion uſed in a different age and coun- 
try, might convey a meaning very dif- 
ferent from the original one, perhaps di- 


* Rom. ix. 3. 


metrically 


— 
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ametrically oppoſite to it. 
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Is there a 
man in his ſenſes, who will pretend to al- 


ſert that Moſes in the wilderneſs of Si- 
by nal, one thouſand five hundred and fifty 


years before Chriſt, affixed the ſame idea 


10 theſe words, © Blot me, I pray thee, 


© out of thy book which thou haſt writ- 


* ten,'* which a dogmatical maker of 


5 ſtems in France or England in the eigh- 
teenth century thinks proper to affix to 


| them! ? Is it a certain point that the apoſ- 
| tle Paul and ſuch an one, mean preciſely 


the ſame thing, when the former writes 


© * anathema,” and the latter, in the phra- 
| ſeology of his own language, thinks fit to 


render it by the word “ accurſed?” In 


ruth, both expreſſions evidently are figu- 


rative, and can be fully underſtood only 
by appealing to the genius of the origi- 
nal languages, the ſpirit of the men who 
Fuſe them, and the occcaſion on which 
they are employed. Moſes, in a moment, 
explains what he underſtands by “ the 
book which God had written.” For 


" 


* Verſe 32. 
what 
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what ſaith the anſwer of God to this cx. 
poſtulation ? -© Whoſoever hath ſinned 
* againſt me, him, will I blot out of my 
* book.” * And what ſaith the hiſtory? 
* All that generation died in the wilder. 
«nels, without being admitted into the 
land of promiſe, according to the ori. 


ginal deſtination of Providence, or, as 


it was © written in God's book.” Folloy 
Moſes to a ſimilar ſituation on another 
occaſion, and ſee how he expreſſes him- 
ſelf; and let the one paſſage explain the 
other. The people became diſcontented 
with their food at Tabera, and luſted for 
the proviſion of Egypt; God was dif- 


pleaſed, and threatened to conſume them; 
Moſes, grieved in ſpirit, thus preſumes 
to expoſtulate. And Moſes ſaid unto 
* the Lord, Wherefore haſt thou afflicted 
* thy ſervant 2? and wherefore have I not 
* found favour in thy ſight, that thou 
© Jayeſt the burden of all this people up- 


on me? Have I conceived all this pco-W 


ple? Have I begotten them, that thou 


is / ® Verſe 33. 


« ſhouldel 
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eth the ſucking child,) unto the land 
„ which thou ſwareſt unto their fathers p 
„ Whence ſhould I have fleſh to give 
2 * unto all this people? for they weep 
4 unto me, ſaying, give us fleſh that we 
may eat. I am not able to bear all this 
| i people alone, becauſe It 1s too heavy 

. for me. And if thou deal thus with 


im. me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, 


8 if I have found favour in thy ſight; 
, and let me not ſee my wretchedneſs. 
he expreſſion Kill me out bf hand,” 
lf L plainly equivalent to that uſed in 
em; Exodus, Blot me out of the book which 
me IF thou haſt written.” What then is the 
unto fair meaning and conſtruction of the 
ied words of Moſes ? © Lord, grant the par- 
I not don of this people to the prayers of 
thy ſervant ;—who would rather ſub- 
up- i mit to everlaſting miſery, than fail to 
peo. 4 obtain his requeſt ?” Horrid, blaſphe- 
thou Jnous, abſurd ! No, but nature, plety and 


Numb. xi. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
patriotiſm 


\ 


4 ſhouldeſt ſay unto me, carry them in LECT: 


* thy boſom, (as a nurſing- father bear 
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patriotiſm unite, in ſaying as he does, 
Lord, if thy decree againſt this people 


may not be reverſed, if juſtice demand 


« their utter extermination, let mine eyes 
«© be firſt cloſed in peace. Sabjett me not 
* to the cruel mortiſication of ſurviving 
* all my nation, and of enduring the in. 


* ſults and ſcorn of our enemies. In 


* mercy take me firſt out of the worid, 


* where I ſhould only lead a life of ſor. 


; Fd * .* 
© row and regret, heavier than death it. 


. ſelf.” The word anathema uſed by the 
Apoſtle is of the ſame import with the 
Hebrew word oon. They both denote 
a perſon or thing devoted, ſeparated by 
a vow or curſe, one excommunicated 
and ſeparated from ſociety, And hi 
meaning is this, © I molt ſolemnly pro- 
* teſt; God and my own conſcience are 
„my witneſſes, that I ſpeak the truth 
as it is in my heart; the inſidelity of 
* my countrymen after the fleſh, 1s a 
* matter of the deepeſt concern and re- 
* oret to me: to ſuch a degree, that If it 
* could be the means of curing their pre- 


« ;udices, and bringing them to Chrilt 
the 
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/ 
« the Redeemer, I care not in what eſti- LECT. 
mation I might be held in the church. 


« Let me ceaſe to be an apoſtle, let me 
« be as one cut off from the ſociety of 
« the faithful, for ſome atrocious crime; 
« let me be vile and contemptible in the 
eyes of the world; let but the IIrael 
* of God be gathered to the Redeem- 
*er, and brought within the bond of 
the covenant of grace.“ Moreover, 
Paul does not directly form even this 
wiſh; but conditionally, © I could wiſh,” 
were it lawful for me to form ſuch a 


wiſh, and if the granting it, could any 


way contribute to the accompliſhment 


of a purpole ſo deſirable. 


The ſentiment, then, of thoſe myſtics. 
has no warrant either in the language, 
or in the ſpirit of any of the perſons 
whom God has propoſed to us as pat- 
terns in ſeripture. 


Beſides their being unſcriptural, what 
can be more extravagant and unnatural, 
than thoſe ranting expreſſions of one of 

that 
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that order?* © Though I were, ſure of 
being condemned to hell, I would not 


-* ceaſe from my penitential acts, and 


from depriving myſelf of all com. 
* forts for the love of God. If I am to 
* be caſt into hell, O my God ſtay no 
longer, make haſte, and ſince thou hall 
* forſaken me, finiſh thy work, precipi. 
* tate me into the bottomleſs pit.” Ca. 
tharine of Sienna thinks fit to expreſs her. 
ſelf thus on the ſame ſubject : © Though 
e jt were poſſible to feel all the torment; 
* of devils and damned ſouls, yet ſhould! 
never call them pains, ſo much pleaſurc 
* would the pure love of God make me 
* to find therein.“ Thele are evidently 
the idle ſpeculations of perſons too much 
at their eaſe, whom one hour of exqu!- 
ſite torment would bring to their ſenſes, 
and teach a ſounder divinity. What 15 
the foundation of our love to God! 
His love to us; the good which he has 
done to us, and that which we {lll ex- 


* Angele de Foligni. Eveque de Meaux mes 
Paſtor. Pag. 341. 


\. 


pect 
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price require that I ſhould be tormented 


© everlaſtingly. I love the Lord becauſe 
| > he hath delivered me from the curſe of 
the law ; becauſe he hath ſaved me from 
; going down to the pit: becauſe he“ hath 
7 © raiſed us up together, and made us fit 
s together in heavenly places in Chriſt 
| : <6 Jeſus.”* | | A. 


Moſes by intreaty obtains a ſhort re- 


© prieve for the offenders; but a plain in- 
mation is given that they ſhould not 
8 paſs wholly unpuniſhed. “ In the day 
8 « when I viſit, I will viſit their fin upon 
them.“ T The meaning of this threat- 
ening is fully explained in the ſequel. 
All that generation of men were blotted - 
out of the book of the living; their car- 
caſes fell gradually in the wilderneſs; 
they were not permitted to ſee the good 
land promiſed to their fathers; plague 


* Eph ii. 6. 
+ Verſe 34. 
upon 


pect from him. I feel it impoſſible for LECT 
me to love one, whole intereſt or ca: wu 


* 


112 HISTORY OF MOSES, 


L RE ST. upon plague overtook them, till they 
vere conſumed for their idolatry ; of the 


worſhippers of the golden calf hot one 
entered into Canaan. 


God had hitherto condeſcended to 
conduct and defend Iſrael, in that won- 
dertul ſymbol of his preſence, the pillar 
of cloud and fire. Provoked by their 
rebellion, their Protettor and Guide 
withdraws from them, and they are leſt 
to purſue their march, through paths of 
their own chuſing. The adage ſays, 
* Whom God means to deſtroy, he firſt 
* infatuates,” Had it run more imply, 
* Whom' God means to deſtroy, he ſirſt 
* forlakes,” it had been juſter and more 
conſonant to the tenour of ſcripture. 
When Jchovah has withdrawn as a friend, 
he is not far off as an enemy. But what 
muſt it have been to one who felt like 
Moſes, to be commanded to proceed to 


the conqueſt of Canaan, deſtitute of the 


preſence and ſupport of God, the glory 
and the ſtrength of Iſrael? It was like 
ſending a his into a tempeſtuous ocean, 

25 without 


8 
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without ballaſt, without a maſt or ſail, LI r. 
: without a rudder or compals, to be dri 
ven at the mercy of every blaſt; and 
laid under the neceſſity of ſinking in 
the mighty deep. Moſes apprehends 
the full extent of an attempt ſo perilous, 
and deprecates it with all che energy of 
ſupplication. He apprehends no ill, 
© ſave one, that of being deſerted of God. 
He trembles at no foe, but their beſt 
friend eſtranged. 
4 p F | 
The wretched multitude now ſee their 
nakedneſs, and are aſhamed. In vain do 
| j gold and jewels attempt to hide the de- 
formity of a ſoul that has loſt its inno- 
= cence. They were not more eager, the 
other day, to contribute their ornaments 
2 to the formation of an idol, than they are 
now to hide them out 5 ſight, as the 
monuments of their diſhonour. © What 
fruit have they now in thoſe things, 
& © whereof they are aſhamed?” A face of 
| 55 is ſeen over the whole camp, 
and every face is clothed with deſpair. 
Direction ig given to remove the taber- 
e. . | I - nacle 
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L we T. nacle without the. camp. A few who 
[ had continued faithful, adhere to that ö 
divine inſtrument of protection, and fol. 
low it. The cloudy pillar, which, dur. 

ing the period of riot, ſedition and re. 
volt, had in wrath departed, returned 

to its deſtined reſidence, the tabernacle 

In the eyes of aſtoniſhed Iſrael, Mole; 
enters undiſmayed into that manſion of 
divine glory, proceeds to meet God, as WW 

a man to meet his friend; renews the WW. 
conference in the plain, whichhad been WR. 
broken off on the mount. The reſult 

is, God gracioully relents, being mindful 

of his covenant, and again undertakes 

the ſafe conduct of his people, © My 

* preſence ſhall go with thee, and I will 
give thee reſt,““ and all again 1 
peace.—And thus conclude the contro- 
verſes between diſobedient and gainſay. 

ing children, and their tender-hearted, 
relenting Father. He is not to be“ over- 

* come of evil, but overcomes evil with 


good.“ 


+ Ch. xxxin. 14. 


But 


J 
[ 


Fi 


HISTORY OF MOSES. 115 


But what is this I hear? Moſes ſolicit- 


ing for ſtill farther manifeſtations of the 


dine perfections? Who had ſeen, who 


had heard, who had felt and enjoyed ſo 


much of God as he? And yet fill he is 


importunately entreating, Lord, ſhew 


= © me thy glory.” O my friends, How 


many things of God do“ angels ſtill 
deſire to look into?“ There is © a 
„ breadth, and length, and depth, Ind 
© © height, in the love of Chriſt, which 


paſſeth knowledge.” The reſponſe of 


the Oracle to this requeſt, is not leſs ex- 


traordinary than the requeſt itſelf. * And 


che ſaid, I will make all my goodneſs 
© © pals before thee, and I will proclaim 


2 


= 
Aa «c 
. 


the name of the Lord before thee; and 


- cc 


will be gracious to whom I will be gra- 
* cious, and will ſhew mercy on whom I 


ö * will ſhew mercy. And he ſaid, thou 


* canſt not ſee my face: for there ſhall 
* no man ſee me and live. And the Lord 


* ſaid, behold, there is a place by me, 


and thou ſhalt ſtand upon a rock. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, while my glory 


6 
# 


: © paſſeth by, that I will put thee in a 
I 2 * clift 
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* clift of the rock; and will cover the 


with my hand, while I paſs by. Andi 
© will take away mine hand, and thou | 
% ſhalt ſee my back-parts: but my fag | 
* ſhall not be ſeen.” * This opens a fich F 
of meditation too ample to be now en 
tered upon. Let it be reſerved for the en. : 
tire ground of another evening's excurWi 
ſion into the region of ſcripture: and H 
us contemplate with wonder the ſcent F 
which has juſt paſſed before our eyes. , 
Does the whole ſtory ſeem to ani 
one incredible? Let the horrid ſcene 
which this great metropolis exhibit i 
not many years ago, ariſe upon his u : 
collection. Let him think on the fren:Wlt 
which, likea mighty torrent, carried even 
thing before it; which fired the cih I 
overawed the ſenate, and threatened u C 


diſſolution of all regular governmen 
Who can tell the dire effects which d 
perate enthuſiaſm, ſuddenly burſting o 
7 2 * Cha. xxxiii. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 


11 IF June, 1780. 
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Len it with our eyes, we could ſcarcely 
a Wave believed that conſequences ſo mo- 
Wmentous ſhould have iſſued from a ſource 
o contemptible. The reſolutions and 
| 2 operations of a lawleſs multitude are tru- 
formidable. Unoppoled, they ruſh on 
an overflowing flood; reſiſted, they 


riven by the wind, 


— Obſerve, O man, how the moſt dif- 
cult leſſons of, religion, patience, and 
Worbearance, and forgivenels, are taught 
bee by the example of the great Jeho- 

az himſelf. Dareſt thou to think of 
engeance for a petty, a miſconceived, 

n imaginary offence, when thou behold- 
Wt the moſt glorious of all beings, pal- 
Wing by, blotting out the moſt heinous, 


Whou heareſt him proclaiming his name, 
5 * The LORD, the LORD God merci— 
ful, and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
* abundant in goodneſs and truth: keep- 
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and exciting univerſal terrour and con- LECT. 
gernation, may produce. Had we not 
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elt away; they are ſcattered like chaff h 


We moſt unprovoked inſults, and when 


"OE w TA 


* head. Be not overcome of evil, bu 
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« ing mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini 
« quity and tranſgreſſion and fin” 
* Dearly beloved, avenge not yourlelye,, 
but rather give place unto wrath: fo 
* it is written, Vengeance is mine; I wil 
« repay, ſaith the Lord. Therefore u 
“ thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
* thirſt give him drink; for in ſo doing 
„ thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on hi 


* overcome evil with good.“ * {aff 
« unto you, love your enemies, ble 
them that curſe you, do good to then 
* that hate you, and pray for them whic| 

« deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecut 
« you: That ye may be the children «M 
„your Father which is in heaven: for 
he maketh his ſun to riſe on the e 


and on the good, and ſendeth rain ot * 


* the juſt and on the unjuſt. T 


Follow on to know the Lord.” Ex 
patiate in Nature's ample field; and you 


* Rom. Xii. 19, 20, 21. 
7 Mat. v. 44, 45. 
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nn» 
ves, 


for 


eternal Providence, and you will ſee 
8 conſtant cauſe to rejoice in the thought 
wih that there is a GOD who judgeth and 
e ruteth in the carth. Dive deeper and 
e deeper into thoſe myſteries of Grace 
ine which © Angels deſire to look into,” and 
Þ break forth into ſongs of joy, that 
bus © GOD is love.” © This is life eternal, 
ah © that they might know thee, the only 
1c; © true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
hen! © haſt ſent.”* Now, © we know in part, 
hic © and we propheſy in part. But, when 
chat which is perfect is come, then that 


cute 
n of © which is in part ſhall be done away.“ 


Wi 
eis Nature now preſents in every plant, 
nin every pebble, myſteries that defy the 
= reſearches of the wiſeſt and moſt acute; 
then © the way-faring man, though a 
| * tool,” ſhall comprehend ſyſtems the 
vaſteſt, moſt complex, moſt abſtruſe. 


} Ex- 
| you 2 


* John. xvil. 3. 
+ 1 Cor. Xill. 9. 10. 


I 4 Provi- 


will find profit and inſtruction blended LE CT. 
with delight. Explore the wonders of wu 
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Providence now exhibits an apparent in- 
conſiſtency and diſorder, which con- 
founds the reaſoning pride of man; then, 
God will fully vindicate his ways to man, 
obviate every difficulty, reſolve every 
doubt, remove every ſcruple. In ſerip- 
ture © are ſome things hard to be under- 
« ſtood,” in our preſent ſtate of ignorance 
and imperfection ; then, the veil ſhall be 
removed, and © we ſhall ſee face to face, 
—* then ſhall we know even as alſo we 
„are known.” Then the promiſed Spi- 
rit of wiſdom and revelation ſhall © teach 
us all things, and bring all things to 
* our remembrance.” Then, ſhall he 
* open” our © underſtanding,” that we 
may*® underſtandtheſcriptures.” © Amen, 
* even ſo, come Lord Jeſus !” 
id 


LECTURE 
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rene A 
EXODUS XXXI11. 18. 


AND HE SAID, I BESEECH THEE, SHEW ME 


"THY GLORY. 


PTE E greater progreſs any one has 


made in ſcience, the deeper muſt be 


his conviction of his own 1gnorance and 
imperfection; and the higher our attain- 
ments in religion, the ſtronger is the im- 


preſſion of our infinite diſtance from 


God. A little knowledge puffeth up ; 
but modeſty and humility are the con- 
ſtant attendants on profound wiſdom. 


Thoughtleſs men make light of the 


name, the houſe, the day of God; but 


angels © cover their faces with their 


* wings,” when they approach his awful 
preſence. Human friendſhip admits of 
freedom and familiarity ; but while the 


great 
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%L 7 T. great Jehovah condeſcends to © dwell 
6 * with man upon earth, even with him 


« who is of a contrite and humble ſpirit,” 
he permits us not to forget, that he is 
* the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth 
eternity, whoſe name is holy.” Are 
we elevated, as on eagles wings, up to 
the eternal throne? It 1s only that we 
may feel the hand which ſupports our 
flight, and diſcern our own darkneſs by 
that light which is inacceſſible and full 
* of glory.” Abraham, the friend of 
God, in the higheſt intimacy of that ho- 
nourable character, loſes not for a mo- 
ment the ſenſe of his diſtance and depen- 
dence; © Behold now I have taken up- 
© on me to ſpeak unto the Lord, which 
* am but duſt and aſhes.”* © O let not 
* the Lord be angry, and I will ſpeak 
„but this once.” A voice from heaven 
reaches his ears, ſaying, © fear not, 
„ Abram : I am thy ſhield, and thy ex- 
* ceeding great reward,” And that in. 


* Gen. Xxviii. 27. 
t Gen. xv. 1. 


nt 
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Nant we behold him proſtrate, with his LECT. - 


face to the ground. Moſes, the friend of 
God, to whom Jehovah revealed more 
of himſelf than to any other man, is ſtill 
but in the outer court of the habitation 
where God dwells. What he knows has 


only created a thirſt for knowledge; what 


he has ſeen has but inſpired an ear- 
neſt defire of ſeeing more and more; 
and after communications ſo ample, and 
communion ſo ſweet, this is ſtill his de- 
fire, this his requeſt, © Lord, ſhew me 


“thy glory.” 


From the reiterated rebellions and 


provocations of Iſrael, this good has re- 
ſulted—New, endearing, encouraging 
diſcoveries have been made of the divine 


nature, perfections and will. Mankind, 


to the lateſt generations, have been in- 
ſtrutted to revere that juſtice which 
* will by no means clear the guilty,” and 
to triumph in that mercy which “ for- 
giveth iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin.” 
The revolt of the people cemented and 

improved 
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LECT. improved the union between God and 
—— their leader. 

Joſhua, the ſon of Nun, who was del. 

tined to make ſo diſtinguiſhed a figure, 

and to act a part ſo conſpicuous and im- 
portant in the hiſtory of Iſrael, is repre- 

ſented as trained up from his youth in the 

ſervice of Moſes, and in communion with 
b God. We find him in the mount with , 
his maſter when he went to receive the 
written law, while the multitude below 
were polluting themſelves with idols. We 
find him entering with his maſter into the 
tabernacle, when 1t was removed out of 
the camp, and the glory of the Lord 
overſhadowed it; and there he remained, 
while Moſes returned to confer with the 
. people. Early habits of acquaintance 
with God, and employment in his ſervice, 
are youth's beſt ſecurity and pfeſervative 
againſt fin, and the ſureſt foundation of 
honour and uſefulneſs, of diſtinction and 
comfort, in advanced age. A man muſt 
be formed to command by obeying. 
\ a young man, departed not out 


60 of 


HISTORY OF MOSES. 125 


e of the tabernacle.”* What a ſevere 
reproof of that ſpirit of profligacy and 
diſſipation, that criminal love of pleaſure 
and coldneſs to intellectual attainments, 
that irreligion and profanity which cha- 
räcterize youth in general? 


It is pleaſing to look forward to this 
good man's latter end, and to obſerve a 
career of glory ſupported and adorned by 
piety; a youth of ſeriouſneſs, fidelity, and 
uſefulneſs, ripening into an advanced life 
of reputation and uſefulneſs; declming 
into an old age of tranquillity, vigour, and 
joy; and cloſing in the well-grounded 
hope of immortality. Joſhua was trained 
for the camp, in the tabernacle and on 
the mount, and was prepared to be the 
great general and ſtateſman, by learning 
frſt, to be the humble ſaint and faithful 


miniſter. + 


is | 


The characters of Moſes and of Joſhua 
delightfully illuſtrate and embelliſh each 


7 
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other. 
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LECT. 


other. Moſes knew from the beginning 
that this young man was to be his ſuc- 
ceſſor in office; was to finiſh the work 
which he had begun; was to have the 
glory of conquering Canaan, and of eſta- 


bliſhing Iſrael there, according to the 


—— — — 


promiſes. An ordinary mind vould 
have marked the progreſs of this grow- 
ing rival with jealouſy; would have at- 
tempted to obſtruct his advancement; 
would have repined at the preference 
given him, to the neglett of his own fa- 
mily. But every ſelfiſh, every domeſtic 
conſideration gives way to the rifing me- 
rits of Joſhua, and to the choice and ap- 
pointment of Heaven. It was equally 
natural, on the other hand, for a young 
man like Joſhua, who knew that he was 
deſtined to rule, to ſurpaſs his maſter, to 
reach the higheſt ſummit of human gran- 
deur; it was natural for ſuch an one to 
become impatient of authority, to be 
weary of reſtraint, to be eager to bring 
himſelf forward, and make himſelf con- 
ſpicuous: But the ſon of Nun diſcovers 
true magnanimity in cheerfully yielding 


the 
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| 
| 


the ſubjection becoming an inferior; in . 105 T. 
obſerving Moſes, and learning of him; 
in patiently waiting for the time and 
manner which Providence ſhould chuſe 
ol exalting him to honour. Moſes treats 
him, and ſpeaks of him, as of a favourite 
ſon, riſing into eminence and diſtinction; 
he behaves to Moſes as to a beloved pa- 
rent, crowned with years and honour, 
which he hopes to ſee him long enjoy. 
Theſe are leſſons not taught in the ſchool 
of the world, where natural affection, 
decency, and diſcretion are daily ſacri- | 
ficed on the altar of pride, ſelfiſhneſs, 


avarice, and ambition. 


Moſes has, by importunity, prevailed 
that the uſual ſymbol of the divine pre- 
ſence ſhould continue to lead and protett 
Iſrael, by the way in which they went to 
the promiſed land. In anſwer to the 
prayer of faith, it is thus promiſed, 
My preſence ſhall go with thee, and 
* will give thee reſt.”* His ſpirit is p 


* Verſe 14. 
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L EC T. now therefore tranquilized with reſpeR 
do the people of his charge. God is 


yet again © for them, and who can be 
* againſt them?” But his perſonal ac- 
quaintance with God, ſeems only be- 
ginning. As if he had ſeen nothing of 
the divine glory in the buſh at Horeb, 
which burned, but was not conſumed ; 
as if the awful glories of Sinai had been 
nothing: as if God had not ſpoken to 
him in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, face to face,“ as a mantohis friend; 
he continues to entreat, Lord, ſhew 
* me thy glory!” My friends, if you can 
reſt ſatisfied with what you know of 
God, it is a melancholy proof that you 
know him not. Eternity 1s too ſhort, 
_ the capacity of an angel too limited, to 
find out the Almighty unto perfec- 


tion.“ 


What a field of diſcovery does the 
vaſt frame of NATURE preſent ! Suppol- 
ing, O man, thy duration ſufficiently ex- 
tended, thy underſtanding ſufficiently 
enlarged, and opportunity afforded thee, 

equal 
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| equal to thy utmoſt wiſh, when couldeſt L x” T, 
thou have made a complete ſurvey f 
the little globe wherein we dwell ; when 
couldeſt thou have explored the innu- 
merable ſecret wonders of the hoary 
deep; when examined the precious con- 
tents of the everlaſting hills; when diſ- 
covered the nature and properties of air 

and fire? Suppoling the mighty taſk 
performed; ſuppoling the untried re- 
gions of the air, the untrodden paths of ll 
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E the ſea, the deep and the high places of 45 
the earth rendered acceſſible to thy ap- ä | 
proach, laid fully open to thy view— 1 


and lo, the race of knowledge is but 
beginning. Behold another orb at hand, - 
preſenting a new world of wonders ; an 
orb, poſſeſſing an inconceivably greater 
extent than our earth, containing an in- 
finitely greater variety of objects, an- 
ſwering a much nobler end in the ſcale 
of being; and after that, another; and 
another ſtill, in endleſs ſucceſſion. Sup- 
| Pole the whole planetary ſyſtem, in or- 
| der, to have paſſed under review, the 
mind refts not there; the wonders of 
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Divine Power and wiſdom. end not then; 
the ſoul wings its way to other ſyſtems, 
lighted by other ſuns, and finds itſelf but 


entering on the glorious career, 


- 
* 5 \ as. # $ » „ * "_ 4 3 
S CD, Coos 


Were the whole expanſe of Nature 
explored, the MORAL government of 
God, over all theſe ſpheres, and all that 
they contain, expands the ſame vaſt field 
afreſh to the aſtoniſhed eye, and invite 
to a ſecond excurſion. When that 1s 
performed, REDEEMING LOVE, AL 
MIGHTY GRACE diſplay the ample the. 
atre a third time, and lead us by the 
hand through the © nations of them that 
are ſaved,” and point out the ſucceſſive Þþ 
triumphs of ſovereign goodneſs. As il 7 
it were poſſible to ſee an end of all th 
glorious perfection, ſcripture announce i 
the diſſolution of all theſe things, as a 
ſpace too ſmall for the ſoul to expatiate 
in, as an object too mean for its con. 
templation; and promiſes a new and 
more glorious ſyſtem of things, ſuited to 
its endleſs duration and exalted powers e 
new heavens and a new earth wherein þ 7 

9 dwellet 


nne * 
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& dwelleth righteouſneſs.” And what 
is it, even then, that men behold ? The 
works of God, not God himſelf; the 
writing, not the hand that writes; the 
palace that 1s inhabited, not the divine 


inhabitant ; the emanation, not the eſ- 


ſence of his glory. Every gracious ſpi- 
rit, then, will with Moſes be © following 


on to know the Lord ;” ſtill and ever 
enquiring, ſtill and ever imploring, 


Lord, ſhew me thy glory.“ 


The anſwer of God to this requeſt, 1s 
not leſs remarkable than the requeſt it- 


ſelf. Moſes prayed, ſaying, © Lord, ſhew 


© me thy glory.” Alas, like the diſciple 
on the mount of transfiguration, © he 

* © knew not what he ſaid.” To have been 
2 anſwered according to the letter of his 
deſire, had been fatal to him; for what 
2 created eye can behold the glory of God 
and live? But a gracious God returns 
an anſwer ſuitable to the condition of 
5 his ſervant, © And he ſaid, I will make 
; * all my GOODNESS paſs Before thee, and 
l I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
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LECT. « beſore thee ; and will be gracious to 
—— * whom I will be gracious, and will lden 
6 mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy.”* 
This is the glory of God to man, the 
riches of his grace, the glory of his good- 


neſs, the wonders of his love. 


In a diſplay of the moſt ſtriking ima- 
gery, God points out to Moſes what was 
weak, 1gnorant and preſumptuous 1n his 
petition, and commends what is pious, 
dutiful and affectionate. And he ſaid, 
Thou canſt not ſee my face: for there 
* ſhall no man ſee me, and live. And the 
* Lord ſaid, Behold, there is a place by 
* me, and thou ſhalt ſtand upon a rock. 
* And it ſhall come to paſs, while my 
* glory paſſeth by, that I will put thee 
* macht of the rock; and I will cover 
* thee with my hand, while I paſs by. 
And I will take away mine hand, and 
thou ſhalt ſee my back parts: but my 
face ſhall not be ſeen.”F Expreſſions 
plainly importing, That by creatures 
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ſuch as we are, the great Jehovah can LE CT. 
be ſeen and known only from thoſe to- 9 
kens of his preſence which he leaves be- 
hind him. He comes upon us, as it 
were, imperceptibly, unveils his glory 
for a moment, in his Word, in his Or- 
dinances, but his hand 1s upon our eyes. 
As he departs, he permits us to look up, 
and to know, by infallible marks, that he 
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has been with us. Thus, Jacob's viſion | 

q at Bethe] was over, before he was aware 9 
into what glorious company he had been 
introduced. And Jacob awaked out i 

* of his {leep, and he ſaid, Surely the 5 

C Lord is in this place; and I knew it i 
not.“ Thus at Peniel he wreſtled ap- 10 
5 parently with a man; but in departing, if 
: his divine antagoniſt, by a touch, con- | 
vinced him who he was; and he diſ- 4 
covers, that he had ſeen “the viſions of i 
the Almighty,” after he had withdrawn. 7 

And thus, the glorified Redeemer talked 0 

ü with the two diſciples by the way, as 
they went to Emmaus, and opened unto | f 


— 


* Geneſis xxviii. 16. 
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LE Fr them the ſcriptures, while their heart 
— bburned within them, but their eyes were 
held that they did not know him. At 
length, while he brake bread and bleſſed 
it, © their eyes were opened, and they 
„ knew him.” 
We ſee him not; we cannot fee him and 
live; but by this we ſhall know it here. 
after—Has his word been made quick 
and powerful to any ſoul ? Has the dig- 
nity and importance of communion with 
him, been felt? Is a man departing with 
a deeper and more humbling ſenſe of his 


. trated with a more lively apprehenſion 
of the mercy of God through a Saviour? 
Is fin rendered more odious, and holi- 
neſs more amiable in the eyes of any one? 
Is the heart glowing with defire to know 
more of God, to love him more, and 
ſerve him better? Is the ſpirit of a man 


preſſing toward the mark, for the prize 


* of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
„ Jeſus ?” Then of a truth God is in 


» Phil, iii. 14, 
this 


Ils God in this place? 


own unworthineſs and guilt ; and pene. 


LAY id 
1 A 


* Wag od 


Colt i eee ty > „ Pr. 52,5 At We SO 


"WES Ws Te RF, 


1s 


r 


„ 


n 
—— 


e 


- * * = 4 | 
„ CP ICE SEE TB NWS . 


3 EA Ne LR 


: 42 
iT 
** 
: V2 
. A, 
* 
NT 
þ x 
* , 
* 
. 
N 2 
3 
A 


HISTORY OF MOSES, 135 


this place ; and a day ſpent thus in his 
courts, is better than a thouſand, 


But how 1s the language of this con- 
cluding paſſage of the chapter to be re- 


L _ . 
— 


conciled with that in the eleventh ; 


verſe?—* The Lord ſpake unto Moſes 
face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto 
his friend.” The expreſſion, * to ſee 
« the face,” is evidently taken in two 
different ſenſes. In the 11th verſe, it 


ſignifies, to be regarded with favour or 


approbation, as it is in the 4th Pſalm, 
verſe 6. Lord, lift thou up the light 
© of thy countenance upon us ;” that is, 
ſhew thyſelf gracious unto us, for we 
prize thy loving kindnels far above every 
earthly bleſſing: but in the 2oth and 
29d verſe, © to ſee the face of God,” im- 
ports the knowledge of his nature or eſ- 
lence, which to a creature is impoſlible. 
Here evena Moſes 1s in darkneſs, through 
an excels of light: into this angels deſire 
to look, but inſtantly ſhrink back, and 
ſhut their trembling eyes. But © the only 


* begotten Son, which is in the boſom 
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LECT. „ gf the Father, he hath declared him;“ 


. 


and the Word as made fleſh, and 


* dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father) full of grace and 
truth. T Such was the care employed 
by him who knows what 1s 1n man, to 
prevent the poſſibility of idolatry, and to 
expole the folly of it. Even Moſes ſhal| 
not be truſted with any thing like a re- 
preſentation of Deity ; and what ſo ab- 


ſurd as to frame a fimilitude of what 


never was, never can be ſeen? 


ee The effettual fervent prayer of a 
* righteous man availeth much” ſays 
the apoſtle James ; and what a notable 
inſtance have we of the truth of this in 
the paſſage before us! Moſes riſes in his 
demands, as he ſucceeds by ſupplicating, 
and he ſtill prevails. Firſt, he pleads 
that the preſence of God, the light and 
glory of Iſrael, might not be withdrawn, 
as was threatened, but might accompany 
* John i. 18. 
+ John i. 14. 
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and lead them to their deſtined habita- LECT: 


d tion. And lo! God grants his requeſt, w — 
is {W with an aſſurance of peculiar regard and 
t- affection to himſelf, © Thou haſt found 
ad © grace in my fight, and I know thee by 


| © name.”* Upon this he preſumes to aſk 
ſome new, ſome ſpecial manifeſtation of 
I the divine glory, for his own ſatisfaction 
. and comfort. This too he obtains, in a 
© promiſe that the goodneſs of God, l his 
© goodneſs ſhould be made to paſs Before 
him. Emboldened by this ſucceſs, he 
1 reſt till he has obtained for the 
people al remiſſion of their offence. And 
bhe ſaid, If now I have found grace in 
© © thy fight, O Lord, let my Lord, I 
pray thee, go amongſt us, (for it is a 
© © ſtif-necked people) and pardon our 
E © iniquity and our fin, and take us for 
© © thine inheritance.”+ And behold he 
carries this point alſo, and the covenant 
is renewed between God and Iſrael. Let 
us fee that our requeſts be proper to be 


* Verſe 17. 
t Ch. xxxiv. 9. 


granted, 
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granted, and we have them already, be. 


fore we make them. Let us be ſolici- 
tous to obtain ſpiritual bleſſings in the 
firſt place, and the temporal good things 
which we prized not, aſked not, may 
perhaps come unexpected, unſought, 
« Give thy ſervant,” ſaid Solomon, © an 
“ underſtanding heart, that I may diſ- 
* cern between good and bad.“ © And 
* the ſpeech pleaſed the Lord, that So- 
* Jomon had aſked this thing. And God 
*« {aid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt aſked 
* this thing, and haſt not aſked for thy. 
« ſelf long life, neither haſt aſked riches 
for thyſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of 
* thine enemies, but haſt aſked for thy- 
*« ſelf underſtanding to diſcern judgment: 
* Behold, I have done according to thy 
* words: lo, I have given thee a wile 
* and an underſtanding heart, ſo that 
* there was none like thee before thee, 
“neither after thee ſhall any ariſe like 
* unta thee. And I have alſo given thee 
«+ that which thou haſt not aſked, both 
* riches and honour ; ſo that there ſhall 
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© not be any among the kings like unto LEC T; 
— 


« thee, all thy days.“ “ 

| | o 

To enjoy this heavenly viſion of all 
God's goodnels, as it paſſed by, Moſes 
muſt again'aſcend the mount, and draw 
nigh unto God. He was going up as to 
meet a friend; but that Almighty Friend 
muſt protect him from himſelf, as from 


his moſt formidable enemy. © While 


my glory paſſeth by, I will put thee in 
&* 2 Chft of the rock; and will cover 


* thee with my hand, while I paſs by. 
An inſpired Apoſtle tells us that © this 


* rock was Chriſt.“ I And it ſheds a 
pleaſing light on the ſubject. What 
afforded ſafety to Moſes in the tremen- 
dous hour, when the glory of God ap- 
peared? A clift of that rock from 
whence the living ſtream iſſued forth 
for the refreſhment of God's heritage 
when it was weary, and which was the 
type of that wonderful © Man” who is 


* 1 Kings iii. 10, It, 12, 13. 
N + Verſe 22. 
+ 1 Cor. x. 4. 
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LECT. « an hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of 


ing for his defenceleſs head ? No, the 


Not human ſagacity, but divine mercy 
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* water in a dry place; as the ſhadoy 
* of a great rock in a weary land.“ 
Did Moſes flee thither for ſhelter, did he 
foreſee his danger, and provide a cover. 


refuge was of God's providing. 
„will put thee in a clift of the rock. 


diſcovers and prepares a retreat for the 
miſerable. Obſerve the ſolid founda- 
tion on which that man 1s eſtabliſhed 
who reſts on the word of God; © thou 
* ſhalt ſtand upon a rock.” Remove 
the promiſe of him who 1s faithful, of 
him who is true, and we immediate) 
fink into an horrible pit, and ſtick fall 
in the miry clay; but © behold,” ſays God 
* I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, 
* a tried ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, 
* a ſure foundation: he that believe), 
* ſhall not make haſte.”+ 


s | 
* Iſaiah xxxii. 2. 


t Ifaiah xxviii. 16. . 
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Moſes is now directed to make all 


© needful preparation for this important 
© viſit. In his haſte he had thrown the 
two tables, which contained the law, 
on the ground, and had broken them 
in pieces under the mount: but no act 
of man can diſannul the law of God. 
The loſs, though great, was not irrepa- 
© rable. But God will not entirely re- 
pair it, that Moſes may have ſomewhat 
© to regret in the effects of his impatience. 
The former two tables were wholly of 
God the ſubſtance, the form, the writ- 
ing, the ſubject; but the laſt muſt partake 
of human ignorance and imperfection. 
The choice of the ſtone, and the hewing 
it into form, are of Moſes; the writing 
and the words are ſtill of God. And 
© theſe were the tables which were laid 
up in the ark of the teſtimony for pre- 
© ſervation, and were tranſmitted to poſ- 
terity. And it is thus that the precious 
things of God are ſtill conveyed to men. 
The caſket is human, the Jewel which 
| E i contains is divine. We have this 
treaſure 


— — 


—— i 


t — 


— 
— 2 — 
I... — 


. — - g 
* K 9 = 
— - — — 


r 22 . — — —ä—— -/ ., — aw 


" _— 
—— —— 


142 HISTORY OF MOSES, 


e treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the 


* excellency of the power may be of 
“God, and not of us.“ And thus, 
though a merciful God expreſs not dil. 
pleaſure at our raſhneſs and folly, they 
become in the end their own puniſh. 
ment, 


Moſes is commanded to be ready in 
the morning. The operations of human 
ſtate loiter and linger, and ſeek to ac. 
quire importance from expettation and 
delay; but the movements of Deity pre. 
vent the dawning, and derive all ther 
importance from themſelves. Unleß 
prayer be followed out by vigour and 
exertion, men pray in vain.—One hour 
loſt in ſlumber had rendered ten thou- 
ſand petitions fruitleſs and ineffectual: 
but Moſes, like a man in earneſt, like a 
man who knew the value of what he 
had ſo. ardently deſired, is ready be- 
times; he is at the appointed place at 
the appointed hour; with the tablets 
prepared to receive the impreſs of God. 


* 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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© He carried them with him, a dead, va- 


cant, uſeleſs lump of ſtone; he brings 


them back turned into ſpirit and life, 
? clothed with meaning, ſpeaking to the 


eye, to the heart, to the conſcience; 


3 e eee 


N for if God breathe on dry bones, they 
A 1 live, and ſtand up a great army. 


If we can conceive a ſituation more 
| awfully ſolemn than another, it was that 
; olf Moſes on this occaſion. Conſider the 
| ſtillneſs of the morning, the elevation of 


the mountain, the pleaſing gloom of ſoli- 


© tude, the expected diſplay of a glory 


* which he could not behold but as it de- 
; parted, Every circumſtance is great 


and affecting, but altogether ſuitable to 


| the glory that followed: for © the Lord 
l “ deſcended in the cloud, and ſtood with 


© © him there, and proclaimed the name 
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of the Lord.“ At the 1 inauguration 


of kings it is cuſtomary to proclaim their 


5 name and titles, and to bid defiance to 
every challenger or uſurper of their 


rights. This is the mere pride of ſtate, 


* Ch. xxxiv. 5. 
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ce treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the 
* excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us.“ And thus, 
though a merciful God exprels not dil. 
pleaſure at our raſhneſs and folly, they 
become in the end their own puniſh. 
ment. 


Moſes is commanded to be ready in 
the morning. The operations of human 
ſtate loiter and linger, and ſeek to ac. 
quire importance from expectation and 
delay; but the movements of Deity pre- 
vent the dawning, and derive all ther 
importance from themſelves. Unlels 
prayer be followed out by vigour and 
exertion, men pray in vain.—One hour 
loſt in ſlumber had rendered ten thou- 
ſand petitions fruitleſs and ineffectual: 
but Moſes, like a man in earneſt, like a 
man who knew the value of what he 
had ſo ardently deſired, is ready be- 
times ; he 1s at the appointed place at 
the appointed hour; with the tablets 
prepared to receive the impreſs of God. 


2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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143 


© He carried them with him, a dead, va- 


cant, uſeleſs lump of ſtone; he brings 
them back turned into ſpirit and life, 


E clothed with meaning, ſpeaking to the 


© eye, to the heart, to the conſcience; 
| for if God breathe on dry bones, they 
© inſtantly live, and ſtand up a great army. 


q 


$ If we can conceive a ſituation more 
awfully ſolemn than another, it was that 
of Moſes on this occaſion. Conſider the 


; 


E ſtillneſs of the morning, the elevation of 
the mountain, the pleaſing gloom of ſoli- 
5 tude, the expected diſplay of a glory 


vhich he could not behold but as it de- 
| parted Every circumſtance is great 
and affecting, but altogether ſuitable to 
the glory that followed: for © the Lord 
E © deſcended in the cloud, and ſtood with 


5 
; 
. 
5 


” © him there, and proclaimed the name 


* of the Lord.”* At the inauguration 
ol kings it is cuſtomary to proclaim their 
name and titles, and to bid defiance to 
Y every challenger or uſurper of their 
3 | rights. This 1s the mere pride of ſtate, 
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LECT. the mere inſolence of poſſeſſion. But 


V. 


— the names of God are his nature, pecu- 


liar to himſelf, inapplicable, incommu. 
nicable to any other. And mark hoy 
the tide of mercy flows and ſwells till 
it has overcome every barrier; from 
* the ſoles of the feet to the ancles, from 
te the ancles to the knees, till it becomes 
* a river, wherein a man may ſwim;' 
and from an overflowing river convert- 
ed into a boundleſs ocean, without bot- 


tom, without ſhore. ©* The LORD, 


* the LORD God merciful, and gra- 
* czous, long-{uffering, and abundant in 
* goodnels and truth; keeping mercy for 
* thouſands, forgiving iniquity and tranl- 
* greſſion and ſin.““ While juſtice is 
confined in one ſteady, deep, awful 
ſtream, threatening deſtruction only to 
the impenitent and unbeheving ; exprel- 
ſed in theſe awful words ; © and that will 
* by no means clear the guilty.“ 


This was the commencement of an 
interview © which laſted forty days and 


+. Ch. iv. 6, 7. 
& forty 
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« forty nights,” and which contained a L RET 
repetition of the inſtructions formerly . 


given reſpecting the tabernacle and its 
ſervice. But this merits a ſeparate and 
diſtinct conſideration; as likewiſe does 
the alteration of the external appearance 
olf Moſes, on coming down from the 
mount; of which we mean to diſcourſe 
next Lord's day. Moſes wilt not that 
* the ſkin of his face ſhone, while he 
* talked with him. And when Aaron 
and all the childrenof Iſrael ſaw Moſes, 
* behold, the ſkin of his face ſhone, and 
they were afraid to come nigh him.” * 


* Ch. xxxiv. 29, 30. 
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EXODUS xxxIV. 29, 30. 


{AND ITCAME TOPASS WHEN MOSESCAME DOWN 


' FROM MOUNT SINAI (WITH THE TWO TABLES li 
orf TESTIMONY IN MOSES HAND,WHEN HE CAME Vn 
' DOWN FROM THE MOUNT) THAT MOSES WIST 1 
vor THAT THE SKIN OF HIS FACE SHONE, l 
* 


WHILE HE TALKED WITH HIM. AND WHEN 
AARON AND ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
SAW MOSES, BEHOLD, THE SKIN OF HIS FACE 


> SHONE, AND THEY WERE AFRAID TO COME 
| NIGH HIM, 


— ·————— — 


Tur Sun, the great light of the na- 
tural world, communicates to all 
bodies a portion of his own ſplendour, 
and thereby confers upon them what- 

ever luſtre they poſſeſs. In his abſence, 
all things aſſume the ſame diſmal ſable 
due, The verdure of the meadow ; the 9 
Varied glory of the garden; the bright- | 
| = of the moon's reſplendent orb; the 
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ſweet attractions of © the human face 
divine, pronounce in ſo many differ. 
ent forms of expreſſion, © The light of 
* yonder celeſtial globe has ariſen upon 
* me: if I have any beauty or lovelineſ;, 
* with him it comes, and with him it de. 
parts. The whole order and ſyſtem 
of nature 1s deſigned to be a conſtant wit. 
nels to the God oi grace the true light 
* which enlighteneth every man that 
* cometh into the world.” If there be in 
angels any beauty of holineſs, any fervou 
of love, any elevation of wiſdom, any 
excellency of ſtrength ; if there be in 
man, any bowels of mercies, any kind- 
neſs of affection, any gentleneſs of ſpint, 
any endearment of charity, any humble. 
neſs of mind, any meekneſs, patience, 
long-ſuffering, it is a glory reflected from 
the Father of lights.“ It neither exilts 


nor can be ſeen, but as it is ſupplied, and 


diſcovered by the eternal Source of light 
and joy. Say to that tulip, at the 
gloomy ſolſtice of the year, or at the 
duſky midnight hour, © Array thyſelf in 
all thoſe beautiful tints of thine where 
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« with thou charmeſt the eye of every L rk T. 
« beholder,” it hears thee not, it exhi- . 


bits no colour but one. But with the 
return of the vernal breeze, and the ge- 
nial influence of the ſun, and the mo- 
ment the dawning has ariſen upon it, 
unbidden, unobſerved it puts on its 
beautiful garments, and ſtands inſtantly 
clothed in all the freſhneſs of the ſpring. 
Why is that face clouded with ſorrow, 
why grovels that ſpirit in the duſt, why 
lacks that heart the glow of benevolence, 
the meltings of ſympathy ? The genial 
current of the ſoul is frozen up, it is the 
dreary winter ſeaſon of grace. The ſun, 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs has with- 
drawn ; but, lo, after a little while, the 
winter is paſt, cheerful ſpring returns, 
the voice of joy and gladneſs is heard, 
* Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light 1s come, and 
* the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 


* thee,”'* 


We naturally aſſume the tone of thoſe _ 


with whom we frequently converſe, and 


* Ifaiah Ix. I, 
L 3 whom 
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whom we dearly love. © He who walk. 
e eth with wiſe men ſhall become wiſe; 
* but the companion of fools ſhall be de. 
* ſtroyed.“ At the ſocial, friendly ban. 
quet, the eye ſparkles with delight, the 
heart expands, the brow is ſmoothed, the 
tongue is inſpired by the law of kindneſs; 
every look 1s the reception or communi- 
cation of pleaſure, In the houſe of 
mourning, we ſpeedily feel ourſelves in 
j uniſon with the afflicted; our eyes ſtand 
| corrected, our words are few, our heads 
droop. In the cell of melancholy, the 
0 blood runs cold, the features relax, our 
pPovers of thought and reflection are ſul- 
5 pended, with thoſe of the moping 
wretches whoſe miſery we deplore. 
li What wonder then if Moſes deſcending 
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| | from the mount, after forty days familiar a 
intercourſe with * the Lord God mer— : 
il * ciful and gracious,” had not the ap- 
lj pearance of an ordinary man; that he 5 
had acquired a luſtre not his own ! © He 
* was there with the Lord forty days 
and forty nights ; he did neither cat We 

„ bread nor drink water.“ * E 


* Ch. xxxiv. 28. 


What 
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What a ſublime idea does this ſuggeſt L ** T. 


ol communion with God! What 
created enjoyment has not loſt its re- 
: 


liſh in a much ſhorter ſpace! What 
powers of unaſſiſted nature could have 


; ſo long ſuſtained the want of aliment 
4 No one thing, in a more humiliating 


manner, teaches us our frailty and de- 
7 | pendence, than the conſtant neceſſity of 
recurring to the groſſer elements for ſup- 


port. Man, the lord of this lower world, 
© muſt, with the ſubje& tribes, and in a 
much greater proportion than many of 
them, paſs a very conſiderable portion of 


| his exiſtence in a ſtate of unconſciouſneſs 


3 and inſenſibility during the hours of ſleep: \ 


he muſt purchaſe with the ſuſpenſion 
of his reaſon, during a third part of his 
13 the exerciſe of it during the other 


two. The happineſs of an immortal 


being is, oftener than once in a day, 

| ſubjefted to a little bread that periſheth; 

F the ſpirit, however willing, quickly feels 
© the oppreſſive weight of a body frail 
and infirm. But behold the triumph of 
E | the ſpirit over the fleſh; or rather, the 
: power and grace of God, which vouch- 
: L 4 ſafing, 
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LE - T. ſafing, in general, to employ means, call 


Gi „ upon us diligently to ule them 4 but 


which, ſometimes neglecting theſe, and 
conveying immediate ſupplies and ſup. 


port, lead us at once to him who 


* worketh all things after the counſel 


„ of his own will.“ 


Moſes deſcends, not with impaired, but 
with recruited ſtrength; ſtrength, which 
to the end of life, never more abated: not 
with a ſunk, darkened, extinguiſned eye; 
but an eye, which having ſeen God, never 
afterwards became dim: not with a viſage 


pale and emaciated from a faſt of forty 


days; but with a countenance that daz- 
zled the eyes of every beholder. What a 
glorious creature is the friend of God! 


Lo, O Lord, they that are far from 


* thee ſhall periſh, but it is good for me 
* to draw nigh unto God.“ When Mo- 
ſes deſcended before, he was clothed in 
Juſt reſentment and diſpleaſure; he came 
a miniſter of vengeance, and all Iſrael 
trembled as he frowned; he now returns 


with the covenant renewed, the tables of 


the law reſtored, a meſſenger of peace, 
| and 
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and yet the luſtre of his appearance is L ECT. 
intolerable. What muſt the great E- 
HOVAH be in his own glory, when 
reflected, imparted glory—glory com- 
municated to a creature, thus intimi- 
dates and aſtoniſhes ! How dreadful the 
glory of wrath and fiery indignation, 


| when the glory of infinite goodneſs we 
are not able ſtedfaſtly to behold! 


— 
* — o 


Moſes deſcended the firſt time, with 
the tables in their original ſtate, altoge- | | 
ther of God; and in his haſte he effaced 
and deſtroyed them : but we read of no 
attempt to collect the ſcattered frag- 
ments, and to re- unite them. Superſti- 
tion might have made an improper uſe 
of what could not be diſtinctly read, and, 
of conſequence, but partially under- 
ſtood; and true piety will ſeek ſome 4 
ſurer rule of faith and conduct, ſome 
more powerful aſſiſtant in devotion, than | 
the ſcattered ſhivers of even a ſapphire 
from the throne of God. It has been | 
wofully demonſtrated to be an eaſy mat- 1 
ter to mar the work of God. Adam = 

| defaced | 
| 
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defaced the divine image in his own per- 
ſon, by one wilful tranſgreſſion. Moſes 
cancelled the hand writing of ordinances, 
in one raſh moment: and every thought- 
leſs tranſgreſſor, is pulling down, in his 


own perſon, a fabrick of God's rearing, 


But all the powers of nature united, are 
incapable of rebuilding that temple, of 
renewing that writing, of reſtoring that 
image. He who in the beginning © com- 
* manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs,” 
alone can relumine the extinguiſhed 
life of God in the ſoul. The hand 
which at firſt created man out of © duſt 
of the ground,” alone can form of the 
dead 1n treſpaſles and fins, © a new crea- 
ture in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works.” 
And what was aſterwards laid up in the 
holy place, and preſerved while the ta- 
bernacle remained? Not that which 
came pure and perfect from the hands 
of the Creator, but that which God, by 
an act of grace and the intervention of a 
Mediator, recovered. Thus © the ge- 
* neral aſſembly and church of the fit 
* born written in heaven,” 1s not, com- 
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—— —— ͤ———ů— 


{3-8 of men that never © left their firſt L RO T. 


« eſtate,” but of © juſt men made per- — 


« fe ;” not of creatures like Adam, in 
a ſtate of innocence, but of creatures re- 

deemed by the blood of the Son of God; 

« juſtified by the redemption that is in 


0 Chriſt Jeſus,“ and ſanctified by the 


. Spirit of the living God. Let us not, 
then, regret the loſs of an earthly para- 
| diſe, nor the deſtruction, of the image of 


© a changeable, though perfect creature, 


| while, through grace, we may regain 


FE the paradiſe of God, and be faſhioned in 


body and in ſpirit like unto our glorious 


- — s : 
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Redeemer. 


Moſes has acquired a glory, on the 


mount, which he is not conſcious of. 
He viſt not that the ſkin of his face 
E © ſhone, while he talked with him.”* 
The choiceſt of God's gifts, and humility 
zs one of the moſt precious, come not 
with obſervation, announce not their 
approach, are not firſt viſible to the 


+ Verſe 29. 


poſſeſſor. 


—— * — 1 
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poſſeſſor. But it is impoſſible to con. 
verſe much with God, without appear. 
ing more glorious in the eyes of men. 
Has a man been in the mount with God? 
He needeth not to ſound a trumpet be. 
fore him, to proclaim from whence he 
has come ; he has but to ſhew himſelf, 
and the evidence of it will appear. That 
man has been in the mount with God. 
What are the ſigns of it? Is he oſtenta- 
tious, ſelf-ſufficient ? Is he eager to talk 
of his attainments, to exhibit the ſhining 
of his face, to abaſh and confound a leſs 
favoured brother? He is not like Moſes, 
he has not been with the God of Moſes, 
his pretenſions are vain. That man has 
been in the mount with God. Hoy 
does it appear? Is he gloomy and ſul- 
len, harſh and uncharitable? Is hi 
tongue filled with anathemas ? Flaſhes 
his eye deſtruction on mankind ? He 5 
a liar and an impoſtor, believe him not: 
he is not come down from the God of 
the law, from the God of the golpel, 
from the relenting Father of Iſrael, from 


the compaſſionate Father of the human 


race: 


: J * n 
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fach. 


HISTORY OF MOSES. 157 


race: No, he has been converſing with, 


he has aſcended from the malignant ene- 
my of God and man; by his ſpirit you 


may know whoſe he is. 


Pretenders are at as much pains to diſ- 
play the luſtre of their outhde, as Moſes 
was to conceal his. By this then you 
ſhall try and know yourſelves, and form 
your judgment of others. Does a man 
iſſue forth from his cloſet, return from 
the temple, retire from the Lord's table, 
with his temper ſweetened, his heart en- 
larged, with the law of kindneſs on his 
tongue, with the tear of compaſſion, or 
the luſtre of benevolence in his eye? Is 
he, like Moſes, more attentive to the 


condition, neceſſities, and inſtruction of 


others, than earneſt to blaze abroad his 
own excellencies, in order to obtain re- 
putation for himſelf ? How gloriouſly 


does ſuch an one ſhine, in the eyes of 


men: but that is nothing, how gloriouſly 
does he ſhine in the eyes of God! And 
that is true glory which God ſees to be 
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The face of Moſes ſhone, and they 
« were afraid to come nigh him.”* Of 
what importance 1s 1t to enquire—At 
what particular moment, and through 
what particular medium this ſingular ap. 
pearance was produced? Is it not ſuf. 
ficient for me, that I ſee the fruit haſten- 
ing to its maturity, though the com- 
mencement and progreſs of vegetation 
eſcape me? I look up and © behold the 
„face of the ſun,” and draw comfort 
from his beams, though the diſcriminat- 
mg inſtant of darkneſs and the dawning 
was too fine for my perception. Let 
me be able to ſay, with the man reſtored 
to ſight, © One thing I know, that where- 
« as I was blind, now I ſee, T and I ſhall 
leave to others a minute enquiry into 
the procels of the cure. Shew me a man 
ſhining in the beauty of holineſs; a man 
really changed in heart and in life, and 
I will not trouble him to tell me, what 
perhaps he does not know, and therefore 


* Verſe 30. 
t John ix. 25. 
cannot 
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cannot declare, At what place, by means 
0 what preacher, or by what diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, the important change 
paſſed upon him. 

0 A truly good man is among the firſt to 
diſcover, to acknowledge and to correct 
7 his own errours and imperfections; but 
122 ſpreads the veil which conceals 
his good qualities, firſt over his own eyes, 
and he is among the laſt to diſcern the 
ſplendour which confounds others. What 
E apowerful charm is there in undiſſembled 
goodneſs, when the wicked themſelves 
are conſtrained to venerate and to ap- 


prove it, even while it condemns them! 


Jl 1 
1 
'4 a 


Beſides the inſtance in the text, Scrip- 
ture has furniſhed us with at leaſt another, 
| | and a moſt illuſtrious one, in the hiſtory of 
Stephen, the firſt martyr to Chriſtianity, 
after its divine Author. An enraged 
multitude, blood-thirſty accuſers, and a 
partial tribunal, feel themſelves awed 
into a temporary reverence; their ſury 
bands ſuſpended while they behold him. 
© All 
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| * T. * All that ſat in the council, looking 
— e ſtedfaſtly on him, ſaw his face as i 
| * had been the face of an angel.”* By 
there 1s a greater, than even this, upon 
record. The band which broke into 
the garden, with their officers, under the 
commiſſion of the chief prieſts, and head. 
ed by the traitor, to apprehend Jeſus of 
Nazareth, were ſo ſtruck with an inex. 
preſſible ſomething in his preſence and 
addreſs, © that they went backward and 


fell to the ground.” + 


But what made Iſrael to ſhrink from 
the preſence of their gracious leader, in- 
terceſſor and friend? What could render 
the preſence of his affectionate brother 
formidable to Aaron? That which drove 
the firſt tranſgreſſor to“ hide himſelf 
from the preſence of the Lord God. 
It is conſcience that makes cowards of all 
men; 1t 1s conſcience that converts the 
ruſtling of a leaf, the ſhaking of a bul- 
ruſh, into a ſpectre from the grave, or a 


* Acts vi. 15. 
+ John xviii. 6. 
flaming 
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flaming miniſter from heaven, to execute L 1 57 T. 
vengeance. Under the awful terrours of 


divine glory, they had lately entreated, 
ſaying, Let Moſes ſpeak to us, and we 
« vill hear ;” but now, even the look of 
Moſes, though he ſay nothing, 1s too 
much for a guilty people to bear.— 
Alas, how little do men reflect, when 
engaged in criminal purſuits, that the 
| pleaſures of fin in which they riot, are 
one day to become hideous ghoſts to 
diſturb their repoſe, to ſcare the imagi- 
nation, to harrow up the ſoul, to accuſe 
them at the tribunal of God, to be their 
tormentors ſor ever! 


Moſes, conſcious of good-will to all, 
exulting in the thought of having pro- 
cured pardon and reconciliation for 
them, but unconſcious of the change 
which had paſſed upon his own perſon, 
obſerves with concern and ſurpriſe that 
every one avoided him. At length he 
diſcovers the brightneſs of his: oN coun- 
tenance re gdected from their guilty, 
bluſhing foreheads; and by words of 

Vor. . M kindneſs 
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kindneſs encourages them to return, 
whom the terrour of his looks had dif. 
mayed and put to flight. We then find 
him, with the condeſcenſion of true 
goodneſs, accommodating himſelf to the 
circumſtances of the people whom he 
was appointed to inſtruct. Intercourſe 
with Heaven has raiſed Yum to a higher 
pitch of exaltation ; guilt and fear have 
degraded them: but love levels the 
mountains, and fills up the valleys of ſe- 
paration. The interpoſition of a vell re- 
duces him to their ſtandard, becauſe the 
confidence of innocence raiſed them not 
to his. The law of God muſt be taught 
to the people, though the teacher 1s be- 
come more glorious. This is a plain and 
ſtriking leſſon to all who undertake to 
inſtruct others. It is a wretched ambi- 
tion, merely to ſhine. The great aim of 
a teacher ſhould be to communicate 
knowledge; and he ſhews himſelf to be 
poſſeſſed of moſt, who knows beſt how 
to convey 1t to others. He 1s the truly 
rich man, who, by the proper uſe of his 
wealth, aſſiſts in making many rich; not 
he 
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j he who poſſeſſes a vaſt hoard which he 
| | knows not how to enjoy; nor he who 
makes an oſtentatious diſplay of riches, 
q 1 to inſult his poorer neighbour : ; 
q und he who ſpeaks three words in a 


; known language, to the edification of the 
b | hearer, has more real learning than the 
r babbler of ten thouſand, in a language 
e | which no one underſtands. 

e 

. - « Till he had done ſpeaking,” then, 
1 Moſes put a veil on his face;”* fo 
ie | | that the ſound of his voice might be 
ot | heard, while the terrifying luſtre of his 
at face was obſcured. But this was not 
e- merely an incidental circumſtance, ari- 
1d | ſing out of the occaſion, and done away 
to ich! it; but was deſigned, in providence, 
io be a ſymbolical repreſentation of the 
of hole Moſaic diſpenſation ; which was 
ne | nothing elle but the goſpel under a veil. 
be That this is not a fanciful conjecture, we 
»w vppeal to the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
ly dlcs, who has removed the veil, and dil. 


Verſe 33. 
M 2 covered 
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W covered the hidden glory which lies under 
i it and thus writes, © Not that we,” mean. 
ing the apoſtles of the Lord Jeſus under 

* the New Teſtament, © not that we are ſuf. We 
« ficient of ourſelves to think any thing 
| * as of ourſelves : but our ſufficiency i; 
| * of God. Who allo hath made us able 
© miniſters of the New Teſtament, not 
* of the letter, but of the ſpirit : for the 
| letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life. + 
5 gut if the miniſtration of death, writ. MW 
* ten and engraven in ſtones, was glo- 

* rious, ſo that the children of Iſrael 

| | * could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of 
«* Moſes, for the glory of his counte- 
* nance, which glory was to be done 
* away, how ſhall not the miniſtration 
* of the Spirit be rather glorious? Forit 
* the miniſtration of condemnation be 
„glory, much more doth the miniſtra- 
* tion of righteouſneſs exceed in glory. 
„For even that which was made glo- 
* rious, had no glory in this reſpett, by 
e reaſon of the glory that excelleth. For 
* if that which is done away was glo- 


0 rious, much more that which remain— 
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E *eth is glorious. Seeing then that we LE CT. 

have ſuch hope, we uſe great plain- r 

3 « nels of ſpeech. And not as Moſes, 

which put a veil over his face, that 

c the children of Iſrael could not ſted- 

3 * faſtly look to the end of that which is | 

E * aboliſhed. But their minds were blind- | 

ed: for until this day remaineth the 

E * ſame veil untaken away, in the reading 

of the Old Teſtament ; which veil is | 

done away in Chriſt. But even unto | 
! 


„ 
— 


1 


(this day when Moſes is read, the veil 
3 „is upon their heart. Nevertheleſs, 
© © when it ſhall turn bo _ Lord, the vell 
E © ſhall be taken away.“ 


From the days of Moſes down to thole 
of Paul, and by Paul himſelf, in the days 
of his ignorance, Moſes was heard and 
read with the veil over his face; was un- 
derſtood in the letter, not in the ſpirit ; 
and, even after the veil was done away in | 
Chriſt, who is © the end of the law for 
* righteouſneſs ;” after the types were 
| 


* 2 Cor. iii. 5—16. | 


M3 explained, 
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gious uſages and ceremonies practiſed by 


| ſhall turn unto the Lord; when the vel 
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explained, the predictions accompliſhed, 
and the great Prophet of the Jews had 
brought all his glory, and laid it at the 
feet of the great Apoſtle and High Prieſt 
of our profeſſion, {till the people who had 
the beſt means of information, who had 
the power of comparing ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual, read them, and continue to 
read them to this day, under the power of 
paſſion and prejudice. And he who ſees 
in Moſes, and the other writings of the 
Old Teſtament, nothing but the hiſtories 
of certain events long ſince paſt, and con- 
fined in their operation and effect to a 
particular diſtrict; nothing but the reli 
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a particular people, that man looks with 
a bandage upon his eyes, underſtands not 
whathereads, and therefore cannot profit, 
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There is a gracious intimation in the 
paſſage we have juſt now quoted, That 
a period is approaching when Iſrael too 
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ſnall be taken away, and Moſes, in whom 
they truſted, ſhall be ſeen without a co- 
vering; 
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vering; and, © if the caſting away of LECT: | 
a them be the reconciling of the world. b 
E * what ſhall the receiving of them be but | 
life from the dead ?”*, 
1 What glorious views of God, of his | 
1 Providence, of his Grace does the goſpel 

E diſcloſe! The Gentile nations behold 

E their admiſſion into the family of God, 

4 and their privileges, as his children, in 
the promiſes which were made to Abra- | 
ham and his ſeed. And the Jews will in 


n 


time diſcover the intention and deſign of 
their political and religious eſtabliſhment, 1 
in the nature, duration and extent of the 
Redeemer's kingdom: when “ Iſrael 
© alſo ſhall be ſaved :” as it is written, 
„There ſhall come out of Sion the De- 
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E © liverer, and ſhall turn away ungodli- | 
Human frailty rendered the interpoſi- | 
* o ; g 
tion of a veil neceſſary between Moſes | 
and the people; becauſe © they could 

* Rom. xi. 15. | 

+ Rom. xi. 26. 1 
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* not look ſtedfaſtly to the end of that 
ce which is aboliſhed;“ but when Moſes 
went into the tabernacle, to converſe 
with God, a veil to cover his face being 
unneceſſary, it was laid aſide, 


It is natural to hold out our moſt fa- 
vourable appearance to men, to catch at 
their good opinion, to ſecure their appro- 
bation; but we ſee in Moſes a mind in- 
tent only upon uſefulneſs. He joyfully 
gives up a little fame, for the ſake of do- 
ing much good. If the church of God 
be enlightened, what is it to him that he 
himſelf is a little obſcured? His luſtre 1s 
to illuminate Iſrael. Vain glory always 
defeats the purpoſe which it had formed; 
humility as certainly gains the point at 
which it aimed not. Who does not 
eſteem Moſes, modeſtly ſhrouded in a 
veil, infinitely more than all the loqua- 
cious boaſters and exhibitors of them- 
ſelves that ever exiſted 2 Mcles, in talk- 
ing with the people, employed a veil, 
not as a maſk to inſinuate a falſe idea of 
what he was not, but to conceal the real 

excellency 
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excellency which he had; unlike the hy- LECT. 
pocriſy and diſguiſe of the world; and, ? 


to uſe diſguiſe with God he knew would 


be impious, profane and unavailing. 
We find him changing his appearance, 


as the occaſion required. This was not, 


in him, verſatility and addreſs, a cunning 


accommodation to circumſtances for 


ſelfiſh ends; ee compliance of wil- 


dom and neceſſity, in order to be more 
extenſively uſeful. Thus Paul“ became 


* all things to all men, that he might 
gain ſome.” And, for the ſame reaſon, 
a greater than Moſes, a greater than 
Paul, diſdained not the feſtivity of a 
marriage ſolemnity; refuſed not the in- 
vitation of one ruler, nor rejected the 
viſit of another; abhorred not to eat 
with publicans and ſinners, if by any 
means, the ignorant might be inſtructed, 
the proud and ſelfiſh ch-cked and re- 
proved, the modeſt encouraged, and the 
mourner comforted. | 


At the firſt deſcent of Moſes from the 


mount, we fee the glory of a man zealous 
for 
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for God: at his ſecond, the glory of a 
man owned and honoured of God; the 
e ſkin of his face ſhining.” But at his 
appearance many days afterwards on Ta. 
bor, we behold a ſaint, from the world 
of bliſs, altogether glorious. Such is the 
bleſſed effect of being with God and 
* ſeeing him as he is, not for forty days 


only, but during a ſeries of ages. And 


what muſt it then be, to © be ever with 
* the Lord,” to glorify God, and to be 
glorified of him © in body and ſpirit 
* which are the Lord's?” And, Why 
was Moſes again exhibited on the mount 
of Transfiguration? Wherefore again 
diſplayed in glory? Again to put a vel 
upon his face, to empty himſelf, and to 
depoſit his glory at the feet of Him m 
whole light and likeneſs he ſhone—To 


talk with Jeſus © concerning the deceaſe 


he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem.” 


The Jewiſh Rabbins pretend to ac- 
count for the unabated vigour, the un- 
fading luſtre of the latter years of the 


lite of Moſes, from theſe very circum- 
{tances. 
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ſtances. The eye, ſay they, which had 
endured the ſight of God, could not be- 
come dim : The natural ſtrength which 
ſupported a faſt of forty days, could not 


fink under any future decay. 


—Chriſtian, conſider Moſes, the man 
of God, inveſted with luſtre which daz- 
zled the eye of every beholder, and which 
length of time could not impair, and re- 


flect, To what a height of glory com- 


munion with God can raiſe a fallen 


creature : and aſpire after a participa- 
tion of that grace which adorned him. 
The glory of his perſon was a rare and 
ſingular attainment ; but that of his ſpirit 
may be imitated and attained by all. 
His piety, reſignation and obedience ; 
his meekneſs, gentleneſs and compaſſion, 
preſent amiable patterns, and they are 
the ornaments ſuited to your preſentſtate. 


It is given but to a favoured few to ex- 


hibit heroic virtue, to perform ſplendid 
actions, to acquire extenſive reputation; 
but none is excluded from the honour of 
ſimple modeſt worth, of habitual benefi- 

cence, 
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LECT. cence, of honeſt fame. And thoſe are the 
moſt valuable and ſolid acquiſitions, which 
te are in the ſight of God of great price. 
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Steady and perſevering intercourſe 
with heaven will infallibly transform the 
whole man into the image of God. The 
very exterior will be mehorated and im. 
proved, and the world itſelf will © take 
* knowledge” of the diſciple who © haz 

© been with Jeſus.” The exerciſes of the 
cloſet will be ſeen and felt in the ſerenity 
of the countenance, the kindneſs of the 
j eye, the melody of the voice, the affabi- 
lity and graciouſneſs of the whole de. 
8 portment. Let your light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that they may ſee your good 
* works, and glorify your Father which 
i * 1s in heaven,” * 
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| Ahe time is at hand when the glory 
| | which irradiated the face of Moſes ſhall 
| be imparted to the whole company of the 
| redeemed; when the name of God and 
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the Lamb ſhall ſhine in every forehead. LEC T. 
Behold, and wonder, behold, and re- 


joice in hope of the glory of God, © A 
« woman clothed with the ſun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her 
„head, a crown of twelve ſtars.”* 
„They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
* brightneſs of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteouſnels, as the 


« ſtars for ever and ever.“ T © The Lord 


* God is a ſun and ſhield; the Lord will 
give grace and glory: no good thing 
* will He withhold from them that walk 
* uprightly.“ J 

* Rev. Xii. I. 


ft Daniel xii. 3. 
+ Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. 


LECTURE 
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EXODUS XXXIX. 42, 43. 


| ACCORDING TO ALL THAT THE LORD COM- 
VAN DED MOSES, SO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
MADE ALL THE WORK. AND MOSES DID LOOK 
UPON ALL THE WORK, AND BEHOLD, THEY 
HAD DONEIT AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED, | 
EVEN SO HAD THEY DONE IT: AND MOSES 
BLESSED THEM. 


F Reaſon were to maintain its full 
* 4 dominion in man, were the ſenſes 
2 perpetually under the control of the 
mind, a motive to religion would be con- 
unually ſupplied from the natural im- 
pulſe of a grateful and affectionate heart. 
F The vaſt univerſe would become one 
great temple; every pebble, every plant, 
: every ſtar would be a witneſs for God; 
and the heaven-born ſpirit would ariſe 
dn the wing of every bird, of every 
| breeze 


176 HISTORY OF MOSES, 


breeze of air, to its glorious Author. 
But man, degraded by fin, blinded by 
paſſion, involved in errour; man, im. 
paired in underſtanding, grovelling in 
affection, in captivity to ſenſe, needs to 
be frequently admoniſhed of his obliga. 
tion to, and dependence upon God his 
Creator and Preſerver. He needs forms, 
and ſeaſons, and places of worſhip ; the 
heart muſt, be approached through the 
channels of ſenſe; and our acquaintance 
with the Father of, ſpirits muſt be pre- 
ſerved, by means of things ſeen and tem- 
poral. Hence, a ſabbath, a tabernacle, 
a temple; ſacrifices, ſacraments, ſermons, 
are the inſtitution of Heaven; are the 
ordinances of Him © who knows what 
is in man,” and what is neceſſary to 
man. | 


It is eaſy to conceive what the world 
would be, deſtitute of the modes and ol- 
fices of religion, when we conſider what 
men are, with the advantage of line 
* upon line, precept upon precept, re- 


velation upon revelation. The religious 


ceremonies 
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© ceremonies and ſervices in uſe among 
ancient nations, whatever were their 
origin, become reſpectable in our eyes, 
merely from their antiquity: but when 
to antiquity is ſuperadded divine autho- 
rity; when we behold the great JE- 
HOVAH condeſcending to deſcribe 
and to appoint the rites of his own 
worſhip, to exhibit a model of all the 
inſtruments to be employed 1n his ſer- 
vice, we feel ſomething more than re- 
ſpect; we are filled with veneration; 
we break out into the exclamation of 


Solomon, „Will God indeed dwell] 
* with men upon the earth?” 


Moſes had now finally deſcended from 
the mount, furniſhed with complete in- 
ſtructions for ſettling the civil govern- 
ment and the religious polity of the 
nation which God * choſe, to place 
his name there.” Under the direc- 
tion of men divinely inſpired for the 
work, he addreſſes himſelf to the exc- 
cution of the plan which God himſelf 
had vouchſaſed to delineate. From the 


Vor. IV. N liberality 
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LEST: liberality and zeal of the people, ma- 

— erials are ſpeedily and amply ſupplied, 
Through the {ſkill and aſſiduity of the 
artiſts, the buſineſs is ſpeedily and ſuc. 
ceſsfully diſpatched: and, on the firſt 
Anniverſary of the departure out of 
Egypt, the Tabernacle is ready to be 
reared up. 


It is not my deſign to attempt a minute 
deſcription of that ſacred ſtructure, and 
of its furniture. But I find it impoſſible 
to paſs them by entirely, as I appre- 
hend a few remarks of a practical 
nature, fall directly within the deſign 
of theſe exerciſes, and may, by the di. 
vine bleſſing, render the awful monu- 
ments of religion in the wilderneſs, in- 
ſtructive and uſeful in goſpel times. 


The name and the natureof the Taber: 
nacle were, perhaps, intended to be 
emblematical of the whole diſpenſation, 
of which it was a leading inſtrument. 
A tent, or tabernacle, is a temporary 
and portable habitation, ſuited to a 

ſtate 
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i to Canaan, to give the ſignal of motion 
and of reſt; to lead the way to victory 
and peace: and when full poſſeſſion 
was at length given, the Tabernacle 
© transferred its tranſitory glory, to the 
1 glory of the Temple; or rather 
vas conſolidated into one glory with it. 


te Thus, all the poſitive inſtitutions of 
1d Y kein are deſigned to be our moni- 
le tors, guides, and comforters in the 


E wilderneſs; to introduce us into the 
E promiſed land; and then the objects 
of faith ſhall become objects of viſion, 
and the redeemed of the Lord ſhall 
Y vorftip together in that temple, from 
which there is no more going out. 


| 6. 
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© Jehovah declared himſelf not only 
the ſpiritual Head of the Ifraelitiſh 


er- 

be church and nation, but alſo cheir tem- 
on. boral Sovereign; the ſupreme Head 
em. and Governor of their political Eco- 


ar) nomy. As ſuch, He gave command- 

» a Went to pitch a tent for the Leader and 

date N 2 Commander 
E 


NY 5 
* 
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E ſlate of journeying or warfare; and LECT. 
this, in particular, was to be the guide — 
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Commander of his people, from whence 
orders were expected and iſſued; over 
which the royal ſtandard was ſeen per. 
petually hovering in the dreadful glory 
of a pillar of cloud by day, and of 
fire by night. And the final fulfilling 
of the Scriptures is the gathering into 
one, to the ſtandard of the Redeemer, 
* a great multitude, which no man can 
number, of all nations, and kindred, 
*and people, and tongues, “ when at 
the ſounding of the ſeventh angel, there 
ſhall be © great voices in heaven, ſaying, 
* The kingdoms of this world are be. 
e come the kingdoms of our Lord, and 


* of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for 


© ever and ever. 


From the contemplation of a taber: 
nacle conſtructed of parts that might be 
ſeparated, and joined together again, a 
occaſion required, we are led to contem- 
plate the © city of our ſolemnities, 


Rev. vii q. 
1 Chi. 15. 


Jeruſalen 


lem 


. 


I 
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| Jeruſalem that. is above, a quiet habita- 


„ tion, a tabernacle that ſhall not be 
taken down, not one of the ſtakes 
«thereof ſhall ever be removed, neither 
* ſhall any of the cords thereof be bro- 
ken. But there the glorious Lord will 
abe unto us a place of broad rivers 


and ſtreams; wherein ſhall go no gal- 
« ley with oars, neither {hall gallant ſhip 
* paſs thereby.““ 


The fabrick in the wilderneſs, was 
not a deſign of human ſkill, nor faſhioned 
according to models ſeen in Egypt, but 
planned of infinite Wiſdom, erected, to 


Ja ſingle pin, according to a pattern 
ſhe vn to Moſes on the mount. In things 


| which relate to the management of this 
| world, a latitude is given to the exerciſe 


of human prudence. and diſcretion; but 
in what regards the immediate worſhip 
and ſervice of God, men are tied up to 
an iota and a tittle, Thus ſaith the 
Lord.“ The work of God is perfect, 


* Iſaiah xxxiii. 20, 21. 


N 3 his 
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his law is perfect, his word is perfe@, 
none can with ſafety add thereto, or 
diminiſh from it. A holy and a jealous 
God, has fenced himſelf, and his ordi. 
nances as with a wall of fire, which pre. 
ſumption attempts to break through at 
its peril. * For I teſtify unto every man 
« that heareth the words of the prophecy 
« of this book; if any man ſhall add 
* unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto 
« him the plagues that are written in 
« this book: and if any man ſhall take 
away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God ſhall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and 
„out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.“ 
When ve conſider the dreadful impon 
of theſe words, who but muſt tremble to 
think on the raſh, the irreverent, the 
profane uſe that is daily made of the 
name and the book of God. Is it thus 
ye requite your Maker, fooliſh creatures 
and unwiſe? He is wiſe in heart, and 


Rev. xxil. 18, 19, 


ce mi ghty 
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The Tabernacle conſiſted of three ſeve- 


8 ral apartments one within another—The 
court, the holy place, and the moſt holy 
place, or the holy of holies. The temple | 


of Solomon was built upon the ſame 
plan. And the earlier Chriſtian churches 


1 preſerved ſomething of a reſemblance to 
it. For they conſiſted, firſt, of a ſpacious 
© porch, where the penitents who implored 
the prayers of the faithful, the Catechu- 
mens, the Gentiles, the Jews, and the 


eretics, were ſtopped ſhort. The 


t | ſecond compartment was the Nav, the 
| nave, or body of the temple, where the 
faithful aſſembled, and performed their 
devotions; and the third was the Be, 
1 or choir, into which eccleſiaſtics only 
E were admitted, and in which were 
placed the altar, the throue of the biſhop, 
nnd the ſtalls of the clergy. 


* Job. ix. 4. 
N 4 


« mighty in ſtrength: who hath harden- LECT. 
ed himſelf againſt him, and hath pro- 
a ſpered?”'* 


— — 


Romans; from whom it has deſcended 
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Some learned men have given it as 
their opinion, that the Grecians borrow. 
ed their noble and beautiful ſtile of 
architecture, from the perfect Hebrew 
models deſcribed in the ſacred volume; 
that it was tranſmitted by them to the 


to all the provinces of their great empire, 
and continues to be the ornament and 
the glory of the modern world. Indeed 
it ſeems to be ſomething more than 
human invention and art, that, through 
the lapſe of ſo many ages, ſo many re. 
volutions of empire, ſo many changes of 
taſte and opinion, the ſame arrangement 
and proportions ſhould excite univerſal 
admiration, and yield univerſal delight; 
and that the ſlighteſt deviation from the 
principles of that noble art ſhould in- 
ſtantly be obſerved, and univerſally of- 
fend the eye. Does it not ſeem as if he 
who formed the eye, had alſo deigned 
to deſign the model of what would fil 
and pleaſe it? 


The 


i 
4 
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The Court, then, was rather the LECT. 


large ſpace of ground in which the Ta- 
bernacle was erected, than any part of 
the Tabernacle.—It's form was an oh- 
long, whoſe length was double its 
| breadth, being an hundred cubits by 
© fifty, that is, according to the moſt ap- 


proved calculation, an hundred and 


| fifty feet by ſeventy-five. It was en- 
| compaſſed on all ſides by curtains of 
| fine twined linen, fixed to fifty-ſix pil- 
lars of Shittim, that 1s, as the Seventy 
interpret it, incorruptible wood, filleted 
with filver, of the height of five cubits, 
or ſeven feet and a half. The gate or 
| paſſage into the court was a hanging of 
| twenty cubits, curiouſly embroidered, 


and ſupported by four pillars of the 


| fame materials and workmanſhip. On 


all which particulars, I ſhall detain you 


to make this only remark: When we 
| ſee the great God condeſcending to g1ve 


directions concerning the formation and 
I uſe of the moſt minute implements per- 


| taining to ſanttuary ſervice, of pins, 


| rings, loops and hooks, man 1s taught 


10 


Ned 


\ 
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to conſider nothing as beneath his notice 
which can affect his own credit, uſeful. 
neſs and comfort, or the fame, virtue 
and happineſs of his neighbour. *© Let 
* all things be done by us decently and 
* in order.” Be it the glory of a fabulous 
Jupiter, that it is beneath his dignity, 
and inconſiſtent with his higher occupa- 
tions, to attend to ſmall matters. It i 
the glory of the living and true God, 
the Maker and Preſerver of all things, 
it is the excellency of his adminiſtration, 
the beauty of his providence, that *© the 
* hairs of our head are numbered of 
him.“ Are not two ſparrows ſold 
for a farthing? and one of them ſhall 
* not fall on the ground without your 


Father.“ 


On entering the Court, the objects 
which firſt preſented themſelves were, on 


the one hand the altar of burnt- offering, 
and on the other, the laver for the prieſts 


to waſh in. The materials and form of 


* Mat. x. 29. 
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theſe two inſtruments of divine worſhip, 
have afforded to the learned and inge- 
nious, many curious ſubjetts of ſpecula- 
tion, fome of which might perhaps a- 
muſe, but could not greatly edify you. 
As the whole ſervice of the tabernacle 
was typical, and preſented the © ſhadow 
of good things to come,” it will not I 
truſt be deemed a mere flight of imagin- 
ation to ſuppoſe, that by the altar of 
burnt-offerings, and the uſe to which 
it was devoted, the great Atonement, 
the means of pardon, and acceptance 
with God were ſhadowed forth; and 
that by the laver and its uſe, on the other 
hand, was repreſented the purity which 


becomes all who approach to a pure 


and holy God. In their nearneſs to, 
and union with each other, they exhibit 


| that which brings the guilty near unto 


God, and that which fits them for com- 


munion with God. Juſtification freely 


by the grace of God, through the 


* redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus;” 


and ſanctification by the ſpirit of God, 
whereby we are prepared to be par- 
* takers 
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e takers of the inheritance of ſaints in 
light.“ An altar without a laver were 
to encourage the offender to“ continue 
in ſin, becauſe grace abounds;“ a laver 
without an altar would be to inſpire a 
vain confidence in an external and im- 
perfect righteouſneſs, to the neglect of 
that which is of God by faith, and which 
purifieth the heart. In conjunction, 
they repreſent man's happieſt ſtate and 
higheſt glory, ſin forgiven, and nature 


renewed, — 


The Holy Place,” which was pro- 
perly the tabernacle, preſented itſelf at 
the upper end of the Court. Its dimen- 
tions are not laid down by Moſes. 
Thoſe who take it for granted that the 
Tabernacle was a miniature repreſenta- 
tion of the Temple, from the meaſure- 
ment of that great edifice as deſcribed in 
the firſt book of Kings, make the length 
of the holy place of the Tabernacle to 
be twenty cubits or thirty feet. It was 
ſeparated from the Court by a curtain, 
within which none but the Prieſts were 

permitted 
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permitted to enter, and where they of- 


f fciated at the altar of the Lord, in the 
re 1 
ue order of their courſe. Joſephus affirms 


that when the Prieſts miniſtred in the 
holy place, the ſeparating veil was 
drawn up, ſo that they could be ſeen of — 
the people. Philo, with greater appear- 
ance of truth, maintains the contrary 
opinion. It is clear from a paſſage in 
the Goſpel according to Luke, that the 
prieſt who officiated in the holy place of 
the ſecond temple, was out of the fight 
of the people; for it is ſaid of Zacharias, 
when he was offering incenſe in the holy 
place, © the whole multitude was pray- 
„ing without;” that they waited for 


1 him, and © marvelled that he tarried fo 


% long in the temple,”* and they diſ- 
= covered not the cauſe of it till he made 
i it known to them by ſigns, 

in 

th Though we are not informed of the 
A exact dimenſions of the © holy place,” 
= we know that it was a covered Tent, 
n, | 


* Luke ji. 10, 21. 
with 
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with one fold of various materials upon 
another. Firſt, ten curtains of equal 
ſize, of blue, purple, ſcarlet, and fine 
twined linen; embroidered with cheru. 
bims ; and coupled together with loopy 
of blue and taches of gold. Above 
theſe were extended eleven curtains of 
goats hair, hung together by taches of 
braſs. Theſe again were covered with 
rams ſkins dyed red; and over all there 
was a covering of badgers ſkins, pro- 
bably as a protection from the injuries 
of the air and weather. The intention 
and meaning of this multiplied and 
variegated cieling we pretend not to 
explain. Was it intended to repreſent 
the impenetrable receſſes of the Eternal 
Mind; to check the folly and ſinfulneſs 
of an over curious enquiry into myſteries 
which are intentionally concealed; and 
to teach men to make a wiſe and tem- 
perate uſe of known and revealed truth? 
Was it not ſufficient to every pious 


Iſraelite, that the altar of burnt-offer- 


ing and the laver of purification were 
under the open canopy of heaven, ſeen 
Ns of 
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| teach the open and unlimited extent of 

7 ſalvation by the great Atonement? 
Z | Religion forbad, and the ſtructure pre- 
vente d, the body of the people from 
entering within the veil, or penetrating 
into the myſteries concealed under ſuch 
a covering; one fold paſt, another, and 
another, in almoſt endleſs ſucceſſion, 
oppoſed itſelf.— Wo be to him who 
makes a myſtery of what God has 
graciouſly diſcloled; and wo be to him 
who preſumes to pry into what God has 
intentionally hid from his eyes. Thus 
ſublimely ſings the enraptured Britiſh 
Plalmiſt. 
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Chain'd to his throne a volume lies, 
With all the fates of men; 
With every angel's form and ſize 
Drawn by th' eternal pen. 
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His Providence unfolds the book, 
And makes his counſels ſhine: 
Each opening leaf, and every ſtroke 
Fulfils ſome deep deſign. 

| Here 


b f all, acceſſible to all? And by this LEE T. 
circumſtance, did not even the law .. 
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nutely deſcribed, and its meaning and 
uſe are not obſcurely pointed out n 
many places of the Sacred Writing; 
It conſiſted of three articles, the golden 
candleſtick with ſeven lamps; the golden 
altar of incenſe; and the table of ſhey 
bread. Each of which might eaſily fur 
niſh matter for a ſeparate diſcourſe; 
but we confine ourſelves to gener 
ideas, and practical obſervations. 


place, was © the golden candleſtick u 


Here he exalts neglected worms 
To ſceptres and a crown; 

Anon the following page he turns, 
And treads the monarch down, 


Not Gabriel aſks the reaſon why, 
Nor God the reaſon gives; 
Nor dares the favourite angel pry 
Between the folded leaves.“ 


The furniture of the holy place is mi 


The firſt piece of furniture in the hoh 


WaArrs. Horæ Lyricæ. 
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« give light;” all whoſe appurtenances LECT. ; 
were of pure beaten gold. It was placed 1 
on the ſouth ſide, that is on the left hand \ 
as you enter the tabernacle, directly op- | 
polite to the table of ſhew bread. It [ 
was a talent in weight; which is about . 
one thouſand five hundred ounces, or 

one hundred and twenty- five Roman 


pounds, whoſe value, according to the 
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calculation of the learned biſhop of il | 
. Peterborough, was five thouſand and 1 
fſeventy- five pounds fifteen ſhillings, and 1 
ua fraction, of our money. It is the moſt 
„generally received opinion, that all, or | 


ſome of theſe ſeven lamps in the candle- 
ſtick were kept continually burning: 
that they were extinguiſhed in turn, to 

be cleanſed and ſupplied with freſh oil; 
Wand that their parts were made to ſepa- 
rate for this very purpoſe. As the prieſts 
alone could enter the holy place, to them 
of courſe was committed the whole 
charge of lighting, trimming, and clean- 
ing the lamps. It is much eaſier to aſk 
many queſtions on this ſubject than to 
anſwer one. Why the number of ſeven 


e Vor. IV. O lamps 
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lamps in one candleſtick; that number 
of perſettion, as ſome have called it, 
and under which ſo many myſteries are 
ſuppoſed to be concealed 2 Why ſhould 
it burn in a place where no eye was to 
ſee its light, or to receive benefit from 
it, except a ſolitary prieſt? Wherefore 
this waſte of treafure for no apparent 
equivalent uſe? To all ſuch queſtions, 
it muſt be replied, © Thus the great 
% Lawgiver would have it.“ We know 
in part, and we prophecy in part, 
«© What he doth we know not now, but 
* we {hall know hereafter.” 


From this created, confined, imper- 
ſect, ſelf-conſuming light, we are led to 
contemplate that pure, eterna], undecay- 


ing LIGHT which communicates, of is 


own ſplendour, whatever glory any 
creature poſſeſſes, © We are led to 
„Him who is the true light of the 


© world.” 


We ſilently turn from the tabernacle 
in the wilderneſs to adore Him who in 


the 
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the beginning ſaid, © Let there be light: 
« and there was light. We are con- 
aucted in the viſions of God, to con- 
template the ſplendour of the Chriſtian 
churches, and behold © the Son of Man, 
„walking in the midſt of the ſeven 
golden candleſticks.” We are hurried 
forward to the laſt awful hour of diſſolv- 
ing nature, when “the ſun ſhall be darken- 
ed, and the moonſhall not giveherlight, 
4 * and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens ſhall be 
3 * ſhaken.” We are tranſported to that 
4 celeſtial city, which © has no need of 
the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine 
in it; for the glory of God doth 


4 thereof.“ 


Without incroaching on your time and 
patience, or running over the ſubjects 


ere impoſſible to convey any proper 
and uſeful idea of the remaining utenſils 
ol this venerable ſtrutture, and the ſtill 
more venerable receſs incloſed within it, 


O 2 | ſtiled 


with indecent and unprofitable haſte, it 


lighten it, and the Lamb is the hight | 
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ſtiled © the mot holy place.” The del. 
cription of theſe therefore, with the hiſ. 
tory of the auguſt ceremonies of ſetting 
up the tabernacle, and the relation of 
the whole to the © better things to come,” 
of which they were the ſhadows, ſhall 
be poſtponed to another Letture, which 
will conclude the ſecond book of this 
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Sacred Hiſtory, and another Annual 3 
revolution of our own frail tranſitory 
life. Teach us,” O God, © ſo to num- 
eber our days that we may apply our 


hearts unto wiſdom.”* Vouchſafe to 
dwell withus in thy word and ordinances; 
let © Chriſt dwell in our hearts by faith, 
and raiſe us one after another to dwell 
with thee in the holieſt of all, through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Amen, 
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EXODUS XL. 17, 34.—38. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIRST MONTH, IN 


THE SECOND YEAR, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE 
MONTH, THAT THE TABERNACLE WASREARED 
UP.— THEN A CLOUD COVERED THE TENT OF 
THE CONGREGATION, AND THE GLORY OF THE 
LORD FILLED THE TABERNACLE. AND MOSES 
WAS NOT ABLE TO ENTER INTO THE TENT OF 
THE CONGREGATION, BECAUSE THE CLOUD A- 


BODE THEREON, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD; 


FILLED THE TABERNACLE. AND WHEN THE 
CLOUD WAS TAKEN UP FROM OVER THE TABER- 
NACLE, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WENT ON- 
WARD IN ALL THEIR JOURNEYS. BUT IF THE 
CLOUD WERE NOT TAKEN UP, THEN THEY 
JOURNEYED NOT, TILL THE DAY THATIT WAS 
TAKEN UP. FOR THE CLOUD OF THE LORD 
WAS UPON THE TABERNACLE BY DAY, AND 
FIRE WAS ON IT BY NIGHT, IN THE SIGHT OF 
ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THROUGHOUT 
ALL THEIR JOURNEYS. 
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hg production of human power 
and ſkill bears this infcription, ©] 
* am made to periſh.” Man himſelf, the 
moment he begins to breathe begins to 
die, and his nobleſt, moſt durable, and 
moſt glorious works are no ſooner com- 
pleted, than they begin to fall to decay, 
In vain we look for the monuments of 
ancient grandeur and magnificence; they 
have either wholly vaniſhed away, or 
preſent to the eye ſcattered fragments, 
or tottering ruins, ready to daſh them- 
ſelves upon the ground. Where 1s now 
that city and tower which raiſed its proud 
head to heaven, in defiance of the waters 
of a ſecond deluge? Neither the ſolid 
and coſtly materials of which it was com- 
poſed, the ſacred purpoſes to which it 
was applied, nor the awful glory which 
once preſided over and reſided in it, 
have preferved from decay and lolz, 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
the work of divinely inſpired Bezalee! 
and Atolhab. Of the magnificent ſtruc- 
ture on mount Zion, the wonder and 

glory 
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glory of the whole earth, not one ſtone 
remaineth upon another. 


All that was formal and inſtrumental 
inthe Ancient Diſpenſation ſeems to have 
been, by the ſpecial appointment of Pro- 
vidence, deſtroyed and annihilated, that 
the ſpirit of it alone might remain. The 


N ; Tabernacle, and Temple, and theirſervice 


exiſt only in deſcription; and in thoſe 


fſimpler and more ſpiritual ordinances to 


which they have given place. And the 


inſtitutions which now remain, are only 


7 preparing the way for a more auguſt. 


more ſplendid, and more durable mani- 


| feſtation of the divine glory. The legal 
Economy introduced that of grace by 
the Goſpel, and then paſſed away. The 
Diſpenſation of grace, in like manner, is 
3 now performing its work, fulhlling its 
day, announcing, unfolding, introduc- 
ing the kingdom of glory; and © when 
© that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is in part ſhall be done 


2 away.” 
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The ſatis faction of Moſes, when the 
whole work of the Tabernacle and of its 
furniture was completed, 15 more eaſily 
to be conceived than expreſſed. To ſee 
the pattern ſhewed him in the mount 
exactly copied, the deſign of the great 
Jehovah perfectly fulfilled, muſt have 
filled the good man's mind with delight 
ineffable. With a holy joy, ſimilar to 
this, muſt every lover of the goſpel ob- 
ſerve the exact coincidence between 
the ſhadows of good things to come, 
and the very image of the things; 
between the predictions concerning the 
Saviour of the world, and their accom- 
pliſhment ; between the promiſes made 
unto the fathers, and the bleſſings enjoy- 
ed by their children. And what will it 
be, Chriſtians, in that world of blils, 
which 1s the end of our faith, and the 
grand object of our hope, what will it 
be, to find the entire coincidence between 
the deſcriptions, contained in this book, 
of future and heavenly glory, and the 
things deſcribed; between the exceeding 
oreat and precious promiſes of the Gol- 
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| pel, and the glorious realities of our 
| I Father's houſe above; between the ſpirit 
„ which Chriſtianity now texches and in- 
. ſpires, in order to dignify and bleſs man- 


t MW kind, and the ſpirit which all the redeem- 
t : ed ſhall feel, enjoy, and expreſs, when 
e naiſed to the dignity of being kings and 


it 3 prieſts unto God ? 

0 ö 

b. In the preceding Lecture we endea- 
n voured to lead your attention to the 
„ form, uſe, and end of the Tabernacle 
> WW crefted in the wilderneſs, and of the 


he ſeveral parts of its ſacred furniture. The 
outward Court, under the open canopy 
ol heaven, containing * the brazen altar 
: * of burnt-offering,” on which inceſſantly 
© burned the conſecrated fire for offering 
up the daily ſacrifice; and cloſe by it 
. the laver of braſs for the prieſts to 
waſh in.“ We conducted you with 
J enbling feet into the © holy place,” 
{concealed in front from every profane 
eye, by a veil which it was death to 
draw aſide; and from above, by cover- 
ing upon covering, which no eye could 
penetrate 
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L 5 AG penetrate. In this ſacred receſs were 
— Placed * the golden candleſtick to give 
light, the golden altar of incenſe, and 
* the table of ſhew bread.” Having 
ſpoken briefly of the firſt of theſe, we 


now proceed to recommend to your 
notice the other two. 


The“ altar of incenſe” was made of 
Shittim or incorruptible wood, overlaid 
with pure gold, of a cubit ſquare, and its 
height double that dimenſion, with a 
golden horn ariſing at each angle, and 
the top encompaſſed with a golden 
border or crown.—lIt had two rings of 
gold immediately under the border, to 
which were fitted two ſtaves of the fame 
wood, alſo overlaid with gold, for the 
| conveniency of tranſporting it from place 
to place, as occaſion required. It's ule 
| was to burn, at ſtated times, a ſacred 
| perfume of a certain quality and com: 
| | poſition, which it was unlaw{vl to com 
| 
| 


pound, or apply to any other uſe, or in 
any other place. It is clear from many 


parts of ſcripture, that the ſmoke 0 
the 


HISTORY OF MOSES, 203 


| the fweet incenſe which aſcended from LECT. 
this altar, was intended to repreſent www 
| 


prayer or interceſſion. Let my prayer,” 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, © be ſet forth before 
« thee as incenſe, and the lifting up 
of my hands as the evening ſacrifice.” * 


—_— 
* 
Fun; oe i od 7 


While the Prieſt, inviſible to every eye, 
was employed in burning incenſe, in the 
holy place, the multitude were praying 
without. This leads us direct ly to conſi- 
der the great Apoſtle and High Prieſt 
of our profeſſion, who has for us en- 
* tered, not into the holy place made 
E © with hands, which was the figure of 
the true, but into heaven itſelf, there 
E * to appear 1n the preſence of God tor 
1 us. Though the veil be let down 
chat we cannot behold Him, the eye of 
faith penetrates it, ſees Him who is in- 
viſible; ſees Him lifting up holy and 


& unwearied hands in our behalf; ſees the 
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Prince with God prevailing. The veil 
mn vas drawn afide, and diſcovered to the 


* Pſalm cxlli. 2. 
raviſhed 


VIII. 
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raviſhed eyes of the beloved diſciple 
* an angel coming, and ſtanding at the 
* altar, having a golden cenſer: and 
* there was given unto him much in. 
* cenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the 
* prayers of all ſaints upon the golden 
* altar which was before the throne, 
And the {ſmoke of the incenſe which 
came with the prayers of the ſaints, 
* aſcended up before God, out of the 
* angel's hands.“ The ſolitary per. 
fume of ſecret prayer, the combined 
incenſe of family worſhip, the mingled 
odours of public devotion, the prayer 
of all ſaints derive an activity, a force, 
an elevation from the merit and media. 
tion of the Redeemer, which raiſe them 
to the throne of God, where, being ac- 
ceptedthrough thebeloved, they deſcend 
again in ſhowers of bleſſings on the be- 
liever's head. 


Behold the altar which ſanEtifies the 
gift, the ladder whoſe foundation is on 


* Rev. vii. 3, 4. 
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altar of burnt-offering: 
b living way that condutts “' into the 
* holieſt of all,” is through the rent veil of 
3 the Redeemer's fleſh. Jeſus having ſut- 
© fered the things which were appointed, 
3 | entered into his glory. As by the altar 
of burnt-offering, ſo by the laver of 
purification, the holy place was ap- 
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| © the earth, but its ſumnit reacheth heaven, 


Y long which the miniſtring ſpirits to the 
© heirs of ſalvation convey ths vows, the 
© praiſes, the holy defires of the faithful, 
up to their Father and their God; and 
re-convey the gifts and graces of their 
heavenly Father to his children upon 


earth. The approach to the golden altar 


of incenſe, was by way of the brazen 
the new and 


l 
1 
„ 
f 
[* 


/ eng for © without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee God;” and “ every one 
that nameth the name of Chriſt mult 
$ | « depart from iniquity.“ 


* 
* 
Lay 


The horns at the corners of the altar, 


E have been conſidered as emblematical of 


1 | ltrength, and being tipped with the blood 


of the atoning victim, are conceived to 


Y repreſent 


9 
. 


. 
5 
| 
4 


CREST. 
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repreſent the power of God, and the 


grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus united in the 


work of man's redemption. 


The quadrangular figure of the altar, 
and the equality of its ſides, may point 
out the impartial regards of the great 
Father of all, under the diſpenſation 19 
which that given by Moſes condutted, to 
men of every nation under heaven, and 
they prefigure the day when, according 
to the words of the Saviour himſelf, 
Men {ſhould come from the eaſt and the 
welt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.“ “ 


* 
** 


** 
* 


* 
** 


The materials of the altar, Shittim- 
wood overlaid with pure gold, by a bold 


imagination have been ſuppoſed a figure 


of the two fold nature of Chriſt: the 


purity, ſolidity, impaſſibleneſs of the 


one, encompaſſing, ſupporting, ſecuring 


the fragilny of the other, defending 1 


* Mat. viii. 11. 
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© poſſeſſed not before. 


K 


Finally, the ſtaves fitted to the rings, 
and perpetually in their place for the 
1 conveniency of motion, have been, with 
E what propriety you will judge, conſtrued 
into an emblem of the tranſitory nature 
£ © of the whole Diſpenſation, which looked 
E continually forward to ſomething better 
4 than itſelf; which for ever warned the 
| comers thereunto of their pilgrimage 
3 | {late, ſaying, © Ariſe ye and depart, for 
4 this is not your reſt.” And it is remark- 
able, that after Iſrael was come to his 
reſt in the land of promiſe, and the holy 
furniture of the Tabernacle was lodged 
N for perpetuity in the Temple at Jeruſa- 
I lem, this memorial of motion and change 
E ſtill offered itſelf to view; the altar, the 
4 table, the ark, had the inſtrument of 
q removing them, always 1n 1ts place, and, 

4 in concert with every part of the ſyſtem 
4 ot nature and providence, call upon men 
q with a loud and diſtinet voice, ſaying, 
I * {eek 


* 


it all points, and beſtowing upon it a L 
value, ſtrength and duration which it — 


E C 


VII. 
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* ſeek ye another country, that is an 
* heavenly.” But we proceed. 


The third and laſt piece of furniture 


in this ſolemn repoſitory was * the table 


© of ſhew bread,” of the ſame material; 
with the altar, but of different dimen- 
ions, two cubits in length, by one of 
breadth, and one and a half in height: 
and, like it, furniſhed with ſtaves fitted to 
tour rings for the purpole of conveyance, 
Its uſe was to hold the ſhew bread, con- 
ſiſting of twelve cakes, according to the 
number of the twelve tribes, of the fineſt 
flour, prepared according to a ſpecial 
preſcription, in two piles of fix each, 
to be renewed every ſabbath day, and 
that which was removed to become the 
property of, and to be eaten in the holy 
place by the prieſts, the ſons of Levi, 
who miniſtred at the altar. Now upon 
the very firſt ſight of it, this ordinance, 
beſides thoſe circumſtances which it 
poſſeſſed in common with others, ſeems 
deſigned to be a perpetual acknowledge- 
ment, on the part of man, of the care 
| and 
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and kindneſs of a gracious Providence, 
which gives to men the rich enjoyment 
of the principal ſupport of human life, 
bread, and with 1t, all the inferior ac- 


commodations and comforts which 


render it deſirable. It was, on the other 


hand, the ſecurity and pledge which 


God vouchſated to give to his church 


and people, that bread ſhould continual- 
: ly be given them: that while Iſrael 
E owned and acknowledged God in the 
© way of piety and devotedneſs to his 
E ſervice, he would own and acknowledge 
| them, by an unwearied and effectual at- 
© tention to their neceſſary demands and 
E reaſonable wiſhes. 


A common table is the badge of fami- 
liarity and friendſhip, is the ſweeteſt em- 
blem of domeſtic union and happineſs; 
ol paternal concern, of filial tenderneſs, 
| of brotherly love. 


The * ſhew bread” was appropriated 


| to perſons of a ſacred profeſſion, to 
q | facred ſeaſons, and a holy place; unleſs 
Vor. IV. 8 when 


LECT, 
VIII. 
— 
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when the greatneſs of the occaſion ſuper. : 

ſeded the ſtrictneſs of the letter, and tie 
law of mercy took precedence of the a 
law of ſacrifice. O how much more ex. M 7 
tended the grace of the goſpel! David 5 n 
alone and his company, and that only 1 00 
once, on a neceſſitous occaſion, wa WM w 
admitted to the privileges of a ſon d ü 
Levi, to a participation of the com ar 
ſecrated bread; but © behold;” ſays the 3 he 
great Head of the Chriſtian church © ſh 
** I ſtand at the door, and knock: i.. 
* any man hear my voice, and open the E T4 
« door, I will come in to him, and wil © « 
„ ſup with him, and he with me.“ an 
What an honour vas it to theſe Levites i © t] 
be received and treated as the gueſts d 7 

the great Jehovah! But it is not once tote 1 1 


compared with the unſpeakable felici 
and honour of receiving and entertainin 
the King of glory. And ſuch felicty 
is the portion of the meaneſt of tht 
ſaints: thus ſhall it be done to the mal, 
however poor or deſpiſed among | 


* Rev. iii 20. 
equal 
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{ | equals, whom He by whom kings reign 


« Tabernacle of God is with men.“ 

i The twelve tribes, repreſented by I 
q many cakes of bread, preſented without 
Þ ceaſing before God in the holy place, 
© were without cealing admoniſhed of 
3 their common relation to one another, 
and their conſtant ſecurity under their 
© heavenly Father's watchful eye, and the 


„ woman forget her ſucking-child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion 
Z * on the fon of her womb? yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget 
© © thee.”+ 

ö 


The renewal of the cakes every return- 
3 ing ſabbath, different yet the ſame, re- 
moved yet remaining, the old applied 
to one ule, the new to another, may not 


our heavenly Father's love, has provid- 
ed for the fare of our Chriſtian ſabbaths 
the very food which our forefathers 
[ * Rev. xxi. 3. 

+ Ifaiah xlix. 15. 

P'2 lived 


delighteth to honour: for © behold _ 


© ſhelter of his expanded wings. Can 


th | quofitly repreſent that bread of life which 
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lived upon; not another goſpel, but 


that which was from the beginning; but 


ſerved up for our ule, by men poſſeſſed 
of different gifts, © according as God 
* hath diſtributed to every man the pro. 
portion of faith:” and it is the happi. 
neſs and the praiſe of every ſcribe who 
js inſtructed unto the kingdom of 
« heaven, to be like unto a man that 
* 1s an houſholder, which bringeth forth 
* out of his treaſure things new and 


«© Od.“ 


Once more, might not this table of 
the Lord, perpetuelly covered, per: 
petually furniſhed, be intended as: 
figure of that table, which the eternal 
wiſdom of the Father has prepared and 
provided with“ the bread which came 
* down from heaven, to give life to the 
* world?” And from thence, by an cal 
and natural tranſition, the eye aſcends 
our Father's houſe above, in which 


* Mat. xiii. 52. 
&« there 
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ere are many manſions,” and where L AST. 
WW « there is bread enough and to ſpare;” cw, ly 
and O how happy 1s that man who 

| W © ſhall eat bread in the kingdom of 

. 


God.“ 


9 ; Such was the Holy Place and its furni- 
ure; the uſes to which it was applied, 
and the ſpiritual objects which it preſents 
1 WW to our view. 


With reverence we draw nigh to the 

* laſt ſolemn receſs of this venerable ſtruc- 

a ture, called © zhe ark,” by way of emi- 
1-8 nence and diſtinttion; ſometimes, © the 
ark of the covenant;” the ark of the 
" KL teſtimony ;” the ark of © his ſtrength;” 
nd | the ark ©* whoſe name is called by the 
ne © name of the God of Ifrael.” We ſhall 
he t paſs by thoſe circumſtances which were 
al m common to it, with the other imple- 
W ments of the worldly ſanctuary, the ho! y 
ch | places made with hands; and point out 
a few of thoſe which were peculiar to 
itſelf. It was a cloſe cheſt of two cubits 

ci ; end a half long, one and a half broad, 


P 3 and 


8 
8 
* 
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LECT. and one and a half in height: ofthe ſſh ® 
— _D ſelf ſame materials with the reſt, The f 
covering was denominated the mercy 11 
ſeat; from the two ends of which aroſe ME ® 
two figures of cherubims, of beaten or © 
ſolid gold, with their faces turned, and WF a 
their wings extended towards each other; F t 
looking down together towards the * 
mercy ſeat, and concealing it from the 2 
eye. For any one to touch this with ſo 8 
much as a finger, or to preſume to look 9 
into it, except thoſe who were divine 
appointed for the purpoſe, was inſtant WW 
and certain death, as the dreadful pu- 3 8 
niſhment of Uzzah and of the men of 5 
Bethſhemeſh awfully evinced. Its con- 2 
tents, were the two tables of teſtimony, WF " 
the golden pot with manna, the me- / ; 
morial of Iſrael's miraculous ſupply in 3 * 
the wilderneſs, and Aaron's rod that E a9 
budded. Its principal uſe was to point £ a 
out a way in the pathleſs wilderneſs for WF 
Iſrael to march in. From between the © 
= fler 
cherubims the divine oracles were de- ˖ 
livered, at firſt to Moſes by a voice; for 35 


God converſed with him as a man with 
| his 
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j | his friend; and afterwards, to the High I. 


E CT. 


VIII. 


1 delt. who conſulted by Urim ande 


FThummim, which is ſuppoſed to have 
been a ſupernatural declaration of the 
divine will, by means of rays of glory 
darted from the moſt holy place, upon 
the breaſt plate which was ſtudded with 
3 twelve gems. But the nature and man- 
ner of this conſultation and reſponſe, 

© now are, and likely to remain fo, a ſecret 
io mankind, 


* * _ 3 FEES — * 
e * 


= Beſides marking out the way, and di- 
recting the ſeveral encampments in the 
E wilderneſs, we ſhall meet in the courſe 
| of this hiſtory with a ſpecial interpoſi- 
tion of it in many noted particular caſes. 
By it the waters of Jordan were divided 
| afunder, and opened a paſſage for Ifrael 
into the promiſed land. Before it the 
proud walls of Jericho were levelled with 
the ground, after having been encom— 
paſſed by it for ſeven days: It's pre- 
ſence confounded Dagon, and plagued 
the Philiſtines. Treated with reſpect, 
or approached careleſsly and preſumptu— 
; | 8 oully, 
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ouſly, it became a protection and a 
ſource of bleſſing to one family; a ter. 
rour and a curſe to another. The king 
of Iſrael reckoned it the glory of his 
houſe, and the protection of his king. 


dom; and had it conveyed with all 


ſuitable ſolemnity to the place prepared 
for it. And, finally, it completed the 
ſplendour and magnificence of the ſacred 
edifice on mount Zion, the joy and 
wonder of the whole earth. And the 


Divine preſence, of which it was the 


ſymbol, conſtitutes the ſafety, ſirength, 
and happineſs of every living temple 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath reared — 
Let my heart, O God, be an altar, 
from whence the {ſweet incenſe of grati- 
tude, love and praiſe may continually 
aſcend. *« Anfe, O Lord, into this thy 
e reſt; thou and the ark of thy ſtrength, 
Let thy pneſt be clothed with right. 
© eouſneſs; let me with all thy ſaints 
* ſhout for joy.—Turn not away the 
* face of thine anointed,” 


The 
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The conjectures of the learned on the LECT. 
I ſubject of the cherubim, are various, ERS 
4 many of them fanciful, and for the moſt 

part unſatisfactory. The moſt obvious 

and moſt generally received opinion is, 

that they were emblematical repreſenta- 

tions of the angelick or heavenly hoſt: 

and the attributes here aſſigned to them, 

© their attitude, and their employment in 

E the Tabernacle ſervice, correſpond ex- 
attly to the idea given us in other parts 

of ſeripture of thoſe flaming miniſters 

who ſtand continually before God, ex- 
ccute his pleaſure, adore his divine per- 
ſections, miniſter to the heirs of ſalva- 

tion. 


Ihe ark may be conſidered as the | 
' W throne of God. The cherubim encom- ] 
. WW paſſed that throne, as the attendants in 


- W. earthly courts ſurround the throne and 
s {W perſon of their prince. This is the pre- 
c cile idea ſuggeſted by the prophet Iſaiah, 
of the nature and office of theſe bleſſed 
E ſpirits, in the ſixth chapter of his pro- 
3 phecy, In the year that king Uzziah 1 
* died, 1 
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died, I ſaw alſo the Lord fitting upon 


* a throne, high and lifted up, and his 
* train filled the temple. Above it ſtood 
* the feraphims: each one had ix wings; 
„with twain he covered his face, and 
« with twain he covered his feet, and 
* with twain he did fly. And one cried 
* unto another, and ſaid, holy, holy, 
* holy is the Lord of hoſts, the whole 
* carth is full of his glory.“ Thus 
alſo Daniel repreſents the ſame glorious 
object, The Ancient of days did fit, 
* whole garment was white as ſnow, 
* and the hair of his head hke the pure 
* wool: his throne was like the hery 
flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 
A fiery ſtream iſſued and came forth 
© from before him; thouſand thouſand: 
* miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſtood before him.“ 
Micah ſaw in viſion, © The Eternal ſit 
* ting upon his throne, and all the ho! 
* of heaven ſtanding before him, and on 


* Verſe 1—3. 
1 Ch. vii. 9, 10. 
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« the right hand and the left,” © The oy 
« chariots of God,” ſays the pſalmiſt, 
«are twenty thouſand, even thouſands 

« of angels: the Lord is among them as 

«ain Sinai, in the holy place.“ And in 
ſeveral other paſſages he . addreſſes the 

3 Deity as /iztmg and dwelling among the 
cherubim. 


The cherubim had their faces turned 

one toward another. This might be in- 

tended to repreſent the perfect union of : 
E ſentiment and co-operation which ſub- 

E fiſts among theſe ſons of light. In other | 
places of ſcripture, we hear their voices 

in concert, railing one ſong of praile, as 

in the paſſage juſt now quoted from 

Iſaiah, and Revelations, chapter fourth: 

* They reſt not day and night, ſaying, 
holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come.” 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power: for 


* Pſalm Ixviii. 17. 
PC Irex; it. PT x0. $. 
4 Verſe 8. 


* 


/ 
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8 * thou haſt created all things, and for 
——  *© thy pleaſure they are and were cret. 
ed.“ Theſe glorious beings, differing 
in degree, infinite in number, have neuer. 
theleis but one heart, one deſire, one 
will, one aim,—to praiſe and ſerve him 
who is the Author of their being, and 


the ſource of all their happinels. 


The cherubim are repreſented as fur. 
niſhed with wings. This denotes the 
alacrity, promptitude and inſtantaneouſ- 
neſs with which angels obey the divine 
will. Thus, the angel who appeared 
to Zacharias at the hour of incenſe, ©1 
* am Gabriel, that ſtand in the preſence 
* of God:“ and hence, elſewhere, in 
ſcripture, the activity of angels is com. 
pared to the velocity of the wind, and 
| the rapid irreſiſtible force of fire. © He 
* rode upon a cherub, and did fly; yea 
| * hedid fly upon the wings of the wind. 
1 He maketh his angels ſpirits; his mi- 
k „ niſters a flaming fire,” © Bleſs the 


N © 42" , 
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| * Rev. iv. 11. 
| | 5-4 “ Lord, 
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„Lord, ye his angels, that excel in LET. 
« ſtrength, that do his commandments,. 
« hearkening unto the voice of his word. 
« Bleſs ye the Lord, al! ye his hoſts; ye 
„ miniſters of his, that do his plea- 


« ſure. * ; 


Once more, the faces of the cherub- 
im were not only turned one to another, 
but bended together towerd the mercy 
ſeat, and their looks were attentively 
fixed upon the ark. This expreſſes the 
holy admiration, with which angels are 
filled, of thoſe myſteries of redemption 
which the ark prefigured. To this re- 
E  markable circumſtance, the apoſtle Peter 
| J nodes in his firſt epiſtle, when ſpeak- 
ning of ſalvation through * the ſufferings 
of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
: follow, he adds, © which things the 
angels deſire to look into,” The 
words literally tranſlated import, which 
* things, angels ſtoop down to contem- 
* plate,” It conveys a beautiful and 


* Pſ. ciii. 20, 21. 


ſtriking 
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God abundant in loving kindneſs to 
angels in heaven: And forgetting, il 
it be lawful to ſay fo, the luſtre and 
N happinels 


ſtriking idea of the goſpel diſpenſation. 
Angels are exalted to the height of glory 
and felicity. They behold God face to 
face, and drink of the river of pleaſure WF { 
at its very ſource, They ſee his un. 
created ſplendour ſhining before their MF 
eyes. They ſee his goodneſs in the ble. 
fings which they enjoy. They lee his © 
juſtice in the puniſhment of angel; Wi « 
« which left their firſt eſtate.” They ſe 3 ; 
his wiſdom in the government of thi; 
vaſt umverſe. In a word, every thing 
that is capable of filling the enlarged WF t 
comprehenſion, of ſatisfying the inquir. {WF * 
ing ſpirit, is ſet before theſe pure and ex. WF © 
alted intelligences. Nevertheleſs, amid MW * 
ſo many objects of wonder and delight; 4 - 
| in the midſt of all this felicity and glory, WF © 
0 angels deſire to be more and more ac. 
il quainted with * the things which belong 
l to our peace.” They diſcover a God Wt © 
h rich in mercy to men upon earth, as Wt © 
i wonderful, as incomprehenſible as a IM © 
| 16 
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| happineſs of the church triumphant, 3 
deſcend and mingle with the church 
militant, and find fuel to divine love, 
find materials for pleaſing, advancing, 
endleſs inveſtigation, in the work of 
redemption by Jeſus Chrilt. © Theſe 
things the angels,” from the heights 


of heaven, © bend down” with humble 


BY 

caarneſtneſs, with holy defire, “ to look 

0 1 1 into.“ 

1 

81 conclude with quoting a paſſage of 

dhe Rabbi Maimonides“ on the ſubjett. 

" L God commanded Moſes,” ſays he, 
(- . *to make two cherubim, in order to | 
1 WF © impreſs upon the human mind the = 
t: 4 * dottrme of the exiſtence of angels. M 
y, * Had there been but one cherub placed Ms 
e. © over the mercy ſeat, the Iſraelites 
ng might have fallen into a grievous 

od errour, they might have imagined, 

as © with 1dolatrous nations, that it was 

dhe image of God himſelf, which they 

to © were required to worſhip under that 

1 
\nd E * More Nevoch. part III. chap. xlv. | 
ils i form. mi 

9 
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LE CT. form. Or they might have been led 
— do believe, on the other hand, that 
« there was but one angel. But the 
* command given to make two chery. 
bim, joined to this declaration, 0 
e Tjrael, the Lord your God in one Jelo. 
% vab, ſettles both articles beyond che 
* power of diſputation. It proves that 
there is an angelic order, and that it 
* conſiſts of more than one: it prevents 
* our confounding the idea of God with 
* that of angel; ſeeing there is but one 
«© God who created the cherubim, and 


& created more than one.” 


% 


In this ſacred repoſitory were laid 
up, for perpetual preſervation, the awful 
monuments of the Sinai covenant, of the 
church eſtabliſhed in the wildernels; 
2 the memorials of mercies paſt, the 
pledges of good things to come * the 
| i tables of the covenant,” the incorrup- 
tible manna, and Aaron's rod that bud- 
ded: ſignifying to all future generations, 
| the permanency and immutability of 
the divine law, the unremitting 2 
an 
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and attention of the divine Providence, L > fog 
the dignity and ſtability of the Levitical — 
| prieſthood. But the whole economy, 

1 and every inſtrument of it, in proceſs of 

ume paſſed away. All was at length || 
carried to Babylon. But the diſſolu- 4 
don of the empire which dared to 

1 violate their ſacredneſs, was involved 

: in their violation and diſſolution. Read \ 
the hiſtory ofit, Dan. v.“ © Belſhazzar _— 
the king made a great feaſt to a thou- k 
„ ſand of his lords, and drank wine 

4 before the thouſand. Belſhazzar whiles 


he taſted the wine, commanded to 


E © bring the golden and ſilver veſſels, 
| MW © which his father Nebuchadnezzar had 4 
| | * taken out of the temple which was in 0 
e © Jeruſalem, that the king and his 2 | 
; * princes, his wives and his concubines 7 
e © might drink therein. Then they 
e © brought the golden veſſels that were 
> WE © taken out of the temple of the houſe 
d. of God, which was at Jeruſalem; and 


the king and his princes, his wives and 


re 7 * Verſe 1—6. 
Vor. IV. 2 «© his 
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* his concubines drank in them. They 
* drunk wine, and praiſed the gods of 
gold, and of ſilver, of braſs, of iron, 
* of wood, and of ftone. In the ſame 
hour came forth fingers of a mans 
* hand, and wrote over againſt the 
* candleſtick upon the plaiſter of the 
* wall of the kings palace; and the king 
* ſaw part of the hand that wrote. Then 


| PITT” ** n . — „ a Bana. 4 "INDE 
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* the king's countenance was changed, | 
* and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that 
the joints of his loins were looſed, and | 
his knees ſmote one againK another 
Read the writing, with the i Mrpreta. WF , 
tion of it. This is the writing that , 
* was written, MENE MENE, TEKEL 3 
* UPHARSIN. This is the interpreta- WF . 
« tion of the thing: MENE, God hab 
numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed BF < 
„it. TEKEL, thou art welghed 1 in 
the balances, and art found wanting, : 
„PE RES, thy kingdom 1s divided. : I 
and given to the Medes and Perſians. * q 5 
Read the iſſue, © In that night was Bel. 


* Verſe 25—28. 


6 


« ſhazzar 
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„ ſhazzar the king of the Chaldeans uin. 


„lain. And Darius the Median took 
the kingdom.“* 


* 


Such was the wonderful ſtructure 


erected to the honour of God, and by 

his ſpecial direction, in the wilderneſs of 

Sinai. It was begun and perfected with- 

| J in the compals of little more than fix 

* WE months. Every thing was executed 

' WE according to the pattern ſhewed to 

i = Moſes in the mount. At length it was | 

| 1 ſet up in all its ſplendour, with a mix- 

; ture of holy joy and godly fear: and | 
we divine Inhabitant took ſolemn poſ- | 
. ſeſſion in the eyes of all Ifreel. © A cloud 1 
covered the tent of the congregation, 1 
h and the glory of the Lord filled the = | 
0 E © tabernacle.” 

n 

_ = © Now of the things which we have 

„ WE © ipoken, This is the ſum: We have 


E © ſuch an High Prieſt, who is ſet on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majeſty 
: *-Verie. 20, 31. 
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— 


te jn the heavens; a miniſter of the ſanc. 
e tuary, and of the true tabernacle 
* which the Lord pitched, and not man, 
e Who hath obtained a more excellent 
* miniſtry, by how much allo he 1s the 
Mediator of a better covenant, which 
* was eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, 
* In that he ſaith, a new covenant, he 
*« hath made the firſt old. Now that 
« which decayeth and waxeth old, i; 
* ready to vaniſh away.” 


* Heb. viii. 1, 2, 6, 13. 
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NUM B. xx. 23—29. 
4 
© AND THE LORD SPAKE UN TO MOSES AND AARON 1 
1 IN MOUNT HOR, BY THE COAST OF THE LAND 
* . OFEDOM, SAYING, AARON SHALL BE GATHER= 
I ED UNTO HIS PEOPLE: FOR HE SHALL NOT | 
 ENTERINTO THE LAND WHICH IHAVE GIVEN | 
 UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE | 
YE REBELLED AGAINST MY WORD AT THE | 
I WATER OF MERIBAH. TAKE AARON AND 
4 ELEAZAR HIS SON, AND BRING THEM UP UNTO 10474 
| MOUNT HOR: AND STRIP AARON OF HIS GAR= 
1 MENTS, AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS | 


SON: AND AARON SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO 
HIS PEOPLE, AND SHALL DIE THERE, AND 
MOSES DID AS THE LORD COMMANDED: AND 
THEY WENT UP INTO MOUNT HOR, IN THE 
SIGHT OF ALL THE CONGREGATION. AND 
MOSES STRIPPED AARON OF HIS GARMENTS, 


AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS SON; AND 
AARON 
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AARON DIED THERE IN THE TOP OF THE 
MOUNT. AND MOSES AND ELEAZARCAME DOWN 
FROM THE MOUNT, AND WHEN ALL THE CON- 
GREGATION SAW THAT AARON WAS DEAD 
THEY MOURNED FOR AARON THIRTY DAYS, 
EVEN ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 


HE lives of moſt men, from the 

womb to the grave, paſs away un- 
obſerved, unregarded, unknown. When 
their courſe is finiſhed, the whole hil— 
tory of it ſhrinks into two little articles; 
on ſuch a day they were born, and 
after ſo many days they died. Of thoſe 


who emerge out of the general obſcurity, 


ſome begin their public career at an ad- 


vanced period of hfe, and of courle it 
conſiſts of a few ſhining, intereiling, 
important events, and 1s confined with- 
in the compaſs of a very few fleeting 
years. While the progreſs of a little 
ſelected band, whom an indulgent Pro- 
vidence has vouchſafed ſignally to no- 
bilitate, and whom the hiſtoric pencil 
is {ond to delineate, is diſtinguiſhed 
from the cradle to the tomb, by an un- 
interrupted ſeries of ſplendid incidents. 

| exemplary 
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exemplary virtues, and brilliant ac- 
tions. 


The characters of men are mixed like 
their fortunes. The moſt perfect inſtruc- 
tion, for the generality of mankind, 
which hiſtory furniſhes, is perhaps ſup- 
plied from the exhibition of mixed, 
that is, of imperfect characters. Un- 
varying ſcenes of fraud, violence, and 
blood; the repreſentation of undeviat- 
ing, unrelenting, unbluſhing profligacy, 
muſt, of neceſſity, create diſguſt, or 
diminiſh the horrour of vice. The real 
annals of mankind, preſent no model of 
pure and perfect virtue, but one; and 
from its ſingularity, it cannot, in all 
reſpects, ſerve as a pattern for imitation. 


We contemplate it at an awful diſtance; 


we feel ourſelves every moment con- 
demned by it: we turn from the divine 
excellency, which covers our faces with 
ſhame, and caſts us down to the ground, 
toward the mercy which has ſealed our 
pardon, and the grace which raiſes us up 
again, 
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The fanciful repreſentations of perfect 


virtue, which are ſupplied from the ſtores 
of fiction, can but amuſe at moſt; ediſy 


they cannot. They want truth, they 
want nature, they come not home to 
the boſoms of ordinary men. I might 
more eaſily ape the {tate of a king, than 
imitate the affettedly ſublime virtue of 
the heroes of romance. Many of the per. 
ſons whole profeſſion it is to retail thoſe 
ideal virtues,” are notoriouſly among 


the moſt abandoned and profligate of 


our race. Thoſe examples, therefore, 


are to be conſidered as the moſt uſeful, 
as I flatter myſelf they are more fre- 
quent, which exhibit a mixture in which 
goodneſs predominates, and finally pre- 
vails; in which virtue is ſeen wading 
through difhculties, ſtruggling with 
temptation, recovering from error, ga- 
thering ſtrength from weaknels, learning 
wiſdom from experience, ſuſtaining itſelf 
by dependence upon God; feeking re— 
fuge from its own frailty and imperfec- 
tion in divine compaſſion, and - crown- 
ed, at length, with victory over all 

oppoſi 
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| oppoſition, and the ſmiles of approving 
Heaven. 


Of this ſort, is the hiſtory and charac- 


ter which the pen of inſpiration, which 
E the pencil of a brother has drawn, for 
the inſtruction of this evening. 


Aaron, the firſt high prieſt of the He- 


| | brew nation, and the only brother of 
: Yoke, their celebrated legiſlator, was 
born in the year of the world two thou- 
land three hundred and ſeventy: before 
E Chriſt one thouſand ſix hundred and 
| thirty-four; and before the birth of his 
| brother three years. It is probable he 
came into the world before the edi& of 
| the king of Egypt was publiſhed, which 
| commanded all the Iſraelitiſn male 
children to be put to death. For that 
edict ſeems to have been directed by a 
ſpecial interpoſition of Providence, pre- 
eiſely to mark, and eminently to ſig- 
nalize, the firſt appearance of the great 
| prophet of the Jews. Expoſed to no 
ſpecial danger in infancy, the ſubject 
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of no intereſting memoir in early 
ute, diſtinguiſhed by no memorable 
/ talents or exploits in manhood, we ſee 


him far declined into the vale of 
years, before we ſee him at all; and, 
for all our knowledge of him, earlier 
or later, we are indebted to the labours 
of his younger brother. Another, a. 
mong a cloud of witneſfes, to prove 
that the birth-right of nature, and 
the deflination of Providence, are in- 
tended to confer diſlinttions of a very 
different kind. Moſes has ſhone forty 
years in the court of Pharaoh, has 
formed an alliance by marriage with a 
foreign prince, and cultivated the vir 
tues, and proſecuted the employments 
of private life for forty years more, 
before his elder brother is heard ol. 
And when he 1s at length brought upon 
the ſcene, at the advanced age of eighty- 
three, it is to occupy an inferior de. 


partment to his brother, and the elder 


is yet again deſigned to ſerve the 
younger. 


His 
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His firſt introduction, however, to our 
|; acquaintance, places him in a moſt in- 
tereſting, reſpectable, and honourable 
£ point of view. We behold a venerable 
E man, fourſcore and upwards, agitated 
E with public cares, and moved with fra- 
© ternal tenderneſs and affection, on his 
© way through the wilderneſs, in queſt of 
his long abſent brother. In theſe our 
3 days of ſpeedy conveyance and commy- 
nication from pole to pole, from the 
eaſt to the welt, by land, by water, 
through the air, we can form but a 
lender idea of the anxiety of friends, 
removed but a few leagues diſtance from 
one another, and their conſequent 1gno- 
E rance of each other's ſituation. —Propor- 
tionally ſweet muſt have been the delight 
of meeting together, after long ſepara- 
ton, Scripture has deſcribed this, as 
it does every thing elſe, in its own 1n- 
imitable manner. Aaron thy brother, 
bchold he cometh forth to meet thee: 
and when he ſeeth thee, he will be 
glad in his heart.”* Behold the in- 


Exodus iv. 14. 
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terview of two brothers, not the reſiſ 
of previous concert, not the effect ( 
human ſagacity, not the fortuitous coin. 
cidence of blind, blundering, accidenta 
circumſtances; but planned and condut. 
ed of Heaven, and effected by him © why 
* worketh all things after the counſel o 
his will,” and for a great and noble 


purpoſe. 


The occaſion of Aaron's firſt appear. 
ance in the ſacred drama, is not leſs me. 
morable. . Moſes having received the 
divine commiſſion to proceed to the 
deliverance of his nation from Egyptian 
bondage, repeatedly excuſes himſelf 


from undertaking that honourable en- 


ployment, particularly on the footing of 
his deficiency in the arts of eloquence 
and perſuaſion. Did this ariſe from 
timidity in Moſes? was it a falſe modeliy 
and humility? or did he indeed labour 
under a defect of this kind? If the al; 
can we avoid reflecting on the wonder- 
ful equality with which nature diſtributes 
her gifts? In conception who ſo ſub- 

FR lime, 
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E narration who ſo imple, in written lan- 4, 
guage who ſo perſpicuous, ſo forcible, 

E ſo impreſſive as Moſes? Can it be true, 
then, what he ſays of himſelf, O my 
Lord, Iam not eloquent, neither here- 

(4 tofore, nor ſince thou haſt ſpoken unto 

3 thy ſervant: but I am flow of ſpeech, 
and of a flow tongue.”*' Who is fo 

4 favoured of nature and Providence, as 

to poſſeſs every talent, every bleſſing? 
Who ſo hardly dealt with, as to be left 
deſtitute of all? The praiſe of eloquence 
certainly belongs to Aaron; for 1t 1s 
beſtowed by him, who is beſt able to 
eſtimate his own gifts. Is not Aaron 

*the Levite thy brother? I know 

that he can ſpeak well.“ T But O 

how different the nature, the import- 
ance, the effect, the duration of one 
talent compared to another! The tongue 

which overawed Pharaoh, which aſto- 

niſhed all Egypt, and charmed the liſten- 

ng ear of Iſrael, ſpeedily became mute; 


| lime, in compoſition who ſo elegant, in LE C N 


* Verſe 10. 
Verſe 14. 1 
and | 17 
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LECT. and of its powerful charm, not a ſingle 
IX. 

—— trace remains behind: while the pro. 

ductions of Moſes' pen, exiſt, and ſhall 

exiſt, till nature expire, to inſtruc, 


delight, and bleſs mankind. 


Thevarious inſtruments which Heaven 
employs, are ever ſuited to their ſeaſons, 
occaſions, and ends. The interview be- 
tween the brothers takes place according 
as infinite wiſdom had contrived it; 
and it behoved, on many accounts, to 
be a pleaſant one. Two wile and good 
men, fo nearly related, ſo fondly attached li 
to each other, after a ſeparation ſo te. E: Li 
dious, to meet again in health, to confer I of 
together on matters of ſuch high mo- + 
ment, to enter under the aſſured pro- 
tection of Heaven, upon the noble ch 
and moſt generous enterprize that can ra 
engage great and lofty ſpirits, the deliver 3 ha 
ance of their country! What a field # Ir 
for the exerciſe of private friendſhip, 2 ac 
of natural affeftion, of public ſpirit! | 
On Aaron, according to the divine ap- 
pointment, fell that moſt grateſul of all 

talks, 
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taſks, to announce to the wretched the LECT: [ 
period of their miſery, © to proclauin ——— "i 
liberty to the captives,” the truth and 
© faithfulneſs of God to the deſponding 
and dejected, and the poſſeſſion of 


| Canaan to the ſlaves of Pharaoh. 


— — 


= Eloquence has an enchanting power, 

even over thoſe who have no intereſt 

in the ſubject of it. How potent, then, 

Ide enchantment of the heaven-taught 

1 of Aaron the Levite! What 

grace muſt have been poured into his 

ir. when delivering the meſſage of 

Love from the great IAM,“ the God 

Þ of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, to their 

E hapleſs offspring, aſſuring them, that | 
3 | the time to favour them was now come, 

chat his covenant was ſure! With what 1 
naviſhed ears muſt the elders of Iſrael 
1 have liſtened to ſuch tidings, flowing 

from ſuch lips! Happy Aaron, thus 


accompliſhed, thus commiſſioned, thus 
proſpered! Happy people, thus re- 
= membered, thus addreſſed, thus per— 
I fuaded! But wherefore envy his honour, 
; | or 


LECT. 
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or their happineſs? A greater then 
Aaron is with us; even He who ſays of WW + 
himſelf, © the Spirit of the Lord God i; . 
* upon me, becauſe the Lord hath WF - 
* anointed me to preach good tiding; WF + 
* unto the meek; he hath ſent me to | 
bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 4 , 
* claim liberty to the captives, and the f 
opening of the priſon to them that are i 
bound: We announce to you, that 3 0 
Jeſus, © in whom all fulneſs was pleaſed WW « 
* to dwell,” whom admiring multitudes 3 ' 
worſhipped, ſaying, never man ſpake WW 1 
like this man!” whole all- command. f 
ing voice checked the boiſterous ele. t 
ments, put demons to flight, and pierced We p 
the ear of death. | 
I t; 

Chriſtians, we come not to you with WF a 
the eloquence of an Aaron; but we bear E 1 
a meſlage infinitely more important then 
his. Our “ ſpeech and preaching is not {WF | 
«* with enticing words of man's wiſdom: f 


© 


* Iſaiah Ixi. 1. 5 


+ Cor. ii. 4. 


O that 
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O that it might be © in demonſtration LE CT, 
5 IX. 
« of the Spirit, and of power: that 
« your faith ſhould not ſtand in the 
* wiſdom of men, but in the power of 
« God,”* He proclaimed freedom from 
| ſetters of 1ron, and the oppreſſion of 
an earthly tyrant: we proclaim liberty 
from the bondage of ſin; from everlaſt- 


dd att. . * 9 q 
. rn Y A ED) 


6 


* * _ | * * * R 10 * 
RRR 


6 ing chains under darkneſs; from the : 
t WE cruel tyranny of the devil; from the 0 
4 WT: dreadful curſe of God's violated law, n 
8 q which arms Satan with his tremendous 
e power, digs the vaſt receſſes of the un- 


d. fathomable abyſs, and feeds the inex- 
E tinguiſhable flame of the fiery lake. He 
4 | publiſhed a covenant of a temporary 

b effect, which conveyed temporal advan- ms 
tages, which was clogged with hard | 


Y 
'F 


th ; and hazardous conditions, which has 
At E paſſed away. We publiſh a covenant, 
an * * ordered in all things and ſure,” whoſe 
. 1 ſtability depends not on our fidelity, 


E | which poſſeſſes a commanding influence 
4 on eternity, which propoſes everlaſting 


2 
J 
7 
4 


„i Car. it.--45.5» 
hat FW Vor. IV. R benefits, 
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nr benefits, which makes proviſion for hu. 
— man frailty, which outruns our utmoſt 
wiſhes, compoſes our juſteſt apprehen. 

ſions, tranſcends our higheſt hopes. The 

meſſage of Auron iſſued in the proſpet, 


yet diſtant, of a land flowing with milk 


and honey, of a pure air, and a fruitful 1 

ſoil; but infeſted with enemies, influenc. WF 

ed by, and expoſed to inclement ſeaſons, WF 
and liable to forfeiture. But our preach- MW | 
ing, Men and Brethren, looks beyond 3 t 
time, and the flaming boundaries of this © b 
great univerſe: it holds out the diſtant, N e 
but not uncertain, proſpect of a celeſtial N a 
Paradiſe, ſtored with every delight that e 
is ſuited to the nature of a rational and 3 p 
immortal being: which is expoſed to p 
no hoſtile incurſion, to no elementary el 
ſtrife; and whoſe eternal poſſeſſion is WE a W 
enſured, by the Almighty Power of God, [MW o 
; and the purchaſe of a Saviour's blood. ta 
Xx 

Aaron preached, alas! to men who 

could not enter in becauſe of unbeliet, 
and the tongue itſelf which announced * 
Canaan to others, was ſilenced before 


Jordan | F la 
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| Jordan divided. Avert, merciful Father, 
E avert the dreadful omen. Let not the 
4 preacher, let none of the hearers of this 
night, be miſſing, in the day when thou 
bringeſt home thy redeemed ones to thy 
| heavenly reſt, 


© —The events of Aaron's life are ſo 
E blended with, and dependent upon, 
E thoſe of his brother, that they cannot 
be ſeparated. Many of them have ac- 
cordingly been already adverted to, 
and ſhall not therefore now be repeat- 
ed, our intention being to ſele& thoſe 
1 paſſages of his hiſtory, Which are more 
perſonal and peculiar; which more 
clearly mark a diſtin&t character; and 
E which repreſent him inveſted with an 
office which was to be hereditary in his 
family, and typical of the unchange- 
: ] able prieſthood of the Son of God. 

mm che concluſion of the ſixth chapter, 
Moſes interrupts the thread of his nar- 
dre ation, to deliver the genealogy of the 
* ani of Levi; a matter of no little mo- 
R 2 ment 
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ment in the ſettlement of that political 
and religious economy, Which God was 
about to erect, for the better govern- 
ment of his people Ifrael.—From this 
it appears, that Aaron and himſelf were 
in the fourth generation, in a direct line, 
from Levi, Jacob's third ſon; being the 
ſons of Amram, the eldeſt ſon of Ko- 


hath, the ſecond ſon of Levi. Hence, 


they are in the fifth generation from 
Jacob, in the ſixth from Iſaac, and the 
ſeventh from Abraham. It farther ap- 
pears, from this genealogical deduttion, 
that Aaron had connected himſelf with 
the tribe of Judah, by marrying Eliſheba 
the daughter of Aminadab, and ſiſter to 
Naaſhon, who became ſoon after the 
head of the prerogative tribe, the pro- 
genitor of its long ſucceſſion of princes, 
and the root, according to the fleſh, ol 
the promiſed Meſſiah. By her he had 
four ſons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar.—On all which I have only to 
obſerve, that as the miſeries of Egyptian 
bondage detCrred not Aaron from enter 
ing into that ſtate which Providence 
| has 


, K 9 id 
9 rn 4 


4 
4 
= 
= 
3 
I 
5 
1 
= 
8 
=. 
= 
3 
4 Þ 


S mad . 
8 * nnen LOFT ITPn * 
* * : * IF OP TW IE" ES bs 8 wn a 


* % Fa RY 


HISTORY OF AARON. 245 


Ro —- © Hoc 9 q 4 2 2 
— 5 I — — + LE EA. ICP = 1 
R A a : - 
: — I . 3 » 


has eſtabliſhed for improving the happi- LEE T: 1 
neſs, and mitigating the forrows of wv f 
human life, ſo the God in whom he | 
truſted, rendered this virtuous union 
productive of a race of high-prieſts to 
miniſter unto the Lord, and to ſupport 
the honours of their father's name and 
office, to the lateſt ages of the Jewiſh 


commonwealth. 


— _— = 


1 


With what care has Providence watch- 
ed over, and preſerved entire, the royal 
and ſacerdotal line, till the great pur- 
poles of Heaven were accompliſhed, till 
the deſcent of the promiſed ſeed was 
aſcertained! From that period genea- | 
logy was, as it were, broken into ten 
thouſand fragments, the connection | 
and ſucceſſion of families were blotted 
out, as a thing of nought; and a new 
family was eſtabliſhed on different princi- 
ples, in endleſs ſucceſſion, all claiming 


and holding of this © firſt born among 
* many brethren,” 


R 3 . 
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As Aaron is repreſented in the pof. 


ſeſſion of the moſt pleaſing powers of 
ſpeech, to ſoothe the woes of Iſrael, ſo 
we ſee him armed with a tongue, ſharp 
as a two edged ſword, to {mite and to 
break the pride of Pharoah and of Egypt; 
and bearing a potent rod, endued with 
power to deliver or to deſtroy. And in 
this the world is taught to reſpect, to 
revere the weakeſt, meaneſt, moſt con- 
temptible weapon, which the hand 
of Jehovah vouchſafes to uſe. It's virtue 
lies not in itſelf, but in the arm that 
wields it. Through the whole of the 
aſtoniſhing tranſactions which follow, 
we find an exact order and method ob- 
ſerved. Aaron uſes not the rod at his 
own diſcretion, neither does God com- 
municate his pleaſure immediately to 
him; but the Lord gives the word to 
Moſes, who delivers it to Aaron, who 
follows the inſtructions given him. And 
thus, by an example of the higheſt 
authority, we are inſtructed, in obedr- 
ence to an injunction given long after 

under 
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under another diſpenſation, © that all he T: 
things be done decently and in order... 


The next memorable event of Aaron's 
life, after aſſiſting in the plagues of 
Egypt, and the conſequent deliverance 
of Iſrael, is his contributing to the defeat 
of Amalek, by aiding Hur in ſupport- 
ing the weary hands of Moſes his brother, 
upon the mount. To the obſervations 
already made on this part of the hiſ- 
tory, I have only to repeat, and to 
urge upon your minds the reflection of 


the pſalmiſt, © behold how good a thing 


*1t is, in every point of view, © and 
* how pleaſant for brethren to dwell 
* together in unity!“ By concord the 
weakeſt powers grow and ſtand; through 


diſunion the ſtrongeſt are diſſolved and 
tall, 


Aaron and his two eldeſt ſons, with 


ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael, by divine 


appointment, accompanied Moſes to 


* Pſalm exxXIiil. T. 


R 4 the 


1 
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[LE ST the lower region of mount Sinai, when 

8 he went up to meet God, in order to 
receive the civil and religious conſtitu- 
tion of the ſtate: and with them, as the 
federal heads and repreſentatives of the 
nation, the political union and cove- 
nant were ratified and confirmed. And 
this brings us forward to the eventful 
period of Aaron's hiſtory, his ſolemn 
deſtination to the office of prieſthood, 
his preparation for it, and his inveſti. 
ture in it. 


| The appointment was of Heaven; for 
| * No man taketh this honour unto him- 
e ſelf, but he that is called of God, as 
| * was Aaron: “ and even a king, in later 
times, who preſumed to thruſt himſelf 
into the prieſts ofhce, paid the price of 
his raſhnels, by a leproſy which cleaved 
to him till the day of his death.+ © Take 
thou, ſays the great Source of all 
honour and authority, © take thou unto 
* thee Aaron thy brother, and his ſons 


by „ et 


* Heb. v. 4. 
7 2 Chron. xxvi. 16—21. 
| & with 
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«yith him, from among the children of 
„Iſrael, that he may miniſter unto me 
in the prieſts office, even Aaron, Na- 
« dab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Itha- 
« mar, Aaron's ſons.”* It has been ob- 
jetted to Moſes, as a proof of a ſelfiſh 
and worldly ſpirit, that he employed 
his authority, to perpetuate a ſtation of 
the firſt dignity and emolument, in his 
own tribe and family, by the appoint- 
ment of Aaron to the prieſthood, and 
by the entail of it upon his poſterity for 
ever. But ſurely the objectors muſt 
have ſtudied the caſe very ſuperficially. 
The prieſthood, though of high dignity, 
poſſeſſed very {lender emoluments, and 
ſtill leſs authority. It ſubjected the 
poſſeſſor of it, to much painful attend- 
ance, to much laborious and much un- 
pleaſant ſervice, conſidered as a mere 
lecular employment. It was a poſt, if, 
of diſtinguiſhed honour, ſo of high re- 
ſponſibility. But ſuppofing it were as 
lucrative and honourable as it is alleged, 


S Fx, xxvili. I. 


why 


LECT. 


LECT, 
IX. 
— rnd 


* 
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why did not Moſes aſſume it to himſelf) t 
Why did he paſs by his own ſons ? Why | tl 
not ſecure the reverſion, at leaſt, for his MF C 
own children and their heirs ? When z f 
man has immediate deſcendants of hi; 2 
own body, he is ſeldom ſolicitous about | 
the aggrandizement of more diſtant rela. 
tions, eſpecially to the prejudice of his  r 
own children. The conduct of Moſes, i / 
therefore, in the diſpoſal of this high f 
office, on the ſuppoſition that he had a e 
choice in the matter, is the reverſe of Mt © 
ſelfiſh; it is generous and diſintereſted t 
to the laſt degree. The dignity of ma. WF » 
giſtracy is, in his own life- time, commu- Ne 
nicated with Joſhua ; and, at his death, u 
is wholly transferred to him. The office WW 
of high-prieſt is conferred upon Aaron, f 
and made perpetual to his branch of the f 
family; while the ſons and deſcendants ! 
of Moſes fink into the rank of private n 
citizens, without the ſtipulation of on 
much as a foot of land, extraordinary, t 


in Canaan, in conſideration of their fi- 
ther's eminent ſervices. Does this look 


like avarice and ambition ?2_—But the 
truth 
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truth is, Moſes had no choice at all in 
| the caſe, and preſumed to exerciſe none. 
Cod had declared his will, and that was 
ſufficient to him, and will be lo to every 
good man. 


E If we attend to ſome lines in the cha- 
nter, and ſome ſteps in the conduct of 
Aaron, we ſhall find more juſt reaſon of 
j ſurprize at his appointment to this ſacred 
© office, We behold him, at the very æra 
ol his appointment, an abettor of idola- 
try, and even after his inſtalment in it, 
ve find him, meanly and wickedly, 
envying the diſtinction which was put 
upon his meek and gentle brother, and, 
E with his ſiſter Miriam, heading a revolt 
from his juſt authority. But, alas! were 
i perfect men only to miniſter before God, 
the altar muſt ſoon be deſerted. Were 
not ſinful men to be addreſſed by ſinful 
1 men, the world muſt ſpeedily be deſti- 


4 tute of preachers. © But we have this 


1, 
fa. © treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the 
ok {We © excellency of the power may be of 


« God, 


a — 3 ei 6 ⁵ 2 ..ESz — 


—— — 
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LECT. 
IX. 


— Providence, from the beginning, ſeem; 
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God, and not of us.”* The deſign q 


to have been, to convince the world | 
that in every hand his work muſt pro. WW: 
ſper; that if he interpoſe, all inſtu. WW |; 
ments, the moſt inadequate, muſt pro it 
powerful, and ſhall ſucceed, 1 
n 

A few remarks on the particulars 9 n 
Aaron's ſacred dreſs, the ſervices nr 
which he vas employed, his ſolem : 
conſecration to the performance e 
them, and the ſubſequent events of h; MI |: 
life up to the age of one hundred and WF |: 
twenty-two, together with a curſory viev Wi | 
of his typical importance, as the figure V 
of the great High- Prieſt of our profel. WF i 
ſion, ſhall, with divine permiſſion, furniſh WF a 
the ſubject of the next Lecture. We F 
conclude the preſent with earneſtly cx- WF t 
horting you, 1 
0 

—To be inſtructed by the hiſtory dc 
Aaron to begin to live betimes; if not ; 


Cor: We. 7. 
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to public obſervation, utility, and im- HRS Ts | 
portance, at leaſt to the purpoſes of- 
piety, and to the duties and virtues of l 
| the private man and of the citizen. He ] 
lived long in obſcurity, before he aroſe 
into diſtinction, and was nurtured in the 
ſchool of affliction, for ſtation and emi- 
nence. And it is generally found that 4 
thoſe perſons fill high and difficult ſitua- 

tions molt reſpettably, who arrive at | | 
g them through painful ſtudy, many 
obſtacles, and much oppoſition. It was 
late, very late in life with him, before 
he began to appear on the great theatre; 
let none be thereby deluded into the 
| vain, deceitful hope of living long. The 1 
inſtances of a longevity ſo vigorous, | 
and ſo extended, and ſo diſtinguiſhed, 34 
are too rare to encourage any one to 

wille with the ſeaſon of improvement, 

| to neglect the preſent hour, to preſume 

on a diſtant, uncertain futurity. Old 

age, ſhould you be one of the few who 

attain it, never can be ſupported with 
dignity, nor enjoyed in comfort, if 

| Youth be waſted in diſſipation, or per- 
nutted 
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mitted to ruſt in ignorance. In order 
to poſſeſs the vivacity and ſoundneſs of 
youth, under the preſſure of years, 3 
portion of the reflection, ſteadineſs and 
compoſure of age, muſt be called in, to 
temper and direct the purſuits and en- 
joyments of early life. 


— lt is natural to be dazzled with the 
diſplay of ſhining talents, and to eny 
the poſſeſſor of them. But theſe, alſo, 
are the portion of only a favoured fey, 
The eloquence of an Aaron 1s, perhaps, 
more rarely to be found, than a man of 
a hundred and twenty-two years old, 
Covet, then, and cultivate the virtues 
which are attainable by all, and are in 
themſelves infinitely more valuable, 
than the gifts which are beſtowed more 
{paringly, which do not always prove 
a bleſſing to their owner, and are not 
always accompanied with true goodneſs, 
which alone is in the ſight of God of 
great price. Has an indulgent Provi- 
dence, however, diſtinguiſhed you by 
thoſe rarer accompliſhments, which lead 

to 
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to fame, to honour, to uſefulneſs? See 
that you bury them not, pervert them 
not, abuſe them not. Ability, un- 
| ſupported by worth, by moral excel- 
lence, only renders a man more odious 
and contemptible, as well as more 
dangerous, more miſchievous and cri- 
minal. He is reſponſible both to God 
: and man, for the uſe or abuſe of his 
| ſuperior powers; and to be conſpicuouſly 
criminal and wretched, is a dreadful 
| aggravation of guilt and miſery. © Covet 
| © earneſtly the beſt gifts:“ and yet it 
| were ealy to ſhew unto you © a more 
F | © excellent way.” If you know it, happy 
ue you if you purſue it. 
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LEV TU. EN; 


NUMB, XX. 23-29. 


\iND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES AND AARON 
IN MOUNT HOR, BY THE COAST OF THE LAND 
OFEDOM, SAYING, AARON SHALL BE GATHER= 
ED UNTO HIS PEOPLE: FOR HE SHALL NOT 
ENTER INTO THE LAND WHICH IHAVEGIVEN 
UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE — 
YE REBELLED AGAINST MY WORD AT THE | 
WATER OF MERIBAH. TAKE AARON AND 
ELEAZAR HIis SON, AND BRING THEM UP UNTO 
MOUNT HOR: AND STRIP AARON OF HIS GAR- 
MENTS, AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS 
SON: AND AARON SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO 
HIS PEOPLE; AND SHALL DIE THERE. AND 
MOSES DID AS THE LORD COMMANDED: AND 
THEY WENT UP INTO MOUNT HOR, IN THE 
SIGHT OF ALL THE CONGREGATION, AND 
MOSES STRIPPED AARON OF HIS GARMENTS, 
AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS SON; AND 


AARON 


Vol. IV. 8 . kl: 
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LEST; AARON DIED THERE IN THE TOP OP Thx 


—— 


MOUNT. AND MOSES AND ELEAZARCAME DOWYy 
FREY? FROM THE MOUNT, AND WHEN ALL THE cox. 
GREGATION SAW THAT AARON WAS DEAh 
THEY MOURNED FOR AARON THIRTY Days, 

EVEN ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 


W HAT ſubject ſo intereſting to 


man as his intercourſe with God, 

[| his Creator, Preſerver, and Judge? And 
yet on no ſubject have men fallen into 
| wilder, and more dangerous miſtakes, 
ö A mad and bold enthuſiaſm, has, at 
one time, elevated raſh and preſump- 
| tuous ſpirits to the level of Deity; and 
| the groſſeſt terms of human familiarity 
have been employed, in addreſſing tha 
infinitely holy and glorious Being, in 
| whoſe preſence, angels veil their faces 
ll 5 A timid and grovelling ſuperſtition, on 
| the contrary, has barred to others all 
acceſs to God; and an affected, over: 
refined devotion has ſubverted the in- 
tereſts of true piety. The love of this 
world has encroached upon, and ex. 
tinguiſhed, the ſpirit of religion; anda 
miſguided, ill informed religion has at 
| tempted 
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tempted to detach ſome men from the 
duties and employments of life. 


Men, ever in extremes, have either 
baniſhed God entirely from their 
thoughts, or affected a higher degree of 
reverence for his ſervice, by an avowed 
neglect of ſome of the more obvious 
and more important dictates of his will. 
Could they but be perſuaded to take the 
Holy Scriptures for the rule of their 
conduct in all things, many of theſe 
practical errours might be prevented. 
They would thence be inſtructed to draw 
oh to a holy and righteous God 
with reverence and confidence, as chil- 
dren to a father; and to rejoice before 
a merciful and compaſſionate Saviour 
with fear and trembling. While the 
eye of a guilty conſcience beheld 
cherubims and a flaming ſword turn- 
ing every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life,” the eye of faith would 
liſcern, © a new and living way which 
he hath conſecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to ſay, his fleſh.” 

* Heb. x. 20. 


8 2 The 
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LECT. The whole of divine revelation, and 
—— indeed it is the chief end of revelation, 
repreſents the great Jehovah as acceſſible 
to the guilty and the miſerable; but ae. 
ceſſible only in a method, and by means, 
of his own appointment. To the vilel}, 
meaneſt, moſt wretched of mankind there 
is hope towards God, through Chril 
Jeſus the Lord; but to the pureſt and 
molt perfect of our fallen race, * there 
is not ſalvation in any other: for there 
* is none other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we muſt be 
*«* faved.”* All the ſtores of divine grace 
are laid open, all the energy of diving 
eloquence is employed, to aſſure and 
encourage the humble. The Lord, 
* the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
« long-ſuffering, and abundant in good 
* neſs and truth, keeping mercy for 
* thouſands, forgiving iniquity and 
* tranſgreſſion and ſin, f while one 
denunciation of juſtice ferves to check 
and repel the impenitent and the proud, 


* Acts iv. 12. 
+ Ex. iv, 6, 7. 


6 hut 
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« but who will by no means clear the 
„ owlty.” 


The inſtitution of the prieſthood un- 


der the law, was an explicit and a ſtand- 


ing declaration to the ſame purpoſe. 
It conſiſted of a ſucceſſion of men, and of 
a ſervice, ordained of God to be a per- 
petual memorial to mankind, of their 
apoſtaſy and guilt, and of the means of 
pardon and reconciliation : of their be- 
ing by nature and wicked works afar off, 


but made nigh by the blood of atone- 


ment, 


Aaron, the firſt who was called to ex- 
ecute this high office, had already at- 
tained his eighty-fourth year, and of 


courſe had become venerable in the eyes 
of men by reaſon of age. He poſſeſſed 


an inſinuating and commanding addreſs; 
he had acquired a high degree of eſtima- 
tion, from the honourable ſhare that 
belonged to him, in effecting the deliver- 
ance from Egypt ; and he was only bro- 
ther to the illuſtrious and renowned le- 


8 3 giſlator 


LECT. 


262 HISTORY Of AARON. 


LECT. giſlator of Ifrael. But his nobleſt and 
— moſt honourable diſtinction, was his ap 
pointment and call from Heaven, to the 
diſcharge of the duties of this exalted 
ſtation, The pen of inſpiration, hoy. 
ever, always faithful and true, repre. 
ſents him as a man liable to many infir. 
mities, At the waters of Strife he wa 
betrayed into anger, ſelf-conceit, and 
preſumption; in the matter of the gold. 
en calf, we find him chargeable with 
timidity and ſinful compliance: he ſtands 
convicted of unkindneſs and ingratitude 
to the beſt and moſt affectionate of bro- 
thers ; of the moſt daring 1rreverence and 
impiety towards God, and of diſſimula. 
tion bordering on falſehood. And even 
after his conſecration to the prieſthood, 
with ſhame and ſorrow we behold him 
wickedly giving into the mean and con- 
temptible paſſions of envy and jealouly; 
and, to heighten this baſe offence, the 
unoffending, unprovoking object of thele 
paſſions, was his own neareſt relation, 
and the man to whom he was indebted 


for all that eminence to which he was 
| himſelf 
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himſelf raiſed, and which he tranſmitted 
to his family. But with all theſe im- 
perfections on his head, and many 
others, doubtleſs, of which it was not 
the buſineſs of this record to convey the 
memory to us, he was the man whom 
God was pleaſed to chooſe, to miniſter 
in the firſt rank at his altar, and to 
typify, the High Prieſt who became us, 


„ ſeparate from ſinners,” 


As in every thing that related to the 
conſtruction of the tabernacle and its ſa- 
cred furniture, Moſes was confined to a 
pattern ſnewn, and to directions given 
him in the mount, ſo alſo in all things 
that related to the dreſs, the ſervices 
and the attendance of the high prieſt 
and his aſſiſtants. And you will pleaſe 
to obſerve that Moſes himſelf, having 
been called and conſecrated in an ex- 
traordinary manner, was conſtituted the 
temporary high prieſt, to officiate in the 
conſecration of Aaron and his ſons. 
They ſaw therefore the perſon of a 
84 mediator 


« who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled and 
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mediator interpoſing between themſelves 
and God. They ſaw an extraordinary 
prieſthood, conjoined to legiſlative au- 
thority, reſiding in their brother, the 
man whom God choſe, and from whom 
their honour immediately flowed; they 
ſaw an image of the ſtation they were 
henceforth to occupy, and the purpoſes 
which they were to fulfil towards the 
whole nation. Moſes was between God 
and them, they were to be between God 
and the people. He offered ſacrifice to 
make atonement for them, they were to 
offer ſacrifice to make reconciliation for 
the ſins of all Iſrael. And in this we ſee 
a prieſthood more ancient and more 
honourable than that of Aaron, from 
which it derives its exiſtence, dignity 
and uſe, and in which it is now abſorb- 


cd. 


As nothing 1s unimportant on this ſub- 
ject, nothing but what has a ſignificancy, 
though that ſignihcancy we are unable 
in every inſtance to diſcover, we find 


the ſacred hiſtorian entering into a mi- 


nuts 
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ute detail and deſcription of the ſacer- 
dotal robes, in which, however, it is not 
our purpoſe to follow him, as we would 
rather ſuggeſt ideas, than repeat words, 
aim at inſtruction rather than indulge 
in ſpeculation, and without pretending 
to explain every thing, would aim at 
the praiſe of inculcating uſeful truth. 


The veſtments for the prieſts are diſ- 


* ſhalt make the holy garments for Aa- 
„ron.“ Thou ſhalt put upon Aaron 
* the Holy garments, and anoint him, 
and ſanctify him; that he may miniſter 
* unto me in the prieſt's office.“ Now 
this epithet muſt undoubtedly refer to 
the nature of that pure and perfect 
Being, in whoſe worſhip they were em- 
ployed; to the ſacredneſs of the. charac- 
ter which was inveſted with them; and 
to the ſpotleſs purity of Him, whoſe 
| perſon was hereby prefigured, and whoſe 
@ ſanctity, independent of garments of 


* Ex. xl. 13. 
ſuch 


tinguiſhed by the term holy: © Thou. 


LECT, 
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LECT. ſuch a texture and quality, conſiſted 
na total freedom from moral pollution, 
ho did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth.“ The veſtment; 

. of the Iſraelitiſn high prieſt, however 
ſplendid, could not but cover much 
weakneſs and imperfection. Like the 
diſpenſation which enjoined them, they 

had only © a ſhadow of good things to 

% come, and could never make the 

* comers thereunto perfect.“ But even 

in a moral and religious view, ſurely 

they were not without their uſe. They 

were a conſtant and affectionate admoni. 

tion from God to the perſons who wore 

them; ſaying, © be ye holy for I am holy. 

They were a conſtant and pathetic ad- 
monition to the people; ſaying, © I will 

© he ſanctified in all them that draw 

“ nigh unto me.” They are an ever- 

laſting admonition to the Chriſtian world, 

who are all kings and prieſts unto Gol, 

that they are called and engaged * to 

© holineſs in all manner of converls- 

« tion.” If times, and places, and drels 

ſerve as guards to virtue, if they prelervc 

decency, 
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decency, and prevent vice, do they LE © T. 
not anſwer a valuable and important 


purpoſe to mankind? In perfect con- 
formity to this idea, the loftieſt and 
moſt conſpicuous article of the high 
prieſt's dreſs, was a plate of pure gold, 
affixed with a blue lace to the fore front 
of the mitre, having engraved upon it 
this remarkable inſcription, in order to 
be ſeen and read of all men: © Holineſs 
* to the- Lord.“ Thereby the wearer 
became © as a city that is ſet on a hill; 
* which cannot be hid:”* and this bright 
memorial inceſſantly, though filently, 
proclaimed to the-eye, to the heart, to 
the conſcience, © a holy God, a holy 
* ſervice, a holy miniſter, a holy people, 
* a holy covenant.” 


We accordingly obſerve the ſtricteſt 
attention to external decorum run thro' 
the whole of this divine inſtitution. The 
eye being one of the great avenues to 
the ſoul, guilt being the parent of ſhame, 


Mat. v. 14. 
| and 
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and the diſpenſations of the divine wif. 
dom and mercy being adapted to the 
condition and character of men, as they 
are, depraved and degraded by ſin, not 
as man was, pure and perfect from the 
hand of his Creator, the heart and con- 
{ſcience muſt be addreſſed through the 


ſenſes. 


The next molt obſervable and ſignifi 
cant part of Aaron's dreſs, was the 
ſplendid breaſt-plate, conſiſting of twelve 
ſeveral precious ſtones ſet in gold, inſcrib- 
ed with the names of the twelve tribes 
in their order; placed externally upon 
the {eat of the heart, to keep for ever 
alive, a tender concern about the whole 
Iſrael of God, to remind Aaron and his 
ſons for ever, that they were elevated 
to this high ſtation, not for their own 
ſakes merely, but to be a public benefit. 
It aimed at producing a moſt important 
effect on three different ſorts of perſons, 
and was well calculated for this purpole. 
It preſented unto God, according to h1s 
own ordinance, a memorial of hs 

covenam 
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covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and LEC T. 
acob, and their ſeed after them. It wv 


taught the high prieſt to conſider the 
cale of the people as his own, to 
regard them with impartial, undivided 
alfection, to be watchfully attentive to 
their temporal, but eſpecially to their 
ſpiritual concerns, to wreſtle and make 
ſupplication in their behalf. It inſpired 
the people with affection and gratitude 
to the man, whole whole life and la- 
bours were devoted to their ſervice, 
who watched for their ſouls, who had 
renounced an earthly portion among his 
brethren, and all the gainful walks of 
life, to be ſubſervient to their beſt in- 
tereſts. It formed a moſt endearing 
bond of union between them who were 
adminiſtred unto, and them who mini- 
ſtred. It formed a moſt endearing bond 
of union among the tribes themſelves. 
Twelve gems of various complexions, 
ſet in two different frames, compoſed 
nevertheleſs but one breaſt-plate; ſo 
twelve tribes conſtituted but one con- 


gregation, one church, one Iſrael. The 
| loſs 
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loſs of any one muſt have marred and 
deſtroyed the whole; tended to diminiſh 
its luſtre, to impair 1ts ſtrength. It 
taught them to love as brethren, the 
children of one father, the worſhippers 
of one God. It inſpired confidence in 
the care and protection of that God. 
They ſaw their repreſentative bearing 
upon his heart into the holy place, 
their names and their condition. They 
had the conſolation of reflecting that 
their memorial would aſcend to heaven, 
with the ſweet perfume of that incenſe, 


which he daily burned upon the golden 


altar. And the whole looked forward 
to the day, to the office, to the perſon, 
to the work of Him, of whom, and of 
whoſe body, the church, Iſaiah thus 
ſpeaks in prophetic viſion: © But Zion 
* ſaid, the Lord hath forſaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a 
* woman forget her ſucking child, that 
* ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 
* ſon of her womb? yea, they may for- 
* get, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, 
I have graven thee upon the palms of 
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* my hands; thy walls are continually 


LECT, 
X. 


before me: æ and who thus ſpeaks f. 


himſelf: © Thoſe that thou gaveſt me 


„ have kept. Holy Father, keep 


through thine own name thoſe whom 
© thou haſt given me, that they may be 


one, as thou Father art in me, and I 


in thee; that they alſo may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that 
thou haſt ſent me. And the glory 
* which thou gaveſt me I have given 
* them; that they may be one, even 
„ag we are one: I in them, and thou 
in me, that they may be made per- 
fett in one, and that the world may 
* know that thou haſt ſent me, and 
* haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved 


eme. Father, I will that they alſo 


* whom thou haſt given me, be with 


| © me where I am; that they may be- 
| © hold my glory which thou haſt given 


* me: for thou lovedſt me before the 


| © foundation of the world;”+ and of 


* Iſaiah xlix. 14—10. 
+ John xvii. 12, 11, 2I—24, 


whom 
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whom the apoſtle thus ſpeaks, © Who 
* ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
«* God's elett? It is God that juſtifieth: 
«* who is he that condemneth? It 1; 
« Chriſt that died, yea, rather that i; 
* riſen again, who 1s even at the right 
«© hand of God, who alſo maketh inter. 
e ceſſion for us.“ Hence Chriſtians 
are united in ſtill dearer bonds, animat- 
ed with ſuperior confidence, ſecured by 
a firmer and more durable covenant, 
Hence Chriſtian miniſters are encouraged 
with greater boldneſs, with more ardent 
importunity, with more aſſured hope of 
ſucceſs, to draw nigh to the throne of 
grace, as for themſelves, ſo for ſinful 
and wretched creatures of every de- 


ſcription. 


Under the | goſpel diſpenſation every 


hour is the hour of incenſe, every be- 


liever a miniſter of the ſanctuary, every 
individual, a name engraven upon the 


heart of the great Apoſtle and High 


. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
« Praelt 
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« Prieft of our profeſſion, and recorded 
in © the Lamb's book of life, among 
the living in Jeruſalem.” 


The other particulars of Aaron's 
official dreſs, we ſhall not now ſtop to 
commemorate; partly, becauſe we-have 
not a diſtin& idea of them, and partly, 
becauſe through ſuch a thick cloud as 
time, change of manners, and the general 
diſuſe of the ſacred language have inter- 
poſed, it is difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to diſcover their meaning and import, 
with reference to the evangelical diſ- 
penſation; in which great part of the 
beauty, excellency and uſefulneſs of the 
Moſaic economy conſiſts. 


The ceremonies of Aarons inaugur— 
lation, were in a high degree ſolemn 
and auguſt, They were performed by 
| Moſes himſelf, in the moſt public man- 
ner. Aaron and his ſons were conduct- 
ed to the door of the tabernacle of the 


lie aſſembly called for the purpoſe; 


a»; 
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| congregation, in the preſence of a pub- 
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wereſtripped of their uſual garments, and 
waſhed with water. He was then ar. 
rayed in the ſeveral parts of the ſacer. 
dotal habit, in their order. The hoh 
veſſels of the ſanctuary, and all its ſacreq 
utenſils, were then, one after another, 
anointed with the holy oil of conſecrs. 
tion; and, laſt of all, Aaron himſelf 
the living inſtrument of divine worſhip, 
was ſet apart to his momentous charge, 
by a copious ſprinkling of the ſame 
ſacred perfume. That the ſavour of 
this odorous compound mult have been 
extremely grateful] to the ſenſe, is ei 
dent from the lofty terms in which 
David ſpeaks of it, and the ſubject hic 
he illuſtrates by it. Behold, how good 
© and how pleaſant it is for brethren to 
« dwell together in unity! It is like 
the precious ointment upon the head, 
« that ran down upon the beard, even 
& Aaron's beard; that went down to 
« the ſkirts of his garments,”* 


* Pſalm exxxiii. 1, 2. 


The 
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The ſons were then inveſted with their LECT. 
proper habits, and a three-fold ſacrifice _- 
was performed: a bullock for a fin- 
offering; a ram for a þburnt-offering; 
and a ſecond, denominated the ram of 
conſecration. Without going into a 
inute detail; or pretending to explain 
he ſpecific difference, uſe, and end of 
ach, we oblerve in general, that, by 
e ceremony of the impoſition of Aa- 
on's hands and thoſe of his ſons upon 
he head of the victim, a ſolemn wiſh 
as expreſſed, that their guilt might be 
ransferred and imputed to the victim, 
nd its blood accepted as a ranſom for 
eir forfeited lives. Here, then, was the 
nocent ſuffering for the guilty ; the A 
bſtitute, not the criminal himſelf, 
leeding and dying: fo that the very 
rm of their conſecration, taught the 
ceſſity of atonement, and pointed to 
im whom © it pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe, and to put him to grief; and 
who was wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
hons, was bruiſed for our iniquities: 


the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
T 2 him; 


LECT. «„ him; and with his ſtripes we are 
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— © healed.”* 


*% 


The firſt of the three ſacrifices, or the 
ſin- offering, ſeems to have been intended 
as a public and explicit acknowledgment 
of guilt, and the expiation of it. The 
ſecond, that is, the burnt-offering, wa 
the token of the divine favour toward 
them, and of his gracious acceptance of 
their perſons and ſervices: and the third 
the ram of conſecration, part of which 
was eaten by the prieſts in the holy place 
was the ratification of God's covenant 
of peace with them, and the emblem d 
perfect reconciliation and friend{hy; 
ſitting at one common table being the 

moſt expreſs declaration of union and 
good will among men. God was pleaſe 
to exhibit a moſt unequivocal proof d 
his being well pleaſed with the whol 
tranſaction; for when every thing Ws 
arranged according to the form pt 
ſcribed in the mount, fire from tit 


* Iſaiah liii. 5. 
| Lot 


are 
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Lord ſeized and conſumed the burnt- LECT. 
offering on the altar. The ſin-offering vw —- 


Moſes burnt with material fire, without 
the camp; but the ſacred flame from 
heaven laid hold of the ſacrifice of par- 
don and acceptance. In vain do we 
look for the marks of grace and favour 
from above; infenſible muſt we be to 
the genial, penetrating flame of love, 
unleſs our repentings be kindled to- 
gether. When we have been enabled 
to do our duty, then may we warrant- 


ably expect that God will appear for us. 


It does not appear whether this ſtrik- 
ing interpoſition had been previouſly an- 
nounced to the aſſembly, or whether it 
took them by ſuprize.—In either caſe, 
it muſt have made a deep impreſſion on 
the mind of every beholder. Were they 
taught to expect it? With what anxiety 
may we fuppole every eye bent on the 
altar and the ſacrifice, waiting the event- 
ful moment which was to evince that 


God was among them of a truth; but in 


a way which ſhould inſpire reverence as 


13 well 
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well as joy. Did it overtake them un. 
awares? What ſudden conſternation, 


what alarming apprehenſions! The ex. 


preſſion was perfectly natural in either 
caſe; which, when all the people ſay, 
they ſhouted, and fell on their faces.“ 


Thus was the firſt high prieſt of the 
Hebrew nation inducted into his office, 
Thus explicitly were laid down the 
principles, form, deſign, and uſe of the 
moſt ancient civil and religious polity in 


the world. While the firſt beginnings 


of religion and government, in every 
other nation under heaven, lie buried in 
darkneſs, confuſion, and contradiction; 
aided by light from heaven, we can 
trace up to its very ſource, the origin 
of a nation the moſt ſingular in the an- 
nals of mankind; raiſed out of an anci- 
ent pair, and “ them as good as dead; 
repeatedly threatened with utter extinc- 
tion, during the firſt ages of their ex- 


iſtence; but miraculouſly preſerved in 


* Leviticus ix. 24. 


the 
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the very jaws of deſtruction: formed for 
conqueſt, eminence, and empire, in a 
deſart; raiſed, after many ſtruggles and 
revolutions, to a pitch of aftluence and 
grandeur, unparalleled in hiſtory, and 
declining again as faſt into contempt 
and obſcurity: but, even in contempt 
and obſcurity, ſupported, preſerved, 
fenced on every ſide In captivity, un- 
diſſolved; in the wreck of empire main- 
tained, upheld, reſcued, reſtored! At 
length, we behold them involved in one 
mighty ruin, driven from their capital 
and their country: their temple, the great 
bond of union, razed from the founda- 
tion; and themſelves henceforward ſcat- 
tered among the nations, during a period 
of near two thouſand years. And yet, by 
a ſtrange and unaccountable interference 
of Providence, though hated, deſpiſed, 
and perſecuted of all men, and evidently 
under the diſpleaſure of Heaven, we be- 
hold them preſerved from total annihila- 
tion and oblivion; kept diſlintt from all 
men; as much a ſeparate people, as in 
the zenith of their glory, under the 
T 4 reign 
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LECT- reign of David and Solomon; the ſub. 
3 jects, perhaps, of a revolution greater 
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and more 1mportant than any they have 
already undergone: reſerved, it may 
be, to be the laſt grand trophy of the 
Redeemer's triumph, the concluding 
evidence of the truth of Chriſtianity, 
the final monument of the riches of 
free, ſovereign grace !—And need we 
aſk, who conducted all thefe move. 
ments, whoſe pleaſure was fulfilled by 
all theſe events, whoſe glory ſhines in 
all theſe ſucceſſive changes, in all thele 
opening proſpects? A voice from hea. 
ven replies, © I the Lord, wonderful in 
* counſel, and excellent in working; 
* wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength, 
* I fee the end from the beginning; my 


© counſ@t ſhall Rand.” 


—When this great myſtery ſhall be 
finiſhed, the mighty chain extended, 
the connection and dependence of link 
upon link diſcerned, hell ſhall be con- 
founded, the inhabitants of the world 
angels rejoice, and the 


praiſe 


aſtoniſhed, 


pr 
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praiſe of God aſcend from every “ 1 7 . 
tongue. CEL 


The ſolemn ſervice being over, we 
may ſuppoſe Aaron and his family retir- 
ing with the complacency of good minds, 
rejoicing in the honour put upon them, 
in the eyes of all Iſrael; in the proſpett of 
a dignity higher than the pomp of kings, 
which was about to deſcend to their lateſt 
poſterity: and, above all, in that open 
declaration of the divine approbation, 
the celeſtial fire that conſumed the fat 
of their ſacrifice. But, alas! what con- 
dition of humanity admits of certain, 1 
unmixed, or laſting felicity? That 1 
uſeful, neceſſary, awful element, which | 
| fignally interpoſed to declare the choice i; 
| of Heaven, ſpeedily interpoſes to puniſh 
| and to afflict that choſen family, and to 
| ſerve as a warning for ever, that © God 
* will be ſanctiſied in all them that draw 
* mgh to him.“ 


| The remaining incidents of the high 
prieſt's life, which we have on record, 
are 


X. 
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are but few in number, but they are 


Wa inftruttive, and intereſting, as we hope 


to make appear, if God ſhall be pleaſed 
to indulge us with another opportunity 


of this kind. 


In reviewing the fubjett, we obſerve 
what it is that conſtitutes the perfect 
character of a prieſt of the Moſt High 
God ;—Holmeſs to the Lord on the fore. 
head; uppermoſt, overlooking all, di- 
recting all; and Iſrael reſting upon the 
heart. 


The miniſters of religion are, by their 
office and ftation, perpetually admo- 
niſhed to ſhun every appearance of what 
is means ſelhſh or ungenerous, They 
are appointed of God to aid, inſtruct 


and comfort their fellow-creatures ; to 
promote their beſt intereſts; to cheriſh 


in them the beſt and nobleſt principle: 
of their nature: and they are urged to 


perform this, by the. higheſt conſidera 
tions which the human mind can ſeel. 
What- 
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ſervice are the ſame. They ſtand as 
mediators between God and men. They 


frmities, the wants, the diſtreſſes, the 
forrows, the joys of the people; and 
carry them with ſympathy and affection 
to the throne of grace: and they return 
from thence bringing on their lips the 
hq anſwer of peace.” They loſe themſelves 
in labours of love; they ſink every un- 
worthy aim, every low purſuit in ſeek- 
Ing the glory of God, and the proſperity 
| of the Iſrael of God. The miniſter who 
underſtands, feels and performs his duty, 
is one of the moſt exalted of beings. 


Aaron and his ſons were conſecrated 
to the ſervice of God, and of the con- 
gregation, by the ſprinkling of blood ap- 
plied to the ear, the hand, the foot. 
Thus their whole faculties were claimed 
by their great Author, and were thus 
devoted to him: and the ſymbol of a- 


tonement 


Whatever be the diſpenſation, the ſpirit TN T. 
of the office and the nature of the 


bear on their hearts the names, the im- 
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LECT. tonement became the ſeal of their dedi. 
— cation. And thus every Chriſtian be. 
comes a prieſt unto the Moſt High God, 
redeemed by blood, ſet apart by the 
waſhing of regeneration and the reney. 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt. ©* Waſh me, 
„Lord, and I ſhall be clean, ſprinkle me 
and I ſhall be whiter than fnow:” © Not 
© my feet only, but alſo my hands and 
my head.” © Unto him that loved us, 
«* and waſhed us from our fins in his 
„On blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God and his Father; 
„to him be glory and dominion for 

„ever and ever. Amen.'® 


« Every high prieſt taken from among 
* men, is ordained for men in things 
« pertaming to God, that h it 

pertaining to God, that he may offer 
* both gifts and ſacrifices for ſins; who 
| © can have compaſſion on the ignorant, 
* and on them that are out of the way; 
for that he himſelf allo is compaſled 


* Rev. i. 5, 6. 


46 with 
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« with infirmity:** but if perfection LECT- 
* were by the Levitical prieſthood, (for 


under it the people received the 
* law) what further need was there, 
that another prieſt ſhould riſe after 
the order of Melchiſedec, and not 
* be called after the order of Aa- 
„ron?“ © But Chriſt being come an 
high pneſt of good things to come, 
* by a greater and more perfect ta- 
« bernacle, not made with hands, that 
is to ſay, not of this building; nei- 
* ther by the blood of goats and 
* calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption 
for us. For if the blood of bulls 
* and of goats, and the aſhes of an 


* heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſancti- 


* fieth to the purifying of the fleſh; 


* how much more {hall the blood of 


* Chriſt, who, through the eternal 
* Spirit, offered himſelf without ſpot 


*. Heb. v. 1, 2. 
t Heb. vii. 11. 
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LECT. «to God, purge your conſcience from 


3 © dead works to ſerve the living God?“ a 


46 * 
6 9 


The fire once kindled ſupernatur— 
ally by the celeſtial flame, was to be 
kept alive by human care and atten- 
tion. Miraculous interpoſitions of 
Providence, are not to be expetted, 
as an indulgence to careleſſneſs and 
ſloth. He only who diligently ex- 
erciles the powers which God has 
given him, who employs the means 
which Providence has furniſhed and 
which conſcience approves, can with 
confidence look up to heaven, and 
rejoice in hope of divine aſſiſtance. 
Would you that the facred flame of 
devotion, of charity, ſhould live in 
your heart, ſhould glow upon your 
tongue, reſort daily to the altar of 
God, and preſerve its activity by “a 
live coal” from thence. Then your 
face ſhall ſhine, then your lips ſhall 
overflow with the law of kindnels, 


* Heb. ix. I11=—14. 


then 
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then your hand ſhall open to the LEC 1 


ſons of want, then you ſhall © rejoice 
„with joy unſpeakable and full of 


e glory. 
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JT. K 


NUM B. xx. 23— 29. 


AND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES AND AARON 4 | 
IN MOUNT HOR, BY THE COAST OF THE LAND 8 
OFEDOM, SAYING, AARON SHALL BE GATHER= 
ED UNTO HIS PEOPLE : FOR HE SHALL NOT 
ENTER INTO THE LAND WHICH IHAVEGIVEN 
UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE 
YE REBELLED AGAINST MY WORD AT THE 4 i 
WATER OF MERIBAH. TAKE AARON AND | 
ELEAZAR HIS SON, AND BRING THEM UP UNTO 1 
MOUNT HoR: AND STRIP AARON OF HIS GAR- 
MENTS, AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS 
soN: AND AARON SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO 
HIS PEOPLE, AND SHALL DIE THERE, AND 1 
MOSES DID AS THE LORD COMMANDED: Ax p 14 
THEY WENT UP INTO MOUNT HOR, IN THE 
SIGHT OF ALL THE CONGREGATION. AND 1 
MOSES STRIPPED AARON OF HIS GARMENTS, _ 
AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS SON; AND 

AARON 


— — - 
—— — 
— 


Vor. IV. 7 oy 


290 HISTORY OF AARON. 


AARON DIED THERE IN THE TOP OF Th: 
MOUNT. AND MOSES AND ELEAZAR CAME DOWY 
FROM THE MOUNT. AND WHEN ALL THE CON. 
GREGATION SAW THAT AARON WAS pra 
THEY MOURNED FOR AARON THIRTY Days, 


EVEN ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 
V E RE it not that life and im- 
mortality have been brought to 
light by the goſpel, human life muſt ap- 
pear in the eye of ſober reaſon, a trifling 
ſcene of vanity and impertinence, 
Wherefore drops that babe into the 
grave as ſoon as he is born? Why was 
the wretched mother torn with anguiſh 
to bring him into the world? Was it 
only to be torn with more cruel anguilh, 
to behold him prematurely ſnatched out 
of it again? Why 1s that old offender 
permitted to live, a burden upon the 


earth, the deriſion, hatred, and ſcorn 
of mankind? Why does that minion 


fret and ſtrut his hour upon the ſtage, 


arrayed in the glitter of royalty? Where. 
fore ſtrides that barbarian from conqueſi 
to conqueſt, from continent to continent? 


Why pines modeſt worth in indigence and 


obſcurity, 


e 


V 
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obſcurity, and wherefore, at length, 


periſhes it on a dunghill? Theſe, and 


a thouſand ſuch queſhons that might be 
aſked, the doctrine of immortality and of 


a judgment to come, reſolves in a mo- 


ment. We know but in part, we ſee 


*in a glaſs darkly.” What the great 


Lord of nature, providence and grace 
doth, we know not now, but we ſhall 
know hereafter. 


The brevity and extenſion of life; dif- 
ference of rank, talent, office and con- 
dition, variety of fortune and ſucceſs, 
acquire an importance not their own, 
by their influence en character and 
moral conduct, by the changes which 
they produce on the ſoul of a man, by 
their reaching forward into eternity, 
and by producing effects which no 
length of duration can ever alter. 


Men die, offices paſs from hand to 
hand, diſpenſations change: but the pur- 
poles of Heavenare permanent, the plans 
of Providence are ever going forward, 

| Us and 
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and while one generation of men re. 
moves to that world of ſpirits from 
whence no traveller returns, another 
riſes up to contemplate the wonders of 
that which now 1s, and to carry on the 
buſinels of 1t. Hence wiſe and good 
men become not only concerned about 
their own future and eternal happineſs, 
but about the proſperity and happinels 
of the world, after they have ceaſed to 
ſee and enjoy it. Hence they cheerfully 
engage in ſchemes which they cannot 
live to execute, and juſtly ſoothe their 
ſouls to peace, in the proſpett of a kind 
of immortality upon earth. Hence 
among the other motives to excel in 
goodneſs, this has a pleaſing and a 
powerful influence, © the righteous ſhall 
„be had in everlaſting remembrance, 


% while the memory of the wicked ſhall 


© rot,” 


It 1s as difficult to make the prope! 
eſtimate of death as of life. Death is an 
undoubted mark of the divine diſpleaſure 
againſt fin, and is inflicted as a punilh- 
ment upon the guilty, But, like all the 

5 | puniſh- 
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puniſhments of Heaven, it is upon the 
whole, and in the iſſue, an unſpeak- 
able benefit to good men. The juſt 
eſtimate of death, then, muſt depend 
upon what we are, and upon the 
conſequent change which death ſhall 
produce in our internal character, or 
outward condition. It 1s a light evil 
to be ſtripped of prieſtly robes, the 
work of man's hands; and to return 
naked into the earth as we came from 
it; it is a light thing to feel the earth- 
ly houſe of this tabernacle diſſolving, 
and the head which wore the mitre 
or the crown ſinking into the duſt; 
while: the promiſe of Him who is faith- 
tul and true, rears for us, “a building 
* of God, an houſe not made with hands, 
* eternal in the heavens;”* while the 
eye of faith contemplates that © crown 
* of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
* righteous Judge ſhall give at that 
day: and not to one only, but unto 


* all them alſo that love his appearing, 


* 3 Cor. v. 1. 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 8. 


U 3 allured 
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aſſured that to be abſent from the 
* body is to be preſent with the Lord,” 


If ever there was an enviable domeſtic 
ſituation, 1t was that of Aaron elevated 
to the prieſthood. Think of the honeſt 
pride of honourable alliance: and who 
would not have been proud of ſuch a 
brother as Moles? Reflect on an office 
of the higheſt dignity and reſpe&t, pro- 
cured not by cabal and intrigue, but be- 
ſtowed by the voluntary appointment of 
Him who 1s the ſource of all honour. 
A ſuitable proviſion likewiſe made for 
the ſupport of that dignity, and an exter- 
nal habit annexed to it, that could not 
fail to attract notice and reverence. The 
facred office was entailed upon him and 
his family for ever, and that family 
built up by four hopeful ſons, his co- 
adjutors and ſucceſſors: and, to crown 
the whole, theſe pleaſing, flattering 
circumſtances were crowned with an 
open, unequivocal, indubitable mark of 
the divine approbation. The fire of 
heaven caught hold of their þurnt-offer- 

ing 
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ing, and kindled a flame never to be LFCT. 
quenched. But alas, how ſhort-lived 
was this tranquility! The ſons of Aaron 1 
are hardly conſecrated to their office, | 
when the two eldeſt profane and diſgrace 
it, Celeſtial fire has ſcarcely proclaim- 
ed the favour and acceptance of God, 
when with unhallowed fire, which he 
commanded not, they defile his altar 
and his ſervice; and thereby call down 
a ſecond time fire from above, to avenge 
a holy and righteous God, as before to 
diſplay the grace of Him who is good 
and merciful, The notoriety of the late 
tranſactions, the ſacredneſs of their 
character, and the diſtinguiſhed regard of 
Heaven expreſſed toward them, greatly 
enhance the atrociouſneſs of their guilt, " 
and juſtify the ſeverity of their puniſh- 1 


ment. 


This tragical event is thus recorded by 
Moſes, whoſe method it is neither to ex- 
tenuate, nor to ſet down aught in malice, 
And Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of 
2 Aaron, took either of them his cenſer, 


U 4 * and 
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LECT. „ and put fire therein, and put incenſe 
— * thereon, and offered ſtrange fire before 
© the Lord, which he commanded them 
* not. And there went out fire from 
te the Lord, and devoured them, and 
« they died before the Lord.”* The 
words are few, but they convey a full 
and diſtinct idea of the guilt of the 
parties; though by attending to the 
context, we {hall have reaſon to conclude 
their crime was of a very complex na- 
ture. And ſurely it could be no com- 
mon tranſgreſſion which drew down a 
judgment fo dreadful. Biſhop Patrick 
is of opinion that Nadab and Abihu had 
rendered themfelves incapable of doing 
their duty by intemperance; that they 
indulged in the delicacies of the ſacrifice 
to a crimmal excels, till they were m- 
capable of putting a difference between 
holy and unholy, and between clean 
and unclean. This conjecture is found- 
ed upon the injunction which immedia- 
tely follows the narration of this dil- 


Lev. x. 1 2. 


mal 
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mal ſtory in the ninth and tenth verſes. 
« Do not drink wine nor ſtrong drink, 
thou nor thy ſons with thee, when ye 
go into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion; leſt ye die: It ſhall be a ſtatute 
for ever, throughout your genera- 
tions; and that ye may put difference 
between holy and unholy, and be- 
e tween unclean and clean,” If there 
be truth in this conjecture, it is a melan- 
choly proof, that the beſt things are 
moſt liable to abuſe, that the brutal 
part of our nature 1s ever ready to 
run away with the rational: that as 
God is continually employing himſelf 
in bringing good out of evil, ſo men 
are for ever perverſely employing them- 
ſelves in bringing evil out of good. 


| 


Others have charged upon theſe twa 
ſons of Aaron, the criminality of attempt- 
ing to enter the moſt holy place, which 
was not permitted but to the high prieſt, 
and that only at certain ſtated times. 
This charge is eſtabliſhed in the follow- 
ing manner. In the paſſage we have 

quoted, 


Ps Ew — 
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covery of their crime, nor to account 


298 HISTORY OF AARON. 


quoted, it is ſaid, that it was before the 
Lord that Nadab and Abihu offered in. 
cenſe with ſtrange fire. Upon compar. 
ing this with what 1s recorded in the 
ſixteenth chapter in the firſt and ſecond 


verſes, where Moſes recapitulates this 
ſad event, we find it added, The Lord 


 * faid unto Moſes, ſpeak unto Aaron 


* thy brother, that he come not at all 
times into the holy place, within the 
« veil before the mercy ſeat, which is 
* upon the ark; that he die not: for! 
„will appear in the cloud upon the 
© mercy-ſeat.” Hence it has been in- 
ferred that the two young men, un- 
called, unauthoriſed, preſumed to enter 
that auguſt department of the taberna- 
cle, aſſuming to themſelves privileges 
that belonged only to the ſupreme prieſt- 
hood, which in their father's life time it 
was unlawful to intermeddle with, and 
which even he himſelf durſt not at all 
times exerciſe, But though neither of 
theſe ſuppoſitions be improbable, we 
have no occaſion to go ſo far for a dil- 


fo; 
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for the ſeverity with which it was pu- 
niſhed. The fin of Nadab and Abihu 
conſiſted ſimply in this, they burnt in- 


cenſe with ſtrange fire. Now the mean- * 


ing of this expreſſion, we ſhall be able 
eaſily to collect by comparing together 
a few paſſages that have an obvious con- 
nection, and ſerve to illuſtrate and ex- 
plain each other. Firſt, in Leviticus 
chapter the ninth, verſe twenty-fourth, 
it is ſand that © fire from the Lord,” 
that is, either fire immediately deſcend- 
ing from heaven, or iſſuing out of the 
cloud that covered the tabernacle, con- 
ſumed the firſt victims which Aaron of- 
fered for a burnt offering. Again, — 
This ſacred fire, once miraculouſly 
kindled, was by a ſpecial ordinance, to 
be kept for ever alive; as we read, Le- 
viticus chapter the ſixth, verſes twelfth 
and thirteenth. Thus the vigilance, 
attention and care of man, was to pre- 
ſerve and continue what Providence 
had begun. By another ordinance it 
was enjoined, that the incenſe to be of- 
tered on the day of atonement, ſhould 

be 
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L DET be kindled by a portion of | that perpe- 
— taal fire. This we read in Leviticus 


chapter the ſixteenth, verſes eleventh, 
twelfth and thirteenth. This then was 
the fire which the Lord commanded to 
be uſed; and of courſe, every other 
kind of fire, however produced, and 
though in all other reſpetts adequate to 
the purpoſe, was unlawful, forbidden 
or range. This accordingly conſti- 
tuted the guilt, they took upon them to 
kindle the incenſe, which their office 
obliged them to burn every evening and 
morning, with a fire different from that 
which burnt continually on the altar of 
burnt offering: every other being ſtrange 
fire, which the Lord commanded not, 
Now 1t was certainly fit and neceſſary 
that ſuch a crime ſhould be puniſhed in 
the moſt exemplary manner, The 
ſanctity of the whole inſtitution was 


over at once, if the miniſters of it might 


with impunity, in the very ſetting out, 
preſume to diſpenſe with its moſt auguſt 
ceremomes. The rank and ſtation oi 


the offenders, was a high aggravation ol 


their 


— — 
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their offence. It was their duty to have 
ſet an example of ſcrupulous regard to 


been admitted to more intimate com- 
munion with God than others; had ſeen 
more of the terrours of his power, more 
of the wonders of his grace. Unhappy 


an error ſo fatal? Ignorance it could 
not be, the voice of the law was yet 
ſounding in their ears, Dated they to 
be careleſs in any thing that related to 
the ſervice of a holy God? They had 
ſeen the exactneſs of their pious uncle, 
in forming every thing according to the 
pattern ſhewed him in the mount. Was 
it indeed a wilful and deliberate viola- 
tion of the law? I fear, I fear it was; 


unhallowed fire of their own kindling, 
was quickly abſorbed in a hotter flame: 
* they died before the Lord; for there 
*went out fire from the Lord, and 
* devoured them.“ Neither their ſacred 


* Lev. x. 2. 
character, 
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men! how had they begn betrayed into 


and dreadful was the expiation. The 


the known will of God, They had 
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LECT. character, the ſacredneſs of the place, 
por the ſacredneſs of the employment, 
can protect them from the keen itroke of 
avenging juſtice. © Let us have grace, 
* whereby we may ſerve God accept. 
* ably, with reverence and godly fear: 
* for our God is a conſuming fire.“ 
Unhappy father! what were now thy 
feelings; bereaved in one ſad day of 
half thy children, of thy firſt, thy dar. 
ling hopes: to behold them thus im- 
maturely cut off, taken away in anger! 
The bitterneſs of death 1s not relieved by 
one conſolatory circumſtance. What is 
the loſs of children in infancy, and fall. 
ing by the ſtroke of nature, compared 
to this? To heighten the old man's 
affliction, he is expreſsly forbidden to 
mourn, or to aſſiſt in the laſt ſad offices 
of humanity towards his deceaſed ſons. 
Behold him in mute dejection and dil- 
treſs, miniſtring in the duties of his 
charge, attentive to the calls of the 
living, leaving to others the care of 


1 * Heb. xii. 28, 29. 
_ burying 
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burying the dead. How ſeverely muſt L EC T. 
his own offences now have been brought wv 


to his remembrance! He had been 
guilty of a crime of equal or greater 
magnitude; he had led the way in 1dol- 
atry, and preſided in the worſhip of a 
thing of his own fabrication; but juſtice 
{ſuffered him to live, to live to ſee his 
own ſons dying for a crime ſimilar to his 
own. Alas, what 1s prolonged life, but 
lengthened anguiſh! 


As the giving of the law was fenced 
round with fire, and the ſanctity of the 
tabernacle worihip, guarded by a flam- 
ing ſword, ſo the meeker, gentler inſti- 
tution of the goſpel, fortified its firſt 
beginnings by executing judgment on 
preſumptuous ſinners. Severity 1s the 
ſoul of a law, eſpecially when it is noti- 
hed to thoſe who are obliged to ſubmit 


to it; indulgence, or the appearance of 


teebleneſs, are of the moſt dangerous 
conſequence, eſpecially in the com- 
mencement of a new conſtitution. One 
of the heralds of the Saviour of mankind, 
began his miniſtry by a clap of thunder; 
| the 
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the firſt rays he ſhot from his eyes were 
mortal, and the ſudden death of two 
falſe and perfidious diſciples was the 
ſeal of his apoſtleſhip.“ The ſecond 
coming of the Lord himſelf is to be 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that 
* obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
+ Chriſt. ”+ 


Aaron had now arrived at an advanced 
period of life, and at the poſſeſſion of an 
office and rank in life, which rendered 
him an object of envy to ſome, and of 
veneration to others. He had oftener 
than once been corrected by his own 
folly, and he was © the man who had 
* ſeen affliction by the rod of God's an- 
* ger ;” but neither the fire of calamity, 
nor the froſt of age; neither the counſels 
ol experience, nor the ſanctity of office, 
have been able to ſubdue indwelling 
corruption; for we immediately find 


* Ads v. 
1 Theft. 1.9. 
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him in a plot, with Miriam his ſiſter, to 
diturb the peace, diminiſh the reſpett, 
and diſtreſs the government of their bro- 
ther Moſes. Their pretence was his 
marriage with an © Ethiopian woman ;” 
an event which had taken place forty 
years before; an union which had no 
immorality in it; which tranſgreſſed no 
law, for the law was not then given; 
and againſt which God himſelf had not 
expreſſed any diſpleaſure; but had 
crowned 1t with the bleſſing of children, 


who were juſtly admitted to rank in 
Iſrael. 


The real cauſe was their envy of the 
pre-eminence, which their younger bro- 
ther had obtained over them 1n all 
things, civil and ſacred. For this, in 
ſpite of all their art, breaks out in the 
malicious whiſpers which they ſcatter 
abroad to blacken their brother's reputa- 
ton. © Hath the Lord indeed ſpoken 
*only by Moſes? Hath he not ſpoken 
*allo by us?” If Moſes indeed erred 


* Numb. Xii. 2. 
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ſeverely ſmarted for it; for being in. 
duced, by an improper compliance with 
her humour, to negle& the circumciſion 
of his ſon, he had nearly paid the forfeit 
of that neglect with his life, by the hand 
of God himſelf; and now his good name 
is bleeding on Zipporah's account, by 
the invenomed tongues of his own bro. 
ther and ſiſter; and Who can ſtand 
* before envy?” Who can think to 
eſcape, if Moſes remain not unhun? 
This attack upon his fame and comfort, 
gives Moſes occaſion to deliver his own 
eulogium ; and I beheve it juſt, for he 
gives it with that lovely ſimplicity, 
which characteriſes all that he relates of 
himſelf or of others. © Now the man 
* Moſes was very meek, above all the 
* men which were upon the face of the 
earth.“ He either had not heard the 
ſcandalous ſpeeches which were pro- 
pagated to his diſadvantage by Aaron 
and Miriam; or he pitied and neglected 


* Numb. Xii. 3 


them. 
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mem. Who knows what length the 
miſchief might have gone, had it not 
been heard, and avenged by the Protec- 
tor of injured innocence. “ The Lord 
heard it.” Let the ſlanderer hear this 
and tremble. 


The two brothers and their ſiſter are 
now ſummoned to preſent themſelves 
together at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the glory of 
the Lord appears: and a voice from 
that glory pronounces aloud and at full 
length, the praiſe of the man who had 
ſpoken ſo modeſtly of himſelf, and who 
had been ſo wickedly maligned by his 
own neareſt relations. And he ſaid, 
* hear now my words: if there be a 
* prophet among you, I the Lord will 
* make mylelf known unto him in a 
„ viſion, and will ſpeak unto him in a 
pro: ©. dream. My ſervant Moſes is not fo, 
aron By © who is faithful in all mine houſe. 
„With him will I ſpeak mouth to mouth, 
"even apparently, and not in dark 
* ſpeeches; and the fimilitude of the 

X 2 * Lord 


LECT, 
XI. 
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L 3 T. „ Lord ſhall he behold: wherefore then 
—— * were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my 
* ſervant Moſes?”* In many reſpetis 
Moſes was “the figure of him who was 
* to come,” and in both were peculiarly 
verified the words of Chriſt, © a mans 
* foes ſhall be they of his own houſe,” 
and, © a prophet is not without honour, 
“ ſave in his own country, and in his 
* own houſe.”F—With God to reſent is 
to avenge; having reproved the tranl. 
greſſors he withdraws in anger, and lo, 
the puniſhment is already inflicted, 
*The cloud departed from off the taber- 
* nacle, and behold, Miriam became 
* leprous, white as ſnow: and Aaron 
looked upon Miriam, and behold ſhe 
* was leprous.”} A ſhocking example 
of divine diſpleaſure againſt one of the 
moſt odious of crimes. My fair hearers, 
let me whiſper an advice in your ears. | 
am no common-place declaimer againſt 
8 your ſex, I honour it, and I wiſh to im- 
4 prove it; you muſt hear me with the 
| 1 | __ _* Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. 
J 1 | t Mat. xiii. 57. 
| „ + Numb. xii. 10. 


greater 
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greater attention, and mark what I ſay. LE 8 T. 
| You lie under a general imputation, re. 1 
ſpecting the vices of the tongue; but ge- | [ 
neral imputations, are for the moſt part, F 
ill founded. I do not mean, however, 
to inſinuate that you are totally innocent, 
; or more ſo than the other ſex: for your 
affections are eager, and what the heart 
feels, by the eyes or the tongue, you 
5 will expreſs; and that expreſſion is ſome- 
„ WT times too ſtrong for either piety or pru- 
dence, I mean to caution you, at pre- 
ſent, on a particular fault of the tongue, 
which affects my own profeſſion, which 
1 is far from being foreign to the ſubject, 
* and on which, I deem myſelf both 
* qualified and entitled to adviſe you. 


Women, among other favourite objects, 

le 8 of ] 

he have their favourite ſyſtems of religion, 
rs and their favourite preachers; Ja | 


| following the impulſe of an honeſt affec- Li 
aſt ton, they are for eſtabliſhing their ol 
n- {W favourite object on the ruins of every 
the competitor. What is the conſequence? 

In the event of difference of opinion, or 
of attachment, one man is unmercifully, 
* 73. unrelent- 


iter 


* 
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LECT. unrelentingly run down; and another 
S—— is with equal want of reaſon, magnified 
and exalted. Women, young women, 

good young women, think they are 

only yielding to the impulſe of a pious 
affection, when they applaud or cenſure 

this or the other public character. But 

what are they doing indeed? Blowing 

up one poor vain idol of ſtraw into ſelf. 

| conſequence and importance; and piere- 
| ing through, on the other hand, an 
4 honeſt heart with anguiſh unutterable; 
perhaps robbing a worthy, happy family 
of its bread, or, what 1s more, of its 
peace and comfort, I am no ſtranger 
to what is by ſome termed religious con- 
verſation; and I am ſeriouſly concerned 
about the topics of it. It generally turns 
upon perſons, not things. Now, it 
ought to be juſt the reverſe. Perſons 
always miſlead us, for no one is wholly 
impartial: but truth is eternal and un- 
changeable. Apply then the teſt; Does 
the converſation dwell upon this man 
or his neighbour, his rival or his enemy, 
check it, away with it, what have the 
intereſt; 
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intereſts of piety to do in the caſe? Had LECT: 
he never been born, the foundation of 
„God“ would have ſtood as it does, 

without his feeble aid. Call no man 

maſter in ſacred things, but Chriſt; and 

take care that you meaſure neither ortho- 

doxy, ſenſe, nor virtue by the imperfect, 
fluctuating ſtandard of your own caprice, 
affection or underſtanding. Were ſimilar 
puniſhment inſtantly to follow the vices 

of the tongue, as 1n the caſe of Miriam, 
I ſhudder to think how many a fair face 13 
now lovely to the ſight, muſt by to-mor- || 
row morning ſtand in need of a veil; but ; 
not for the ſame reaſon that the face of | 
Moſes did on his deſcending from the 
mount, to temper its luſtre; but to ſhroud 
its lothſomeneſs and deformity. Conſider 
what hath been ſaid, and © ſet a watch 
* on the door of your lips,” and * keep 

the heart with all diligence,” 


X 4 LECTURE 
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CTT 


NUM B. xx. 23—29. 


AND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES AND AARON 
IN MOUNT HOR, BY THE COAST OF THE LAND 
OFEDOM, SAYING, AARON SHALL BE GATHER= 
ED UNTO HIS PEOPLE: FOR HE SHALL NOT 
ENTER INTO THE LAND WHICH IHAVE GIVEN 
UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE 
YE REBELLED AGAINST MY WORD AT THE 
WATER OF MERIBAH. TAKE AARON AND 
ELEAZAR HIS SON, AND BRING THEM UP UNTO 
MOUNT HOR: AND STRIP AARON OF HIS GAR=- 
MENTS, AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS 
SON: AND AARON SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO 
HIS PEOPLE, AND SHALL DIE THERE. AND 
MOSES DID AS THE LORD COMMANDED: AND 
THEY WENT UP INTO MOUNT HOR, IN THE 
SIGHT OF ALL THE CONGREGATION. AND 
MOSES STRIPPED AARON OF HIS GARMENTS, 
AND PUT THEM UPON ELEAZAR HIS SON; AND 


AARON 
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AARON DIED THERE IN THE TOP OF Typ 
MOUNT. AND MOSES AND ELEAZARCAME DOWN 
FROM THE MOUNT. AND WHEN ALL THE CON. 
GREGATION SAW THAT AARON WAS DEAD 
THEY MOURNED FOR AARON THIRTY DAYS, 
EVEN ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 


HE love of life is one of the moſt 

uſeful and important principles 
implanted in human nature; and death, 
the neceſſary end of all men, is an event, 
mercifully and in wiſdom hid from our 
eyes, Hoping that we may live till to- 
morrow, we feel ourſelves impelled to 
exert ourſelves to-day, to make ſome 
proviſion for it. Not knowing the time 


of their death, men are engaged to act 


as if they were immortal. And though 
no wile man would * wiſh to live al- 
« ways, or can deem it poſſible, yet the 
preciſe period never comes, when we 
find ourſelves ſo entirely unoccupied 
with temporal proſpetts or purſuits, fo 
totally mortified to the world, as to be 
diſpoſed with cheerfulneſs to leave it. 
Hence the buſineſs of the world goes on, 


which 
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which would otherwiſe ſtand ſtill; and L 
that God of whoſe years there can be wy 


no end, is carrying on deſigns of ever- 
laſting moment, by frail and ſhort-lived 
inſtruments. This man makes a few 
feeble, dying efforts, and expires. 
Another comes after him, takes up the 
inſtrument which his fellow had laid 
down, makes his ſtroke or two, and 
expires likewiſe, and yet by means of 
efforts ſo weak, ſo interrupted, and ſelf- 
deſtroying, the purpoſes of Heaven pro- 
ceed, the building of God riſes; every 
loſs is inſtantly repaired, every defect 
ſupplied, and no chaſm in the chain of 
Providence 1s permitted to take place. 
Hence men are dignified with the title 
of fellow-workers with God, and the 
periſhing attempts of periſhing crea- 
tures are employed in maturing the 
plans of infinite wiſdom, and are ho- 
noured by the acceptance, and appro- 
bation of Him who © worketh all things 
* after the counſel of his own will.” 
What a motive to diligence, exertion 
and perſeverance? 

cc I paint 
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«I, paint for eternity, replied the 
great artiſt of antiquity, when repre. 
hended for an over curious, painful and 
laborious attention, to the more nice and 
delicate touches of his favourite pieces. 
What a leſſon of encouragement, admo- 


nition and reproof to Chriſtians! They 


are indeed acting for eternity; not, like 
the painter, purſuing the empty bubble 
reputation, but aiming at the end of 
their faith, even the ſalvation of their 
* ſouls.” They are ſtriving continually 
to bring a new tribute of praiſe to God, 
and to promote the everlaſting happi- 
neſs of mankind. 


It is truly pitiable to ſee a poor crea- 
ture cleaving to life after the reliſh of it 


is gone, merely from a fond attachment 


to the things of time. It 1s more lamen- 
table ſtill to behold a miſerable wretch 
{hrinking from death, throngh a well 
grounded horrour of its conſequences. 
But to deſire life from a deſire of doing 
good; to be willing to continue in the 


fleſh, for the greater good of the church 


and 


0 
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our love and admiration. That man is 


indeed immortal, the daily language of 


whoſe conduct is, Let me perform at 
© leaſt one good action more. I know 
J am to die, let my tongue then, yet 
* once again ſpeak praiſe to God and 


* inſtruttion to man, before it becomes 


for ever ſilent. Before the cold hand 
* of death freezes up the genial cur- 
* rent at my heart, let it pour out the 
* gentle ſtream of kindnels, ſympathy 
* and love. While this arm 1s able as 
yet to extend itſelf, and this hand to 
expand, let it be extended to protect 
the oppreſſed, to ſupport the weak; 
* let it be expanded to feed the hungry, 
to clothe the naked, to relieve the 
* miſerable. Ere my eyes cloſe, to open 


* no more, let ſome one of the won- 


* derful things of God again paſs 


through them, to revive my drooping 


* ſpirits, to cheer and elevate my ſink- 
* ing ſoul; and before I diveſt myſelf 
5 of my robes of office, never to reſume 

* them, 


and of the world, argues a great, a LE CT. 
noble and diſintereſted ſpirit ; it excite 
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JUST: © them, let me humbly endeavour to 
—— * miniſter to the Lord, and to the ſpi. 
„ ritual wants of men, in the duties of 
© my ſtation.” 


Calm and compoſed as was the death 
of Aaron, we advance toward 1t with 
ſlowneſs and reluctance, and therefore 
with cagerneſs ſeize the occaſion which 
ſcripture affords, of adverting to ſome 
farther incidents of his life, before we 
come to the hiſtory of that fatal event. 


It was with aſtoniſhment and grief, 
we ſaw him engaged in a plan of diſat- 
fettion and ſedition againſt his amiable 
and excellent brother; and in wonder 
mixed with terrour, we obſerved the 
mingled lenity and ſeverity of the 
puniſhment inflicted by God on that 
impious, unnatural and ungrateful con- 
duct. But the offence was not expiated 
when Miriam was ſtruck with leproſy, 
and Aaron thereby tacitly reprehend- 
ed; when Miriam was reſtored, and 


Iſrael permitted to move forwards. 
Tranſgreſſors 
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that ſurely the bitterneſs of death is 
paſt, when a righteous God 1s but 
awaking to vengeance; and it is not 
ſeldom found, that between crimes and 
puniſhments there is ſuch an apparent 
affinity, that the criminal cannot but 
read his guilt in the evil which over- 
takes him; and the world is made to 
* ſee,” not only © the rod,” but © him 


that hath appointed it.” 


Six years have clapſed, from the ſe- 
dition of Aaron and Miriam, when a 
ſimilar conſpiracy is formed to diſcredit 
the government of Moſes, and the prieſt- 
hood of Aaron, by certain turbulent, 
envious and ambitious men of their own 
tribe, in confederacy with ſome of a 
ſimilar ſpirit of the tribe of Reuben. 
So widely, and ſo ſuddenly has the 
malignity of revolt ſpread itſelf, that no 
leſs than two hundred and fifty princes 
of the aſſembly, famous in the congre- 
gation, men of renown, with their ad- 
herents, have been infected by it: and 

Aaron 


Tranſgreſſors often flatter themſelves LECT. 
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Aaron has his large ſhare of that oblo. 
quy, which he had before ſo unjuſtly 
employed to weaken the hands, and to 
blaſt the reputation of his brother. But 
ah! my friends, a leproſy of ſeven days 
could not waſh away the ſtain of this 
tranſgreſſion; neither could the blood 
of one unhappy victim, make atone. 


ment for a crime in which fo many * 
were involved. The Lord creates “ a ing 
© new thing,” to mark the ſeverity of dre 
his hot diſpleaſure. When Moſes had thy 
made an end of denouncing the judge- ver 
ment of God, it came to pals that © the cor 
te ground clave aſunder that was under the 
* them: and the earth opened her tre 
„mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and an 
* their houſes, and all the men that ap- the 
* pertained unto Korah, and all their ke 


„goods. They, and all that appertain- 
te ed to them, went down alive into the 
« pit, and the earth cloſed upon them: 
* and they periſhed from among the 
© congregation. And their came out a 
ce fire from the Lord, and conſumed 
* the two hundred and fifty men that 
* offered 
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offered incenſe. “ A plague broke 
out among the people, which before 
it was ſtayed by the interpoſition of 
the high prieſt himſelf, offering incenſe 
between the living and the dead, had 
conſumed fourteen thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred. 


What, O Aaron, were now thy feel- 
ings, ſurveying a field of blood fo 
dreadful and fo exteniive! What were 


thy teelings in reflecting that for the 


very offence which thou thyſelf hadſt 
committed, Miriam was a leper, and 
thouſands were ſlain! Did not thy heart 
tremble, as the ſword of the deſtroying 
angel laid heaps upon heaps; whilſt 
thou ſtoodſt in the fearſul gap; leſt its 
keen edge ſhould reach thyſelf. 


It is remarkable that the enormity of 
the greater crimes which Aaron com- 
mitted, was expoſed by the judgments 
wherewith God viſited ſimilar crimes 


* Numb. xvi. 31—33, 35- 
Vor. IV. Þ | in 
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8 in others, not in himſelf; whereas, for 
— an apparently lighter tranſgreſſion, his 
life was irrecoverably forfeited, and he 

fell under a doom, which no penitence 

nor ſupplication could alter or avert, 

We cannot judge of the malignity of 

_ crimes from certain external circum. 
ſtances. Both in the good which men 


do, and the evil they commit, 


God 


principally regards the heart and inten- 
tion; but to diſcern and to judge of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
is a prerogative, which with awful pro- 


priety he has reſerved to himſelf. 


God has puniſhed the defection of 


Korah and his abettors in the moſt 


open, and exemplary manner. 


Not 


ſatisfied with this, becauſe the memory 
of judgments the moſt ſignal and alarm- 


ing, is apt ſpeedily to be obliterated— 7 
ſuch is the thoughtleſſneſs and folly of 


men! He was pleaſed to appoint a lait- 
Þ 
ing memorial of the preference which 


he had beſtowed on Aaron and his fa- 
mily, and to confer a freſh badge of 
diſtinction. 
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diſtinction, on the man whom he de- LECT. 
5 1 
lighted to honour. Moſes is directed to 
take of each of the tribes of Iſrael a 
ſeveral rod, and to inſcribe every one 
with the name of the prince of that tribe 
to which it belonged, writing the name 
of Aaron on the rod of the tribe of Levi. 1 
They were to be laid up together over Is! 
night before the Lord, in the tabernacle 
of the congregation before the teſti- 
mony, and previous intimation was 1 4 
given to all concerned, that by the | 
next morning, God would give an ex- Fl | 
plicit and unequivocal declaration of 4h i 
his will, reſpecting the office of prieſt- | 
hood. al 


The God whom we adore, would ra- | | iF 
ther make himſelf known by the wonders f 
which he performs, and the mercies "s! 
which he diſpenſes, than by the judge- 8k 
ments which he executes. It was fulfil- {0 
led accordingly. The rods of the eleven | | 
other tribes remained as they were depo- || 
ited; ſeparated from the parent ſtock, Wit | 
ſapleſs, withered, and dead; but the rod TEM 

T2 of | | 
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L 7 T. of Aaron, as if it had been ſtill a branch 


—— united to a living root, and by a progreſs 
of vegetation infinitely more rapid than 
nature knows, in the courſe of one night, 
brought forth buds, and bloomed bloſ- 
ſoms, and yielded almonds.”* And 
lo, a miracle as great, as a lifeleſs twig 
bringing forth fruit, the fierce and angry 
ſpirit which acts of juſt vengeance had 
but irritated, is by a miracle of kindneſ; 
and condeſcenſion, mollified, melted, 
ſubdued, extinguiſhed: and thus neceſ. 
ſary are ſigns and wonders to ſilence and 


perſuade murmuring, unbelieving He- 
brews, as well as to render inexcuſable 
impenitent Egyptians. 


This mark of preſerence having been 
openly exhibited, for the conviction and 
ſatisfaction of all, commandment 1s once 
more given to carry back this wondrous 
rod, and to depoſit it by itſelf before 
God. with the other ſacred furniture of 
the moſt holy place, to ſerve to lateſt 


* Numb. xvii. 8. 
poſterity 
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poſterity as one of the precious monu- 
ments of the divine favour to their fore- 
fathers. It is highly probable, that it 
always preſerved that verdure to which 
it was thus preternaturally reſtored; and 
is a lively image of the conſtant preſerv- 
ation of the univerſe, by that all-power- 
ful Word which ſpake 1t into exiſtence 
at firſt ; of the continued ſupport of life 
by the merciful viſitation of that Spirit 
who © breathed into man's noſtrils the 


* breath of life; and man became a living 
* ſoul.”* 


Aaron, thus again diſtinguiſhed and 
honoured of Heaven, continues to enjoy 
the dignity, and to perform the duties 
of the prieſthood for thirty-one years 
longer; we doubt not, with credit to 
himſelf, and to the ſatisfattion and ad- 
vantage of all Iſrael. But, alas! he has 
the mortification of ſeeing that people 
gradually and imperceptibly waſting 
away before his eyes; he feels himſelf 


Gen. ii. 7. 


the 


LECT. 
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the dying miniſter of a dying congrega- 


non; he obſerves the hand of juſtice 


— 


— — ——— — 25 22 


doing that by flow degrees, which it 
might have accompliſhed at once, and 
employing forty years in what it could 
have made the work of a ſingle moment. 
At length the ſtroke of death comes 
home to his own family, and, it may be 
preſumed to his very heart, In the one 
hundred and twentieth year of his age, 
and thirty-ſeventh of his prieſthood, 
Miriam, his ſiſter by nature, his friend 
by habit and affection, and, ſad to think, 
his companion 1n offence, 1s removed to 
a world of ſpirits, and he is warned of 
his own departure, by the loſs of one of 
his neareſt and deareſt relations. Moſes 
delineates her character with ſingular 
conciſeneſs and iimplicity. The hand 
which ſhe had in his preſervation, when 
he was expoſed, in early infancy, upon 
the Nile, procures her an intereſt in his 
aflection, and in thoſe of his readers, 
which the blameableneſs of ſome parts 
of her after condutt 1s unable wholly to 
deſtroy.. Our cenſure of her envy and 


malignity, 
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malignity, in more advanced life, 


3 LECT. 


XII. 


ſomewhat ſoftened by the recollection of 


her childiſh tenderneſs, attachment, 
vigilance and addreſs; and, while we 
condemn the vehemence of her ſpirit, 
and the unrulineſs of her tongue, the 
edge of reſentment 1s blunted, when we 
ſee her puniſhed there, where a female 
is moſt vulnerable, in the fairneſs of her 
looks, and the agreeableneſs of her per- 
ſon, and we heartily join 1n the prayer 
of Aaron in her behalf. © Alas, my 
* lord, let her not be as one dead, of 
* whom the fleſh is half conſumed, when 
he cometh out of his mother's womb;” 
and in that of Moſes himſelf, Heal 
her now, O God, I beſeech thee.” 
From thence, to the hour of her death, 
a period of thirty-ſeven years, the hiſ- 
tory. is entirely ſilent concerning her, 
and this 1s, perhaps, the higheſt praiſe 
that can be beſtowed upon her. The 


ſharp reproof which ſhe had received 


for preſuming to intermeddle in public 
affairs, had taught her, we are bound 
in charity to believe, that the poſt of 
T4 honour, 
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LECT. honour, for a woman, 1s a private ſtation, 
XII. 3 3 . 5 
that ſhe is then moſt diſtinguiſhed, moſt 
reſpectable, molt valuable, when the 


world knows and talks leaſt about her. 


That ſelf ſame year the fatal ſummons 
is addreſſed to Aaron alſo, and one 
brother is made the meſſenger of death to 
the other. The ſame hand which array. 
ed him m ſplendid apparel, and con- 
ſecrated him to the high and honourable 
office of prieſthood, mult ſtrip him again, 
and anoint him to his burying. The 
whole progrels of this ſolemn ſcene is 
highly pathetic and intereſting. Let us 
attend the funeral proceſſion to the top 
of mount Hor, and learn to die to the 


vanity and glory of this world, and to 
cleave, with increaſed ardour, to that 
goſpel, by which © life and immortality 
«* are brought to light,“ and to truſt in 
that great High Prieſt, who, though he 
e was dead, is alive, and lives for ever- 
more, and giveth “ eternal life to as 
* many as he will.” 


Death, 


— 


N; 


Mt 


ie 


I 
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Death, the moſt common of all events, LE CF. 


at every ſeaſon, and in whatever form it 


comes, 1s tremendous and affetting; but 


the appearance of death, in the ſcene 


| before us, is altogether ſingular and un- 


common. It is indeed the death of an 


old man, but not occaſioned by any ap- 


parent decay of nature, not preceded by 


long ſickneſs, not haſtened on by diſ- 
| eaſe or accident; but the ſpirit is ſur- 
| rendered at the command of God, in the 
| fulneſs of health, in the compoſure of 
perfect recollection, without a heſitation 
| of reluctant nature, without regret, with- 
out a pang. When ſentence of death 
vas pronounced upon Moſes himſelf, 


and for the ſelf ſame tranſgreſſion which 


| ſhortened the life of Aaron, we find the 


fondneſs of nature, and the fervour of 
religion, repeatedly umting to crave a re- 


| prieve at leaſt, if not a total remiſhon; 
but Aaron, when ſummoned to depart, 


whether it was from ſuperior fortitude 


| of mind, from the conſciouſneſs of greater 


demerit, or that the hiſtorian has charit- 
ably drawn a veil over a brother's in- 
firmity, 


XII. 
—— 
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LE © P, firmity, while he frankly expoſes hi 


own, prepares inſtantly and cheerfully 
for the event. 


cr 


Were we to follow the impulſe of 
imagination, we might, without over. 
leaping the modeſty of nature, repre. 
ſent to you, the deep concern where. 
with the good man's own family was 
affected, when the award of death was 
pronounced: the concern of all Iſrael 
at the thought of being deprived of the 
labours, the advices, the example, and 
the prayers of their venerable high 
prieſt: the concern of Moſes in being 
made the meſſenger, almoſt the execu- 
tioner of death, upon his much-loved 
brother, aſſociate and friend; himſelf 
too lying under the ſame condemna- 
tion. —If, after he received the com- 
mand to aſcend the mountain, that he 
might die, he was permitted to miniſter 
in the prieſt's office any more, to pour 
out the blood of the ſacrifice, to burn 
incenſe upon the altar, to lift up his 
hands and bleſs the people, with what 

| holy 
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holy fervour may we ſuppoſe theſe ſa- LECT, 
cred ſervices performed! with what de- r . 
vout attention would they be liſtened 
unto and waited upon, when both mi— 
niſter and people knew for certain they 
were to meet no more! May we not 
ſuppoſe the good man, in ſtrains ſuch 
as theſe, taking a laſt, long farewel of 
thoſe to whom he had for ſo many 
years ſtood in a relation ſo tender and 
ſo intimate. The time of my de- 
* parture, O Iſrael, is at length come, 
*and I am ready to be offered up.— 
* That God who appointed me to ſerve 
* you in holy things, permits me to 
„wait at his altar no longer, I have 
* fulfilled my day. I have finiſhed 
my courle. I have ſurvived the 
* greateſt part of my cotemporaries, 
* but muſt die at length. I leave you 
* with remorſe, becauſe I accuſe my- 
* ſelf of many failures in point of duty 
* towards you; I leave you with re- 
* gret, becauſe I ſincerely love you; 
* I leave you with joy, becauſe I can 
* with confidence commit you to a 
* guardian Providence, even to the 
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LECT. « God of your fathers, who can eafily 
w—— * ſupply my place, by one wiſer, holier, 
* and more faithful than me; and who, 
* I truſt, will continue {till to rule and 
* to lead you by that beſt of men, of 
* brothers, and of friends. My body 
* leaves you, but my ſpirit cannot be 
* ſeparated from you; in death it will 
« cleave unto you; and when ſet free 
from the clogs of ſenſe, it will ſtill 
* hover over you, attend your journey- 
* ings, and, finally, reſt in peace, when 
* Ifrael reſts in the promiſed land. 
* Theſe forty years have I borne your 
* names engraved on jewels, upon my 
e heart, and I will carry you with me 
in my heart, to the regions of eternal 
* day. Farewel, my ſons; Eleazar, 
the heir of my dignity and anxiety, 
„and Ithamar, my youngeſt hope. 
“Think of the dreadful fate of your 
* elder brothers, and ſerve the Lord 
* with reverence and godly fear. Think 
* of your father's errors, and learn wil- 
* dom. Ponder his approaching diſſo- 
„ Jution, and learn the nothingneſs of 
human 
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human grandeur. Call to your re- LECT: 
membrance what Providence has done - 
« to and for me, and rejoice with trem- 

bling. Again I am ſummoned away; 

«* jt is the voice of Moſes, of my 

brother; it is the voice of God I 1 
© hear. The Lord bleſs thee, and keep 1 
thee, the Lord make his face to ſhine 
* upon thee; and be gracious unto 1 
# thee; the Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
«I come, my brother, I knew whoſe | 
© command thou beareſt; I know that " 
J muſt obey. But to part with thee, 1) 
jg the bitterneſs of death; endeared N 
*as we are to each other by friend- 1 
* ſhip, as allied by blood—conjoined 
in office, knit together by habits of 
e affection, united in hte, and, bleſſed 
reflection, not to be long divided by 
„death. Thou wilt bury all my un- 
* worthineſs in the grave ; thou haſt al- 
* ready buried it in the protounder, 
* filenter tomb of a gentle and forgiv- 
ing heart. I come, oh my God, at 


" wy call; I defire not to live, if thou 
© biadeit 
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* biddeſt me to die. Yet I mourn tg 
* think that my death 1s a mark of 
* thy diſpleaſure. But I ſee the ſun 
* ſhining through the cloud, it is not 
* wholly in anger, thou art ſummon. 
* ing me away; thou art graciouſly 
“putting an end to my painful la- 
* bours, my anxious thoughts, my im- 
perfect ſervices, to my weakneſles, 
and wanderings; and exalting me to 
* a dignity far beyond what I have 
* hitherto enjoyed. I ſhall ſee thee as 
* thou art. I ſhall ſerve thee without 
* wearying. I ſhall offend no more, 
** Henceforth is laid up for me, a dia- 
* dem for glory and for beauty, a 
* crown of righteouſneſs that fadeth 
* not away. O death, where 1s thy 
* ſting, O grave, where is thy victory? 
* Ariſe, let us go hence. Ariſe, let 
* us aſcend to the top of the moun- 
e tain.” 


Having, in whatever language, bid- 
den a final adieu to worldly connec- 
tions; in the fight of all the people, 

3 
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the high prieſt, in all the ſplendour of LE CT 
his official habit, ſad and ſolemn, climbs * 
up the hill, from which he never was 
to deſcend. What were the emotions 
of Iſrael in gradually loſing fight of 
their venerable patriarch, to ſee him 
no more again for ever? What were 
the feelings of the patriarch in ſurvey- 
ing from the ſummit of the mountain, 
the goodly tents of Jacob, in which he 
had an earthly. concern no longer? 
Nature caſts many * a longing, linger- 
ing look behind ;” but faith looks for- 
ward, and beholds mortality ſwallowed 
up of life. Nature regrets a promiſed 
land; unſeen, unpoſſeſſed, unenjoyed, 
becauſe of unbelief: faith ſtretches the 
wing, and aims a bold, but not uncer- 
tain flight, to a heavenly Canaan, 
where the wicked ccale from trou- 
6 bi and the weary are for ever at 
Felt. 


b 


The ſpirit fails as we proceed. The 
death warrant 1s again recited. The 
Juſtice of the ſentence is acknowledged, 
and 
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LECT. and the priſoner prepares for death. The 

— golden crown, the mitre, the girdle, the 
ephod, the breaſt plate, are one after ano. 
ther depoſited, and human glory is 
patiently ſurrendered. As they were 
ſeverally yielded up by the father, they 
are ſeverally aſſumed by the ſon. Strip- 
pedof all that coveredthe body, the body 
itſelf is at length laid down, and the 
mortal blow 1s at length ſtruck by Him 
who ſaith, I make alive, and I kill.” 
Aaron dies, but Eleazar lives. —The 
prieſt expires, but the prieſthood is im- 
mortal. Thr. e aſcend, only two return, 
What matters it how the poor periſhing 
clay tabernacle were diſpoſed of? About 
the ſpirit of the man whom God thus 
called away, we can be under no an- 
xiety nor apprehenſion. A general, and 
I doubt not, an unaffected mourning of 
thirty days takes place; and all Mrael 
lament when dead, the man whom many 
had envied, maligned and perſecuted 


through life. 


This 
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This is one of the many happy conſe- 
quences and effects of death! It ſhuts 
the mouth of ſcandal; it brings to light, 
unnoticed, or obſcured virtues; it 
draws the vell over blemiſhes and imper- 


fections. 


Let the ſon of pride, who is riſing into 
ſplendour, and bears © his bluſhing ho- 
* nours thick upon him,” turn his eyes 
to the top of yonder mountain, and learn 
the nothingnels of all the glory of man. 
Is his ſtation higher than that of the 
high prieſt of Iſrael? Are his veſtments 
more magnificent, is his character more 
ſacred, is his dignity more permanent, 
flow his honours from a higher ſource? 
Behold Aaron laid low; retiring from 
the world, naked, as naked he came into 
it; the head which once wore the mitre, 
levelled with the duſt; the tongue which 
once ſpoke ſo well, for ever dumb, 


The hour of reſt nightly admoniſhes 
us, of the laſt fatal hour. We {trip our- 
ſelves of our garments one by one, and 
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L EC T. lay them down; we are reduced to the 
— image of death; the eye is cloſed; our 


faculties are abſorbed; the form of the 
man only remains. And the time is at 
hand, we know it, when we muſt put 
off this body, as an uneaſy, worn-out, 
uſeleſs veſtment, fit only for the moth or 
the dunghill. © Man muſt ſay to cor- 
* ruption, Thou art my father; and to 
the worm, thou art my ſiſter and mo- 
* ther.” All fleſh is graſs, and all the 
* goodlineſs of man, as the flower of the 


« field.” 


Our very children are the harbingers 
of our diſſolution. They are the plea- 
ſanteſt, but the plaineſt monitors. Every 
ſtep they riſe brings us a little lower; as 
they grow ſtronger and ſtronger, we grow 
weaker and weaker. They wait to al- 
ſume our name, our place, our robes, 
our office; they are ready to array them- 
ſelves in our ſpoils. The elevation of 
Eleazar 1s the fall of Aaron. The pub- 
lick life of the ſon, is the death of the 
ae. -— 


Look 
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Look to that mountain, O man, and LECT. 
reflect that he whom now you hate, envy, w—— 


oppole, malign, will ſpeedily be changed 
into a clod of earth, and rendered incapa- 
ble of feeling or returning thy animoſity; 
and learn to die betimes to theſe wicked 
and odious paſſions. Suppoſe him laid 
on the bed of death; ſtript of thoſe 
honours, talents, advantages, ſucceſſes 
which render him the object of jealouſy 
and malignity to thee. How you are 
diſarmed! Pity and tenderneſs awake in 
your breaſt. You now hate yourſelf, 
that ever you could hate your brother, 
Let the reflection of what may ſo ſoon 
happen, reconcile thee to him now. 
Mar not thy own comfort, by ſeeking 
to diſturb his repoſe. The cold hand 
of death will ſpeedily extinguiſh the 
angry flame. 


* They truly were many prieſts, be- 

* caule they were not ſuffered to continue 
* by reaſon of death: But this man, 
* becauſe he continueth ever, hath an 
* unchangeable prieſthood, Wherefore, 
Zz 2 ehe 


XII. 


340 HISTORY OF AARON. 


LECT. „ he is able allo to ſave them to the ut- 

wa © termoſt, that come unto God by him, 
* ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſ- 
« fion for them.“ He need not daily, 
« as thoſe high prieſts, to offer up ſa- 
te crifices, firſt for his own fins, and then 
« for the people's: for this he did once, 
* when he offered up himſelf. For the 
© law maketh men high prieſts which 
* have infirmity; but the word of the 
& oath which was ſince the law, maketh 
& the Son, who is conſecrated for ever- 
% more. 


| * Heb. vii. 23, 24, 25. 
|, + Heb. vii. 27, 28. 
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2 PETER ii. 13, 16. 


THESE— ARE GONE ASTRAY, FOLLOWING THE 
WAY OF BALAAM, THE SON OF BOSOR, WHO 
LOVED THE WAGES OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ; 

BUT WAS REBUKED FOR HIS INIQUITY: THE 
DUMB ASS, SPEAKING WITH MAN'S VOICE, 
FORBAD THE MADNESS OF THE PROPHET. 


()* all the evil propenſities to which 
human nature is ſubject, there is 
no one ſo general, ſo inſinuating, ſo 
corruptive, and ſo obſtinate, as the 
love of money. It begins to operate 
early, and it continues to the end of 
life. One of the firſt lefſons which 
children learn, and one which old men 


never forget, is, the value of money. 
23 1 
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The covetous ſeek and guard it for its 
—— own ſake, and the prodigal himſelf 
muſt firſt be avaricious, before he can 
be profuſe. This, of all our paſſions, 
is beſt able to fortify itſelf by reaſon, 


r 
PB — 


— ” 
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1 and 1s the laſt to yield to the force of 
1 reaſon. It moſt unremittingly engages 
1 the attention, and calls into their fulleſt 
: { exertion, all our powers of body and of 
1 mind. Ambition and pride, thoſe 

powerful motives of human conduct, 


— 


are but miniſtring ſervants to avarice. 

Reputation and power, are purſued 

| chiefly as the means of procuring 

wealth; and all the fierce contentions 

| which have diſtracted the world, and 

deluged it with blood, may be traced 
up to an eager deſire to obtain the ter- 

ritory, or the treaſure of another. Age, 

which blunts all our other appetites, 

only whets this; and after the heart 1s 

dead to every other joy, it hves to the 

dear, the inextinguiſhable delight of 
ſaving and hoarding. 
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In exact proportion to their incapa- 
city and diſinclination to make uſe of 
money, 1s the violence of mens thirſt to 
poſſeſs it; and on the threſhold of eter- 
nity it cleaves to them, as if life were 
jult beginning. Philoſophy combats, 
ſatire expoſes, religion condemns it, in 
vain: it yields neither to argument, nor 
ridicule, nor conſcience. Like the lean 
kine in Pharoah's dream, it devours all 
that comes near it, and yet continues 
as hungry and meagre as ever, If a 
repreſentation of the odiouſneis, crimi- 
nality and danger of this vile aftection, 
can be of any ule, it mult be to thoſe, 
whoſe hearts are not yet hardened, 
whoſe conſciences are not yet blinded 
by habits of indulgence in it; for if it 
has once gotten poſſeſſion of the mind; 
you might as eafily reinvigorate feeble 
age by a diſcourſe on the advantages 
and joys of youth, or reſtore a conſti- 
tution waſted through conſumption, by 
an elaborate declamation on the bleſſing 
of health. Avarice, with the deat ad- 
der, © will not hearken to the voice 
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* of charmers, charming never {6 


— wilely.”* 


We have already had occaſion, in 
the courſe of theſe exerciſes, to trace 
the charatter of a ſelfiſh man, and to 
obſerve the workings of the human 
mind, under the influence of this baſe 
and deſtructive paſſion, in the hiſtory 
of Laban the Syrian. There we ſaw 
every principle of generoſity and gra- 
titude, of truth and juſtice, of human- 
ity and natural affection, of piety and 
decency, vilely ſacrificed to this infa- 
tiate idol, which, like the grave, © ne- 
ver ſays it is enough.” We have in 
the hiſtory referred to by the apoſtle, 
in the words which I have now read, 
another ſtriking and inſtructive inſtance 
of the dreadful operation of covetoul- 
neſs, in a mind enlightened by wiſdom, 
awake to all the worthier feelings and 
propenſities of nature, capable of form- 
ing the juſteſt notions of right and 


Pfalm Iviii. 5. 


wrong, 


of eee ts He Can 


HISTORY OF BALAAM. 945 


wrong, and of conveying theſe notions LECT. 
in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt expreſſions; wo 
fully inſtructed and firmly perſuaded 

| reſpecting his duty; but actuated by 

this fatal paſſion, deliberately deviating 

| from the right path, ſeducing thoſe 


| WW whom he durſt not curſe, degrading | 
X the dignity of the prophet, in the venal- N 
; ity of the courtier, and ſhamefully bar- 1 


tering conſcience for gain. We ſhall iy 
find, then, the words of Peter a perfect i 
key to the relation of Moles; and what- in 
ever inconſiſtency {hall appear in the | 
conduct of Balaam, whatever fluttua- 
tion in opinion; whatever plauſibility 
of language and ſentiment, combined 1 
with whatever irreſolution in virtue, all ||} 
is explained by this one diſcovery of | Þ 
his real character, he © loved the wages f 
* of unrighteouſneſs.“ We come to 1 
illuſtrate this poſition by the hiſtory li | 
itſelf. 
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Forty years almoſt have elapſed ſince 
the miraculous deliverance from Egypt; 
and the whole generation which par- 1 
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took of the joy of that deliverance, be- 


w—— cauſe of their unbelief, is well nigh 


extinguiſhed. Thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands have dropt into the grave. The 
individuals which formed the congrega- 


tion of Ifrael are loſt and forgotten; 


but Ifrael ſtill lives, the care of Provi- 
dence, the object of favour. The 
ſhafts of vengeance have ſpent them. 


ſelves, and nothing can now ſtem that 


current of promiſe and deſtiny, which 
1s carrying God's favoured people to 
victory, and the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
Their decampments and progrels, there- 
fore, are no longer the lingering and 
wanderings of a devoted people doom- 
ed to die in the wilderneſs; but the 
bold, direct, and ſucceſsful progreſs of 
a warlike nation, from conqueſt to 
conquelt. 


A multitude fo great, ſubſiſting in a 
deſert ſo long, in a manner fo ſingular, 
could not but attract the notice of all 
the adjacent nations, who muſt have 
been anxiouſly ſolicitous which way 

their 


HISTORY OF BALAA . 347 


their route was directed, and where LECT. 
they were to attempt a ſettlement at — 
length. Being arrived at the border of 

the wilderneſs, where it is contiguous 

to the country of the Amorites; not 
imagining that any part of their inhe- (4 
ritance was to be allotted them on this 1 
ſide Jordan; they petition Sihon, the 
king of the country, to grant them 1 
leave to paſs peaceably through his ter- | 
ritories, to the place of their deſtina- [ 
tion, This he roughly refuſes, and, 
without waiting to ſee whether Iſrael 11 0 
meant to attempt a paſlage by force, 1 
he collects his whole ſtrength, advances ul! 
into the wilderneſs to attack them, and | 
thereby haſtens on his own fate; for 
his army is ſmitten with the edge of 
the ſword, and his whole land falls an 
eaſy prey to the victor. Og king of 
Baſhan is raſh enough to follow his 
example, provokes his own deſtruc- 
tion, 1s ſubdued in his turn, and the 
fertile plains, over which he reigned, 
{well the triumphs of Iſrael. 


Advancing 
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LES Advancing forward to Jordan, they 
— pitch their camp in the plains of Moab. 
This nation was deſcended from Lot, the 
nephew of Abraham, by an inceſtuous 
commerce with his elder daughter. They 
had long before this been reduced into a 
regular form of civil government, that of 
monarchy, and were living in the quiet 
pPoſſeſſion of a fruitful country, ſecured to 
them by the appointment of Providence, 

in conſideration of their relation to their 
venerable anceſtor: and Iſrael was ex. 
preſsly prohibited to diſturb them, or 
their brethren and neighbours, the 
children of Ammon, the poſterity of 
Lot by his younger daughter, in the 
poſſeſſion of their inheritance, The 
report of their victories, however, over 
Og and Sthon, has rouſed the attention, 
and the jealouſy of Balak king of Moab. 
Inſtead of employing the rational policy, 

of courting alliance and friendſhip with 

a people ſo formidable, and who were 
neither diſpoſed nor permitted to moleſt 
them; or of adopting the manly policy of 


repelling bold invaders by open war, he 
has 
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has recourſe to the mean, timid and 
contemptible arts of necromancy, or 
divination, For this purpoſe he ſends 
meſſengers to Balaam, the ſon of Boſor, 
a noted inchanter of thoſe times, with 
large money in their hands, ſtiled in 
ſcripture, © the rewards of divination,” 
and, © the wages of unrighteouſneſs,” 
and a meſſage to this purpoſe: © Behold, 
there 1s a people come out from Egypt: 
© behold, they cover the face of the 
earth, and they abide over againſt me. 
Come now therefore, I pray thee, 
© curſe me this people; for they are too 
* mighty for me: peradventure I ſhall 
prevail, that we may ſmite them, and 
that I may drive them out of the land: 
e for I wot that he whom thou bleſſeſt is 
te bleſſed, and he whom thou curſeſt, is 
* curſed.”* Thus Providence fulfilled 
the words of the oracle, pronounced in 
the ſong of Moſes, thirty-eight years 
before, immediately on the paſſage of 
the Red Sea—“ Then the dukes of 


9 Numb. XIil. 5, 6. 
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LECT. « Edom ſhall be amazed, the mighty 
0 , men of Moab, trembling ſhall take 
* hold upon them: all the inhabitant 
* of Canaan ſhall melt away. Fear and 
* dread ſhall fall upon them: by the 
* greatneſs of thine arm they ſhall be 
* as ſtill as a ſtone.”* Now the perſon 
to whom Balak applied on this trying 
occaſion, was a man of a very extraordi- 
nary character, and of very ſingular giſt; 
and abilities. He ſeems to have united 
qualities, the moſt diſſimilar and oppoſite, 
He exhibits in his language and con- 
duct, a very uncommon combination 22 
and contraſt of virtues and vices. What ho! 
can exceed on the one hand, the genero- We 
ity and diſintereſtedneſs which he ex. 
preſſed and put in prattice, when repeat- 
edly urged to employ his prophetic 
ſagacity or magical {kill againſt Iſrael? 
* It Balak would give me his houſe-full 
* of filver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
* the word of the Lord my God, to do 
* lels or more. What can equal on 


Ex. xv. I5, 16. 
Numb. xxii. 18. 
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the other, the vile proſtitution, for hire, LES T. 
of his great talents in the ſervice of an 
idolatrous prince, againſt the people 
whom he knew to be favoured and 
protected of Heaven? We ſee him this 
day ſeeking and enjoying the moſt in- 
| timate communication with the living 
and true God; and to-morrow recurring 
to the practice of infamous and infernal 
arts, to accompliſh a moſt deteſtable 
and diabolical purpoſe: proclaiming at 
one time, in language which the ſpirit 
| of wiſdom and prophecy alone could 4 
inſpire, the ſecurity, glory and happineſs 4.1 
of that people whom God delighted to i 
E honour; and, with the very next breath, 1 
| infidiouſly ſuggeſting counſels, which "= 
directly tended to deſtroy that ſecurity, | F 
to tarniſh that glory, and to diſſolve that | 1 
E happineſs. In a word, we behold him 
fully impreſſed with the importance of * 
a holy life, in order to a peaceful and | NE ls 
happy end, and yet hving in the com- 
miſſion of the moſt flagrant enormates, 
and prematurely cut off, with all his 
imperfections on his head; cleaving to 
the 
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LECT. the laſt to the mammon of unrighteouſ. 
. neſs, and yet ſufficiently impreſſed with 
the lovelineſs of true goodneſs to pray 
in theſe words, Let me die the death 
* of the righteous, and let my laſt end 


* be like his!”* 


For the farther clearing up of this very 
ſingular character and hiſtory, it may 
be of importance to obſerve, that though 
the deſcendants of Abraham for many 
ages after the death of that patriarch, 
were diſtinguiſhed as the peculiar people 
of God, to whom were committed the 
lively oracles, and © to whom pertained 
the adoption, and the glory, and the 
* covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the ſervice of God, and the pro- 
* miſes; f yet ſcripture permits us not 
to conſider all divine knowledge, as con- 
fined to that people, previous to their 
eſtabliſhment in Canaan. The diſperſion 
from the wild attempt of Babel, neceſ- 
ſarily conveyed in every one of its frag- 


* Numb. xxiii. 10. 
+ Rom. ix. 4. 
ments 
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ments ſome knowledge of the nature, LECT. 
will, and worſhip of the God of their wo 
fathers; which, though in proceſs of 
time, obſcured by tradition and forget- 
fulneſs, and disfigured by human inven- 
tion, muſt ſtill have retained ſomewhat 
of both its original form and ſubſtance. 
The example and inſtructions of fo good 
a maſter, and a neighbour ſo reſpect- 
able as Abraham himſelf, could not but 
have a ſenſible effect on his numerous 
domeſtics, who were of various coun- 
tries, and upon the princes with whom 
he came into connection; and for this 
very end probably it was, that Provi- 
dence kept him wandering from place to 
place. By means of their intercourſe 
| with Abraham, we know that Pharaoh 
and Abimelech, attained at leaſt a certain 
degree of acquaintance with the true 
God. We find, in like manner, Job, 
| at whatever period he lived, and 
his three friends, in Arabia, and par- 
ticularly Elihu of the kindred of Ram, 
| diſcovering very profound knowledge in 
| divine things; and Jethro, the father- 
in-law of Moſes, in the land of Midian, 
Vol. IV. Aa appears 


— — —— — — ——_— — ” 
a — *Y 


— — = 
= 


- 
— _ — — — — — _—” 


LECT. 
XIII. 


354 © HISTORY OF BALAAM. 


appears evidently to have poſſeſſed the 


——— ſame advantage. It is not therefore 


matter of very great ſurpriſe, that Ba- 
laam, a ſtranger and an enemy to the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, thould enjoy 
this advantage in common with many 
of his neighbours, and that ' he ſhould 
have made ſuch an indifferent uſe of it: 


This alas, being the miſery of multitudes, 


who are favoured with a ſtill clearer 
light than he was. Neither will it ex- 
cite wonder, if we find ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous rites, gradually blending with 
the worſhip of the great Jehovah — 
Laban, though not to be ſet down as 
wholly given to 1dolatry, long before 
the period now under review, had his 
teraphim, or houſhold gods, which he 
highly prized, either as objects of re- 
ligious veneration, or on account of 
the precious materials of which they 
were compoſed. And this too will in 
part account for that ſtrange mixture 
which we find in the character of Ba- 


laam, his ſudden tranſition from hp ac- 


knowledgment of the God of Ifrael, 
a 3 
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a participation in the profane rites em- 
ployed in the worſhip of the 1dols of 
Balak and Moab. 


But, notwithſtanding this odious and 
abominable mixture, we obſerve in more 
than one inſtance, the great God wink- 
ing at theſe times of 1gnorance, and con- 
deſcending to make known his will, 
even to men who were daily inſulting 
him by their abominations, as in the caſe 
of Pharaoh and Abimelech already men- 
tioned, as in the caſe of Nebuchadnezzar, 
the groſſeſt of idolaters, many ages 
afterwards, and in the caſe before us. 
All this leads to make an obvious and 
an important diſtinction, between the 
extraordinary gifts, and the graces of 
| God's ſpirit. It is ane thing to have a 
clear, enlightened head, and another, 
to have an affectionate and obedient 
heart. It is a bleſſed union where they 
meet, but the former, without the lat- 
ter, only renders wickedneſs more con- 
| ſpicuous, and condemnation more juſt. 
The charge, alas! does not ſtop at 
| Aa 2 wicked, 
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wicked, covetous Balaam ; it was mat. 
ter of complaint down to the days of 
Micah, and of prophets of a different 
deſcription. © The heads“ of God's 
people, judge © for reward, and the 
** prieſts thereof teach for hire, and the 
* prophets thereof divine for money,” 
And our bleſſed Lord, to level all con- 
ſidence in the poſſeſſion of the choicell 
gifts, aſſures us, that many ſhall ſay to 
him in the great day, Lord, Lord, 
© have we not propheſied in thy name! 


and in thy name have caſt out devils! 


* and in thy name done many wonder. 
“ ful works? And then will I profel 
** unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me ye that work iniquity.“* 


We obſerve farther, that though God 
was ſometimes pleaſed to beſtow the 
gift of prophecy upon the unworthy, 
the prediction, though uttered by un- 


holy lips, was the truth of God, which 


no weakneſs, perverſeneſs, nor diſincl!- 


. un. 


nation 
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nation of the prophet, was able either to 
alter or ſuppreſs. © For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt.““ 
They ſpake under an irreſiſtible impulſe; 
they ſpake ſoinetimes what they under- 
{tood not, and what they would have con- 
cealed, if they could. Thus Caiaphas, 
the avowed enemy of our bleſſed Lord, 
uttered a notable prophecy concerning 
him, not knowing what he ſaid. Thus 
Jeremiah, diſguſted with the ill ſucceſs 
of his preaching, finding the word of 
the Lord made a reproach and a derifion 
daily, by the thoughtleſs men of his 
generation, reſolved not to make men- 
tion of him, nor ſpeak any more in his 
name. But, ſays he, © his word was in 
* mine heart, as a burning fire ſhut up 
in my bones, and I was weary with 
* forbearing, and I could not ſtay.” 
And Joſephus, in perfect conſiſtency 
with the character of Balaam, as drawn 


4 Pet. i. 21. 
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by Moſes, puts into his mouth this ad. 
dreſs to the king of Moab, who upbraid. 
ed him with breach of agreement, in 
pronouncing the warmeſt of benedic. 
tions, where he was exprelsly hired to 
curſe; Can you imagine, that when 
e prompted by the Spirit of God to 
« diſcloſe futurity, it depends on us to 
* be ſilent, or to ſpeak out? He makes 
“ our voices the vehicles of his will, 
e without permitting us a choice in the 
te matter, I well remember for what 
* purpoſe the joint intreaties of you and 
the Midianites have brought me hither, 
« I have undertaken this journey with 
«© 2 fixed determination to favour your 
e earneſt wiſhes: but God is more power- 
e ful than the bent of my inclination, 
* which aimed at the gratification of 
“ your deſires. For when he takes pol- 
* ſeſſion of our minds, he occupies them 
“ wholly, and leaves us nothing of our 


* own. I had nothing leſs in my inten- 


„ tion, than to trumpet the praiſes of 
« this mighty hoſt, or to diſplay the 
** bleſſings which God has in reſerve for 

& this 
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this favoured race. But being graci- 
© ouſly diſpoſed towards them, and 
determined to exalt them to the higheſt 
pinnacle of glory and felicity, He 
* ſuggeſted to me the predictions, which 
© I could not but utter.”* 


Sometimes the repreſentation of ſome 
dreadful puniſhment, to be inſtantly in- 
fitted, if they dared to falſify the oracle 
committed to them, might ſerve as a 
curb to their own natural and unruly 
propenſities; and, ſometimes carried 
wholly out of themſelves, they deliver- 
ed, in an extaly, what was committed 
to them, unconſcious of what they ſaid 
or did. In the proſecution of the hiſ 
tory, we ſhall find Balaam under both 
| theſe kinds of inſpiration; both awed by 
fear, and rapt into the viſion of futurity, 
in a trance. 


I only make one obſervation more, 
for the clearing up of this remarkable 


* Joſeph. Antiq. lib. IV. cap. IV. 
Aa 4 ſtory. 
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ſtory. It was a generally received op. 
nion among the Gentile nations, that 
prophets, or diviners, had a power, by 
means of incantation, to inflict, or to 
remove public calamities; that they un- 
derſtood the art of decoying from among 
their enemies, the tutelar deities who 
preſided over them; in conſequence of 
which, they were eaſily and certainly dif. 
comfited. Homer makes the capture 
of Troy to depend on the removal of 
the ſacred image of Minerva from its 
reſidence in the citadel of that metro- 
polis: and Joſhua himſelf, in the conqueſt 
of Canaan, takes advantage of this vul- 
gar prejudice, to encourage his. men to 
proceed to victory; and to prevent' the 
11] effects of the timid and terrifying re- 
port of his colleagues, reſpecting the 
ſtrength of the country. © Rebel not 
«© ye againſt the Lord, neither fear ye 


the people of the land; for they are 


e bread for us: their defence is departed 
“from them, and the Lord is with us: 
«* fear them not.”* It was accordingly 


* Numb. xiv, 9. 
uſual, 
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uſual, on undertaking military expedi- 
tions, to nerve the arm, and to whet 
the ſword of the ſoldier, by the tongue 
of the prieſt, and the tremendous forms 
of religion. They attempted to make the 
gods parties to their quarrels, and devot- 
ed to perdition the nations againſt whom 
they waged war. An ancient author has 
tranſmitted to us the form of execration 


employed on ſuch occaſions, which, on 


account of its relation to our ſubject, 
perhaps you will have the curioſity to 
hear. —It is a perfect contraſt to the 
bleſſing which Balaam was obliged, 
reluctantly, to pronounce upon IIrael. 
The prieſt deſtined to this awful employ- 
ment, after preſenting the uſual ſacrifice, 
advanced to the head of the army, and 
in the preſence of the general, and 
principal officers, pronounced aloud, 
words to this effect. Almighty Father 
* of gods and men, or if thou wouldſt 
rather be addreſſed by the name of 
Jupiter, or if any other appellation be 
* more grateful to thine car: pour out, 
] conjure thee, upon this army, or 

* this 
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* this city, according as the caſe re. 


= quired, © the ſpirit of terrour and dif. 


* may: deprive of the ſight of their 
* eyes, all thoſe who ſhall level their 
* blows at us, our legions or troops; 
* ſpread darkneſs over our enemies, 
* over their cities, over their fields, 
* over their armies. Look upon them 
as a thing accurſed: bring them un- 
* der the hardeſt conditions that ever 
* an enemy was conſtrained to under. 
* go. As for me, to deſtruction I here. 
* by devote them; my curſe I pour 
* upon them, and take this prince, 
* theſe captains, this people, to be wit- 
*“ neſles of it.“ This ceremony being 
performed, and the ſoldiers inſpirited 


by the ſanctions of religion, they ad- 


vanced to the combat, in confidence 
of ſuccels, 


It was for a purpoſe of this kind, 
that Balaam was now ſent for by the 
confederated powers of Moab and Mi- 


* Macrob. Saturnal. lib. III, cap. IX. 
dian. 
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dian. How the latter of theſe two na- L ECT. | | 
tions had been induced to join in ſuch LL | | 
an embaſly, we are not informed. The | 

middle forty years of his life, Moſes had 1 
ſpent among that people; had formed 90 
alliance with them, by marrying the 
daughter of Jethro, one of the princes 
of the country, with whom he main- 
tained a moſt friendly correſpondence, 
after he was raiſed to the command of 
the armies of Iſrael. He cannot, there- 
fore, be ſuſpected of forming a hoſtile 
deſign againſt his ancient hoſts and re- 
lations ; and it was much more natural 
for them to form an alliance with a man 
of Moſes's well known wiſdom and mo- 
deration, and with a people ſo ſenſibly 
favoured of Heaven, as Iſrael was, than 
with a nation of 1dolaters, and a prince, 
who was reduced-to employ the poor 
arts of incantation againſt his enemies. 
But, in many cafes, it happens, that 
aiming at an over refined wiſdom and 
policy, men prove themſelves fools. 
Jethro was probably by this time dead, 


and the Midianitiſh eſtate was governed 
by 
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by councils, very unlike thoſe which 


would probably have been ſuggeſted by 


that wiſe and good man: And a depu- 
tation of their princes joins thoſe of 
Balak, in an application to Balaam, to 
ſtrengthen their united forces, by lay. 
ing Iſrael under a curſe. 


It is melancholy to think that from 
the beginning to this day, men have 
been more eager to bring miſchief up- 
on others, than to procure good to 
themſelves. Had theſe Midianites and 
Moabites, aſſociated together to ſtrength- 
en their borders, had they invited a 
prophet to come and confirm their 


bands of alliance, and encourage the 


hearts of their ſoldiery, by pronouncing 
a bleſſing upon themſelves, they had 
not been reprehenſible; but ſuch is the 
corruption and malignity of the human 
heart, that 1t not only takes pleaſure in 
the evil that befals another, where our 
own intereſt 1s concerned, but in the 
very miſchief that is wrought for mil- 
chief ſake, The great evil is, men en- 


gage 


n 
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gage in tranſitory purſuits as if they LECT: 
were immortal; and had they the 


power, together with the inclination, 
would proſecute momentary offences 
with everlaſting puniſhments. What is 
it to one nation that another great na- 
tion be utterly exterminated, provided 
a favourite ſcheme of ambition, com- 
merce or revenge be thereby promoted! 
When we hear a poor wretch, a com- 
mon curſer and ſwearer, on the moſt 
frivolous occaſions, imprecating eternal 
damnation on his fellow-creature, we 
are filled with horrour; and yet with- 
out ſurpriſe, we behold religious ſects 
in their zeal, and mighty empires in 
their pride and fury, deliberately doing 
the ſame thing. What principle fo im- 
portant to individuals and to ſtates, as 
a principle of true religion! It is a 
comforter in afflittion, a counſellor in 
darkneſs and uncertainty, a refuge in 
danger and diſtreſs, a ſupport in death. 
What ſo ſeduttive, and miſchievous as 
an erroneous principle of this fort! © It 
the light that is in men be darknels, 

* how 
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LECT. © how great is that darkneſs ?” Falſe 
ww religion is a wandering fire of the night, 
hurrying men over a precipice: plung- 
ing them in the gulph,—pretending to 
bring a tribute of glory to God by de- 


the great enemy of God and man, who 
is a lar and a murderer from the be- 
ginning. 


It is the perilouſneſs of the times that 
has toſſed Balaam into notice, and con- 
ſequence, and infamy. In a quieter 
period, he had floated unnoticed on 
the ſurface, and filently increaſed the 
paltry gains of his black art, by play- 
ins on the credulity of filly women 

and children, But the old wizard has 
had the good fortune to attract the no- 
tice of princes, and has the opportunity 
of ſelling his magical ſpells at his own 
price; and he fails not to make the 
moſt of his market. With the clue af- 
| forded us in ſcripture, we will attempt 
in another lecture, to follow the various 


turnings and windings of that profound- 
| eſt, 


ſtroying mankind.—It is the ſpirit of 


rin 
CO! 
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eſt, darkeſt, moſt intricate of all laby- 
rinths, a carnal, covetous heart. We 
conclude the preſent with calling upon 
you: 


I. To remark, and to revere the 
righteous judgment of God, in giving 
up to ſtrong deluſion, thoſe who ſeek 
and follow deluſions. Every deliberate 
violation of God's law, every victory 
which a man gains over his own con- 
ſcience, becomes his puniſhment, as it 
is his crime. Let not him who has wil- 
fully deceived himſelf, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, pretend to complain, that he 
has been hurried into miſtakes which he 
never intended, but could not avoid. 
The firſt wrong ſtep was in his power, 
but not the fourth or the fifth. The 


man needed not, unleſs he choſe, to have 


ſet himſelf a running down a ſteep 
place; but, once in motion, it is not 
in his power to ſtop when he would. 
If therefore he plunge into the flood 
beneath, the fault is in himſelf, not the 
laws of motion, which only carried on 

what 
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* T. what his own will had begun. The 
—— man who has deſtroyed his faculties by 
excels, muſt not charge his bad me- 
mory, his erroneous judgment, or the 
inconveniencies in which they have in- 
volved him, upon nature, or the God 
of nature. No, they only eſtabliſh the 
work of his own hands. In this view, 
it is perfectly juſt that, - to him who 
© hath ſhould more be given, and from 
* hini who hath not, even that which 


* he hath ſhould be taken away.” 


II. Let us rejoice that we have a 
clear and © ſure word of prophecy,” to 
direct and aſſiſt us in every doubtful and 
difficult caſe; and that “ the teſtimony 
* of Jeſus 1s the ſpirit of prophecy.” 
The gift of prophecy was not always a 
bleſſing to the poſſeſſor; and, as the 
mere knowledge of future events, it 
would be the reverſe of a bleſſing. In 
tender mercy and in loving kindnels, 
God conceals futurity from men. But 
all that pertains to the acquiſition of 
wiſdom, and the attainment of happi- 
| nels ; 
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neſs; all that aſſures us of life and im- LECT. 


XIII 


mortality, and makes us meet for the 


enjoyment of it, the words of this pro- 
phecy fully unfold. © The righteouſ- 
© neſs of faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, 
Say not in thine heart, who ſhall aſ- 
* cend into heaven? (That 1s to bring 
* Chriſt down from above) Or who 
* ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is 
to bring up Chriſt again from the 
* dead.) But what faith it? The word 
* 1s nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart: that is, the word of 
faith which we preach, That if thou 
* ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord 
* Teſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, 
* that God hath raiſed him from the 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.”** To 
know but this, is more than to © ſpeak 
* with the tongues of men and of an- 
* gels” is more than to © have the gift 
* of prophecy, and to underſtand all 
* myſteries and all knowledge; and to 
„have all faith, ſo as to be able to re- 


* Rom. x. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Vol. IV. B b 


© move 
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| L 1 «* move mountains.” —** Covet earneſtly 6 
il w—— * the beſt gifts;” but rather cultivate 10 
ii the fruits of the ſpirit, “ love, joy, te 


peace, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, good. 
* neſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance: 
* againſt ſuch there is no law,”* 


tl 

III. While we admire the wiſdom tr 
and goodneſs of God, in counteracting v 
the intention of wicked Balaam, and 0 
turning the curſe in his mouth into a 00 
bleſſing, let us bow the knee in grati. b1 
tude to that great Prophet, who has Pp: 
wholly, and for ever, done away the n 
curſe; let us give glory to © God, who rc 
* hath ſent his Son Chriſt Jeſus to bleſs L 
every one of us, in turning us from W 


7 


* our iniquities;” and to introduce us 
| into more than an Eden, more than a 
| Canaan, even into the paradiſe of God; 
| where there is © no more curſe, — 
* where God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from our eyes; and there ſhall be no 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 


Gal. v. 22. 23. 
66 1 
ing. 
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« ing, neither ſhall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are paſſ- 
* ed away. 


IV. While we behold © the madneſs 
* of the prophet“ -a heart hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin, let us 
tremble to think that the ſeeds of this 
very fin, are implanted deeply in our 
own nature; that they have even diſ- 
covered their baleful ſhoots ; that they 
bring forth fruit unto death. Every 
plant which our heavenly Father hath 
not planted, ſhall be plucked up and 
rooted out; and this is one of them. 
Look to it carefully, O man: watch it 
with a holy jealouſy. It 1s © the root 
* of all evil.” © Love not the world, 
* neither the things that are in the 
* world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 
* For all that is in the world, the luſt 
* of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, 
*and the pride of life: is not of the 


* Rev. xxi. 4. 


B b 2 « Father, 
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LECT. « Father, but is of the world. And 


w—— * the world paſſeth away, and the Juſt 
„ thereof; but he that doeth the will 
* of God, abideth for ever.”* 


* x John ii. 15, 16, 17. 
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AND BALAAM ROSE UP IN THE MORNING, AND 
SADDLED HIS ASS, AND WENT WITH THE 
PRINCES OF MOAB. | 


# Þ HE eagerneſs which men diſcover 
in purſuing the objetts of time 
and ſenſe, is a melancholy contraſt to 
their coldneſs and indifference, reſpett- 
ing the things of God and eternity. 
The carnal mind needs but a hint to at- 
tach itſelf to thepurſuit of riches, pleaſure 
or honour; and when engaged, no argu- 
ment is of weight ſufficient to diſſuade; 
no danger intimidates, no difficulty diſ- 
courages. The underſtanding becomes 
33 the 
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the dupe of the paſſions, conſcience is 


led hoodwinked by appetite, and the 


man is ſhamefully ſunk in the brute, Bnt 
the alarm muſt be louder than thunder, 
which awakens the thoughtleſs, the 
ſenſual and the ſelfiſh to ſerious reflec. 
tion; and it muſt be repeated every 
hour, elſe they will ſlumber and ſleep 
again, 


Water has in 1ts natural coldneſs a 
tendency to congeal; and, once reduced 
to ice, has no principle in itſelf to re- 
cover from that torpid ſtate. The cauſe 
of change muſt come from without. To 
diſſolve and reſtore it to its liquid ſtate, 
the ſun muſt ſhine, the wind muſt blow: 
withdraw the action of air and fire, and 
it will gradually freeze again. In like 
manner, without any cauſe from without, 
the human body, by a principle of cor- 
ruption within itſelf, muſt ſpeedily diſ- 
ſolve and be deſtroyed; and the human 
mind, by a ſimilar internal principle of 
moral corruption, degenerates from de- 
pravity to depravity, till, loſt to ſhame, 
fear, remorſe, and, at length, to feeling, 

men 
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men come to commit iniquity with gree- 
dineſs, and to glory in their ſhame. To 
preſerve the body in life, there mull be 
conſtant ſupplies of nouriſhment admini- 
ſtered; and to preſerve the ſoul in health, 
there muſt be © line upon line, precept 


upon precept, here a little and there a 
© little.” 


It is truly affecting to ſee men enlight- 
ened and perſuaded, yet wedded to their 
luſts; clearly informed of the right path, 
but wilfully and deliberately perſiſting in 
error; hardening themſelves againſt 
God, and yet thinking to proſper; ac- 
knowledging God in words, but in 
works denying him. 


Theſe obſervations are all ſtrikingly 
exemplified in the character and conduct 
of Balaam, of which we attempted to 
give you a general idea in the laſt Lec- 
ture, and to which were added ſome 
obſervations tending to. elucidate his 


lingular hiſtory. We are now to enter 
Bb 4 on 
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LECT. on the particular detail of it, as it is de. i 
uv: 5 | 
w—— lvered in the ſacred record, t 
t 
c 


The Ifraelitiſh nation was now in the 
laſt year of their peregrination through 
— the wilderneſs; their civil and religious 

government were fully ſettled, and the 
Theocracy finally eſtabliſhed. They 
were now approaching the banks of the 
Jordan: and by their number, order 
and diſcipline, ſtriking terrour into all 
the neighbouring nations. Two kings, 
their armies and their people, have 
already fallen before their victorious 
arms; and nothing is left to oppoſe their 
progreſs to Canaan, but the river, the 
boundary itſelf of the promiſed land. 
They pitch their camp quietly in the 
plains of Moab, expecting the ſignal 
from their divinè leader and commander 
to paſs over, conquer, and take pol- 
ſeſſion. Their warlike array and recent 
ſucceſſes, have alarmed the apprehen- 
ſions of Balak, king of Moab, as their 
proſperity and proſpetts had excited his 
envy and jealouſy. Diffident of his 


ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, either to repel invaſion, if at- LECT 
tacked by ſo powerful an adverſary, or -_ 
to attack them firſt, and endeavour to 
obſtruct their progreſs, he enters into an 
alliance with the people of Midian, for 

their mutual ſecurity and defence. And 

even then, ſtill doubtful of the force of 

their united arms, they agree to employ 

the arts of divination, in aid of the {word, 

and dream of conquering by the power 

of enchantment, thoſe whom they were 

afraid to encounter 1n the held. To ſuch 

baſe, ſuch wretched ſhifts do princes and 

nations reſort, to gratify pride, ambition 

or revenge. For this purpoſe, they ſend 

a joint embaſſy to Balaam, the ſon of 


Beor, a noted ſoothſayer in the neigt. 
bourhood. 


Balak and Moab had degenerated 
from the faith of Lot, their forefather, 
and were ſunk into idolatry; it is there- 
ſcte no wonder to ſee them of a jealous 
and hoſtile ſpirit towards Hrael, their 
brother. A principle of religion, con- 
ſiſting in the fear and love of God, is 
the 
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LECT. the great bond of union among men; it 
— ſtrengthens the ties of natural dos 
and even conciliates friendſhip between 
enemies; but irreligion, or what is 
worſe, an erroneous principle of reli. 
gion, turns men looſe againſt each other, 
diſſolves ſociety, and fattens the earth 
with human blood. We cannot help re- 
collecting, alas! that Abraham and Lot, 
the uncle and nephew, the progenitors 
of the two nations, were under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſeparating from each other, on 
account of their increaſing wealth; and 
we ſee, many years after they were laid 
in the duſt, the ſelf ſame cauſe, whetting 
the ſpirits and the ſwords of their pol: 
4 terity, and arming them for their mutual 
[| deſtruction. The whole world is a poſ- 
| ſeſſion too ſcanty for avarice and am- 
bition; the ſucceſs of one ſeems to be a 


1 xr — 
— 


diminution of the happineſs of another; 0 
| and even the immenſe ocean is crim- _ 
| ſoned with gore, that one may enjoy } 
| ſole and ſullen empire; as if that vaſt 

] 
tions of two tribes of ants on yonder ; 


| 
| 
ſpace could not accommodate the opera- 
| | : mole- 
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mole-hill. Bleſſed world, where envy LECT. 
and ſtrife ſhall rage no more; where 14 
there is bread enough and to ſpare, 
room enough and to ſpare; where the 


felicity of every one is an acceſſion of 
felicity to every one! 


Balaam 1s deſcribed in ſcripture by p 
his parentage, his country and profeſſion. 
He was the ſon of Beor, or Boſor, the 
difference of which pronunciation is 11 
accounted for, from the difference of 
dialect in the oriental languages. The 14 
father exiſts to us only in his name, and by 
in the hiſtory of his ſon: and happy had 1 
it been for that ſon, to have left behind 
him nothing too but a mere name, in- 
ſtead of one loaded with infamy and 
deteſtation. Pethor, the place of his 
reſidence, was a city of Aram, or Me- 
ſopotamia, the very country where 
Abraham himſelf was born, and where 
he reſided till his ſeventy- fifth year; the 
native country of Rebekah, the wife of 
Iſaac; the country where Jacob paſſed. 


a great part of his youthful years; Where 
he 
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LE 3 he married; where all his children, ex. 
—cept Benjamin, were born, and whence 
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he obtained the name of a Syrian, 
Pethor was ſituated on the river Euphra- 
tes, called the River, by way of emi. 
nence or diſtinction, it being the largeſt 
in the country; and thence, in many 
paſſages * of ſcripture, ſtiled the great 
River. The country adjacent, to a vaſt 
diſtance, being plain, it was favourable 
to the obſervation of the heavenly, bodies; 
and accordingly we find, the ſcience of 
aſtronomy was early cultivated there; 
and the pretended ſcience of aſtrology, 
that 1s, the power of foretelling future 
events, from the appearances and ſup- 
poſed influence of the ſtars, was ſpeedily 
grafted upon it. Pride, preſumption, 
and a little knowledge, ſoon arrogated 
to themſelves a power of controling 
theſe great luminaries, which ſeem in 
perpetual motion to encompaſs our 
earth, and of ſuſpending, or altering 
their influences; and 1gnorance, ſuper- 
ſition and credality eaſily admitted the 
inſolent claim, and reſorted to it. This 
| was 
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was apparently the profeſſion of Ba- LECT. „ 
laam, for in the book of joſhua, he is 1 
expreſsly termed “ the ſoothſayer.“ It 1 
was probably to his ſkill and power as | 
| an aſtrologer, that Balak had recourſe [ 

for aſſiſtance againſt Iſrael, and when | il 
we come to his prophecy itſelf, we | 
ſhall meet with ſome, and theſe not ob- | 
ſcure, alluſions to that art. 


The meſſage put into the mouths of 
theſe ambaſſadors, is {ſtrongly expreſſive 
of terrour and conſternation. *© There 
* 1s a people come out from Egypt: be- 
* hold, they cover the face of the earth, 
and they abide over againſt me."* 
The dreadful plagues inflicted on Egypt, | 
in effecting Krael's deliverance, had been | 
heard at the diſtance of Moab; and | 
though forty years have elapſed, they | | 

| 
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are neither forgotten, nor have loſt their 
impreſſion. Fear ever magnihes its ob- 
Jet; © they cover the face of the 
earth: the word is, the. eye or / _ nn 


* Verſe 5. | . 
O 
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LECT. of the earth; their tents extend ſo far, 


— that the earth and they ſeem to have 


one limit, and they are marſhalled fo 
cloſe, that no ground can be ſeen.— 
Another image, ſtrongly expreſſive of 
the ſame paſſion, is that in the fourth 
verſe. © Now will this company lick 
© up all that ere round about us, as the 
* ox licketh up the graſs of the field.” 
Lick up,” it is the ſame word which 
is uſed 1 Kings, xviu. 38. to expreſs the 
action of devouring fire. Then the 
fire of the Lord fell, and conſumed 
the burnt-ſacrifice, and the wood, and 
* the ſtones, and the duſt, and licked 
* up the water that was in the trench.”* 
The ox, as he feeds calmly and ſtately 
along, employs his tongue only, and 
the graſs periſheth, without puſhing with 
the horn, or ſtamping with the foot, 
actions that denote ſtrength and exer- 
tion, but by the eaſy motion of a ſoft 
and pliant film of fleſh, he ſweeps away 
all before him; thus eaſily and certain- 


* 1 Kings, xvii. 38. 


ly, 


ly, Balak apprehends, was Iſrael ad- 
vancing to his and his people's deſtruc- 


tion. 


And how was this approaching plague 
to be reſiſted or averted ? © Come now 
therefore, I pray thee, curſe me this 
% people, for they are too mighty for 
* me: peradventure I ſhall prevail, that 
* we may {mite them, and that I may 
* drive them out of the land: for I 
* wot that he whom thou bleſſeſt, is 
« bleſſed, and he whom thou curſeſt, is 
* curſed.”* We have here an aſſem- 
blage of all the baſer and more con- 
temptible paſſions of the human mind, 
called forth and led on by the predo- 
minant one of fear: a low, grovelling 
ſuperſtition, expecting from magical 
ſpells, what ought to have been ſought 
for from wiſdom and valour ; unpro- 
voked violence and cruelty, in ſeeking 
the deſtruction of a people, who were 
dwelling peaceably by him, and who 


* Verſe 6. 
had 
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LL 8 had given ſuch ſtrong and recent proof 
— Of their moderation, in ſubmitting to a 


tedious and difficult march round the 
whole land of Edom, rather than of. 
fend an unkind brother, who had refuſed 
a paſſage through his land, which they 
could eaſily have cut with the ſword: 
and unmanly, abje& adulation of a vile 
wizard, whom he ſuppoſed capable of 
ferving his turn. On the other hand, 
the two great leading paſſions of Ba- 
laam's ſoul, vanity and covetouſneſ, 
were likely to be gratified to the full. 
How would his heart exult, to ſee a 
train of princes ſtanding at his gate, 
and preſents, worthy of kings to be- 
ſtow, poured down at his feet! A pro- 
phet indeed, would have known from 
the beginning, that the application was 
nugatory, and that it maſt come to no- 
thing; and an honeſt man would have 


rejected it with firmneſs, and perſevered 


in that rejection. But we ſee his heart 
is won from the firſt moment, and all 
that follows is a wretched ſtruggle be- 
tween inclination and conſcience, 1n 
which 
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which the former, at length, carries off L 7 T. 


the victory. WY 


He receives the meſſengers with great 
courtely, and accommodates them in 
his houſe; for even a miſer can be hoſ- 
pitable, if he be ſure of gaining by it. 
Abraham's ſervant, followed by a ca- 
mel loaded with the good things of Ca- 
naan, can eaſily force open the doors 
of ſuch a man as Laban, or Balaam. 
He affects an air of great myſtery ; he 
cannot give his reſponſe immediately. 
Night, the ſeaſon of incantation and 
dreams, muſt intervene ; and, horrible 
to think, the great and dreadful name 
of Jehovah is interpoſed, to ſanction 
and conceal the wicked purpoſes of a 
heart hunting after its covetouſneſs; 
and he promiſes to report in the morn- 
ing, the reſult of his conſultation. How | 
faithfully the report was made, the ſe- . 
quel will ſhew. | 


It appears, on the face of the hiſtory, 
that God waited not for an application 
Vor. IV. Co from 


— ä——ũ— — * * 
mug — — 


386 HISTORY OF BALAAM, 


LECT: from Balaam, concerning this buſineſs, 
. but whether in a dream, a viſion, or 
by a voice, prevented him, with an 
enquiry concerning the deputation from 
Moab. In many inſtances, Jehovah is 
repreſented as drawing information 
from mens own mouths, of what evi. 
dently lay revealed to his all-ſceing eye, 
and thus making their folly and wicked. 
neſs to expoſe, reprove, and condemn 
themſelves. © And God came unto Ba- 
*& laam, and ſaid, what men are theſe 
« with thee?”* This queſtion muſt have 
put the prophet into great agitation. 
Awful is the voice ,of the Eternal, at 
whatever ſeaſon, in whatever form, and 
on whatever occaſion it is heard! How 
awful then to a bad man, harbouring an 
ill defign, ſhutting wilfully his own eyes, 
and yet flattering himſelf, and ſaying, 
* doth God ſee, and is there knowledge 
* with the Moſt High? That he con- 

| fidered the very queſtion as ominous, 
and fatal to the cauſe of his avarice and 


* Verſe 9. 
vain- 
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vain- glory, is evident from the circum- LECT. 
ſtantiality of his anſwer. It diſcovers a 
ſoul tremblingly alive to the voice of 
intereſt: it is minute and particular, as 
if, by a parade of words he could de- 
ceive his Maker into an approbation of 
his purpoſe and deſire. What then 
muſt have been his chagrin and diſap- | 
pointment, when a prohibition, ſo pe- 8 14 
remptory and poſitive, in a moment ul 
blaſted all his proſpects of gain and 


preferment |! 


© And God ſaid unto Balaam, Thou 
* ſhalt not go with them, thou ſhalt 
*not curſe the people, for they are 
V WH © bleſſed.”* The application had two 
objects in view, permiſſion to go into 
8. the land of Moab, and liberty to curſe 
85 the children of Iſrael, and both meet 
8e with a flat denial. He muſt not ac- 
company the ambaſſadors, to him who | 
ſent them ; neither muſt he, either at — Bay 
home or abroad, in this place or in | 

| 


* Verſe 12. ; 

5 — 
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LECT. that, preſume to curſe, or in any ſhape 


XIV 


—-— whatever to moleſt that people. And, 


as if the ſternneſs of interdiction had 


not been ſufficient, a reaſon is aſſigned, 
for they are bleſſed.” The command. 


ments of God, in general, are ſo clear, 


that it is impoſſible to miſunderſtand 


them; it is not 1gnorance, but preſump- 
tion, that ruins mankind. 


Balaam, however reluctant, muſt next 
morning deliver an account of the night's 
ſucceſs; and we find he does it in a very 


partial and imperfect manner. When 


he reported the meſſage of Balak to God, 
having to do with the great Searcher of 
hearts, with whom diſguiſe avails no- 
thing, he is accurate and diſtinct ; but 
in carrying back the anſwer of God, 
having to do with men, who knew no 


more than he had a mind to communi 


cate to them, he delivers it in terms 


calculated only to ſtimulate the eager- 


neſs of the king of Moab, by encou- 
raging a hope that ſomething might be 
extorted, by dint of importunity and 


perſeverance; or, that perhaps he might 
| be 
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be allowed to do that at a diſtance, 
which he might not do by a nearer ap- 
proach, The command was clear and 
full, © Thou ſhalt not go with them,” 
but in the mouth of Balaam it is muti— 
lated and perverted: © the Lord re- 
*« fuſeth to give me leave to go with 
you.“ This ſatisfies Balak at once, 
that the prophet's good will was with 
him; that it was not from want of in- 
clination, that the meſſengers returned 
without him; and, he juſtly concludes, 
that with ſuch a proportion of the man 
on his ſide, it would not be difficult to 
make the reſt to follow. 


The father of lies himſelf will ſpeak 
truth, when it makes for his purpole ; 
and Satan will quote ſcripture, if he 
can but deceive by it; as in his tempta- 
tion of our Saviour in the wilderneſs. 
But then there is always ſome material 
circumſtance diſguiſed, perverted or 


ſuppreſſed: and thereby a different 


* Verſe 13. 
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meaning 1s conveyed from what was in. 


w—— tended. The word of God, then, is 


handled deceitfully, not only when it is 
wreſted, and made to ſpeak a language 
not its own, but when any part of the 
truth is purpoſely, artfully and wilfully 
concealed; and he © who ſhuns to de. 
te clare the whole counſel of God,” is 
equally criminal with him who pre— 
ſumes to deliver, as the word of God, 
what wants the ſtamp of his authority, 
Balaam ſimply relates, that he is not 
permitted to go; not a ſyllable of the 
prohibition to curſe Iſrael, nor of the 
reaſon aſſigned for that prohibition. 


As the meſſage loſt much by the way 
between God and the princes of Moab, 
from Balaam's manner of rehearſing it: 
ſo it loſes ſtill more between Balaam 
and their maſier, from their mutilated 
and partial report: ſo that by the time 
it reaches Balak, an entirely different 
turn and meaning is given to it. The 
words of the oracle are, © Thou ſhalt 
© not go with them; thou ſhalt not 

| “ curſe 


3 
S 


\- 
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© curſe the people, for they are bleſſ- 
ed: * rehearſed by Balaam, © the 
Lord refuſeth to give me leave to go 
* with you: T reported by the ambaſ- 
ſadors, © Balaam refuſeth to come with 
eus. . Thus, by the alteration of a 
few circumſtances, even without a di- 


rect violation of truth, by paſſing through 


a very. few hands, a plain propoſition is 
made to contradict itſelf: and if we add 
to the eaſineſs of varying facts, by vary- 
ing phraſes, and modes of expreſſion; 
the difference, ſtill more eaſily made, 


by the infinite diverſity of tones, looks 


and geſture, we ſhall not be ſurpriſed 
to find, what frequently happens, a 
man made to ſay diametrically the re- 
verſe of what he did ſay, and what he 


intended. 


Balak having received this anſwer as 
the prophet's, with great colour of rea- 


* Verſe 12. 
+ Verſe 13. 
+ Verſe 14. 


C0 4 {on, 


— . — ͤbdͤ ˙— oa 4.4. 


14 
3 
1 
4 


LECT, 
XIV. 


HISTORY OF BALAAM, 


392 


ſon, conſiders it as a mere artifice, em- 


— ployed with a view to raiſe his price and 


importance; and he hopes to conquer 
Balaam's reluctance, by aſſiduity, per- 
ſeverance, preſents and flattery: for both 
good and bad men judge of others by 
themſelves: and apprized, it would ap- 
pear, of Balaam's weak ſide, ambition 
and avarice, he diſpatches a ſecond 
embaſly, conſiſting of a greater number 
of perſons, and of ſtill higher rank, with 
this weighty and importunate addreſs: 
Thus ſaith Balak, the ſon of Zippor, 
Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee 
from coming unto me: for I will pro- 
% mote thee unto very great honour, 
* and I. will do whatſoever thou ſayeſt 
© unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, 
* curſe me this people.”** How flat- 
tering all this to a worldly, ſelfiſh mind! 
Balak puts a chart blanche into his 
hands; leaves him to name his own 
terms. All the honour which a king 
could beſtow, all the wealth of Moab 1s 


* Verſe 16, 7. 
before 
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before him; the very things which his LECT. 
ſoul luſted after. Bleſſed Jeſus, thou 
chief of the prophets, even the prince 

of this world, the chief of tempters, 

when he came, found nothing in thee! 

found no weak ſide, no vulnerable part. 1 
The kingdoms of this world, and the 
glory of them, dazzled not thine eyes: 
to the loudeſt calls of nature thou turn- 4 
edſt a deaf ear. The applauſe of men | 
thou didſt deſpiſe; thou ſoughteſt not 
thine own glory, but the glory of Him 
that ſent thee: thy © meat and drink 
*.was to do the will of Him that ſent 
« thee,” 


Balaam had now been at the ſummit 
of his wiſhes, but for a ſtern, pointed 
command of God; which, like a drawn 
ſword, hung by a ſingle hair over his 
head. Shocking dilemma! He is goad- 
ed on by deſires as impetuous as ever 
took poſſeſſion of a proud and covetous 
mind ; he 1s bridled in by a prohibition, 
as decifive as words could make it. 
For a moment we are in hope that the 


good 
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LEE 5 good principle- has got the rin 
= that the fear, if not the love of God is 
ſhed abroad in his heart. Who could 
ſpeak better? © If Balak would give 
* me his houſe-full of filver and gold, I 
* cannot go beyond the word of the 
“Lord my God, to do leſs or more.”* 
It is the very ſentiment of chaſte and 
virtuous Joſeph, when ſolicited by temp- 
tation of a different ſort. But here is 
the difference: —Joleph fled from temp- 
tation, and overcame: Balaam tam- 
pered with 1t, and fell, Even the worſt 
of men feel themſelves under a neceſſity, 
for their intereſt's ſake, to ſave appear- 
ances; and ſomething muſt be ſaid, at 
leaſt, to {till the clamours of conſcience. 
Unhappy man! ſteady, himſelf, to his 
own baſe and wicked purpoſe, he is 
weak enough to entertain the hope, 
that the great, the unchangeable je- 
hovah may depart from his. Thus 
deceiving himſelf, it is no wonder to ſee 
him attempting to deceive the king of 


aw. EC. r r -- Dw. 


* Verſe 18. 
Moab's 
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Moab's meſſengers into the expettation 
of a reſponſe more favourable to their 
united wiſhes. Accordingly, he cour- 
teoully invites them to lodge with him 
that night alſo; if, peradventure, there 
might be obtained a reverſal of the 
decree. 


And now the ſable curtain is drawn, 
and Balaam 1s left alone, and no eye 
ſees him but the all-ſeeing eye of God. 
Without waiting to be conſulted, and 
the prophet, without doubt, was both 
afraid and aſhamed to venture on this 
ſecond rencounter, God again prevents 
him, and tacitly, though not directly, 
charges him with having invited this 
ſecond application, in the face of a po- 
ſitive and decided anſwer. Balaam and 
Balak are both men of this world, and 
having one and the ſame ſpirit to go- 


vern them, they readily underſtand each 


other. Balaam evidently courts a ſecond 
addreſs; and Balak 1s not flow to pay 
it. Now, this 1s the very thing which 
gives fo great and ſuch juſt offence to a 

holy 


396 HISTORY OF BALAAM, 


LECT. holy God—that two preſumptuous, ſelf. 


XIV. 


— im wretches ſhould preſume to imagine, 


that the counſels of Heaven could be 
ſhaken, in compliance with their hu- 
mour or intereſt. * And God came 
* unto Balaam at night, and ſaid unto 
* him, If the men come to call thee, 
* riſe up, and go with them; but yet 
* the word which 1 ſhall ſay unto thee, 
that ſhalt thou do.““ The word 


might have been rendered, Sceing the 


* men have come to call thee. Balaam, 
you have carried, thus far, your point. 
* A more honourable embaſly attends 
„you. Your deſire is to go: you are 
* unable to withſtand the allurements 
* of riches and honour: you know the 
e better courſe, but will purſue the 
e worſe, Well then, fulfil thy deſire. 


I have declared my will; but thou 


« preferreſt thine own. I have ſaid, go 
* not; curſe not; but the demon of gain, 
% Mammon, ſays, go and curſe, Obey 
* him. Go, and take the conſequence.” 


* Verſe 20. Thi 
IS 
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This is clearly the language of the per- LECT: 
miſſion given him to accompany the 
meſſengers. And can there be a clearer = 
proof of the divine diſpleaſure, than 4 
when God yields to men, and gives in 
them their own way? © My people,” 
ſays God, © would not hearken to my 
* voice, and Iſrael would none of me; 
* ſo I gave them up unto their own 
* heart's luſt, and they walked in their = 
** own counſels. O that my people had 1 
* hearkened unto me, and Ifrael had 1 
„valked in my ways! I ſhould ſoon li 
* have ſubdued their enemies, and 
turned my hand againſt their adver- 
ſaries. The. wickedneſs of the old 
world at length overcame the patience | 
of God; and he ſaid, © My Spirit ſhall 
* not always ſtrive with man:“ and ſo 7 
they were left to eat and drink, to | 
dance and to play; but then the waters | 
| 
| 


of a deluge were at no great diſtance: 
and when God ſays, concerning a people, 

or an individual, © Ephraim is join- 

* ed to idols, let him alone;” ſhort of 


* Pſalm Ixxxii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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hell, it is the worſt that can befal 
them. 


Balaam flattered himſelf and the 
Moabites, with hearing more from God; 
but, as the puniſhment of abuſing the 


light he had, he hears 4% than before; 


and the viſion is obſcured to the man 


who had wilfully ſhut his own eyes, 
He was formerly forbidden either to go, 
or to curſe, He is now, at his peril, 
allowed to go: but ſhould he be ſo raſh 
as to proceed on ſo ſlender a warrant, 
he is, at his pen], warned to walk by 
the inſtructions which ſhould be given 
him. How eaſily men believe, how 
promptly they obey, when the doctrine 
tallies with their prejudices; when the 
precept coincides with their inclinations, 
or their intereſt, Balaam is weak, I 
ought to have ſaid, wicked enough, to 
imagine his way perfectly clear. Having 
carried, as he thought, one eſſential 


point, all the reſt, he preſumes, will 
follow of courſe. Who ſo quick-ſight- 


ed as a covetous man purſuing his 
| gain? 


fal 
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gain? And yet, who ſo ſtupid and dull, LECT. 


as the man whoſe eyes the God of this 


world hath blinded? Balaam is up be- 
times in the morning, equipped for his 
journey, on his way for the land of 
Moab. For the children of this world 
* are in their generation wiſer than the 
* children of light.“ And there, for 
the preſent, we ſhall leave him, with 
this melancholy, mortifying reflection — 
That a corrupted heart has infinitely 
greater power to pervert a ſound under- 
ſtanding, and a well-informed conſci- 
ence; than an intelligent conſcience and 
a clear head, have to reform and purify 
a corrupted heart. If God permit, we 
ſhall continue the hiſtory next Lord's 
day. May grace and wiſdom be grant- 
ed us to make a proper uſe of it; and 
to God's holy name be praiſe. Amen. 


Luke xvi. 8. 0 


' LECTURE 


* 
* 
7 
4 
} 
= . 
k 
. 
: 
k - 
: 
0 
1 
* 
FS 
7 
* 
1 
0 
: 
. 
it 
* 
* 
. 


— 


—— — eaten 


7 f — — — 
- 


——— » >. 


rr — 


x x 


= 3 end 
— oo 


o — — — 


HISTORY or BALAAM. 


rann . 


2 PETER ii. 15, 16. 


THESE==ARE GONE ASTRAY, FOLLOWING THE 
WAY OF BALAAM, THE SON OF BOSOR, WHO 
LOVED THE WAGES OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ; 
BUT WAS REBUKED FOR HIS INIQUITY: THE 
DUMB ASS, SPEAKING WITH MANS VOICE, 
FORBAD THE MADNESS OF THE PROPHET. 


85 ordinary powers of nature, if 


we conſider them attentively, are 


no leſs wonderful in themſelves, and are 
not leſs a proof of the power and wil- 
dom of God, than thoſe extraordinary 
gifts which have been beſtowed, and 
thoſe preternatural powers which have 
been exerciſed at particular ſeaſons, and 
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for ſpecial purpoſes; and which have 
excited the admiration and aſtoniſhment 
of one part of mankind, and the incre- 
dulity of another. That a company of 
illiterate men ſhould ſuddenly, and with. 
out inſtruction or ſtudy, be endowed 
with the gift of readily ſpeaking various 
languages, juſtly raiſes our wonder, and 
conveys to our minds a very lofty idea 
of that divine intelligence which can 
communicate ſuch power unto men: 
but we overlook the wonder equally 
great, becauſe it is continually occur- 
ring, of the common gift of ſpeech, and 
the conveyance of thought by it; and 
the acquiſition of language by means of 
letters and memory. That a dumb als 
ſhould ſpeak with man's voice, and the 
dull aſs reaſon, fills us with ſurprize, 
becauſe the inſtance is ſingular and un- 
paralleled ; but the gradual increaſe of 
the human body, the imperceptible ex- 
panſion of the powers of the human 
mind, pals for a thing of courſe; though 
the hand of God be conſpicuous in the 


one caſe as in the other. Nothing 15 
incredible 
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incredible to them who know the ſcrip- 
tures, and the power of God: nothing 
is incredible to him who attends, with 
any degree of application, to the ope- 
rations of his own mind; and to what, 
in the ordinary courſe of human affairs, 
is every hour preſſing upon his obſerva- 
tion, 


In a crowded aſſembly, without the 
utterance of a ſingle ſound, by one 
glance of the eye, the inmoſt thoughts, 
the moſt ſecret emotions, ſhall, quick 
as lightning, be conveyed from ſoul to 
ſoul : and the ſtranger be unable to in- 
termeddle with, to partake of, the ſor- 
row or the joy. Let the veil of night 
be ſpread ever ſo thick, and the uſe of 


ſight ſuſpended, as if the eye-ball were 


extinguiſhed, the vibration of a little 
film of fleſh ſhall diſſipate the gloom, 
and convey the accents of affection or 
of woe to the ear and the heart of ſym- 
pathy. Place the diameter of the globe 
between my friend and me, by an art 
lubtle as the magic ſpell, what I know 
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L RET and feel in the frozen regions of the 
— north, ſhall flee on the ſwift wings of 
the wind, and touch his foul under the 
more clement {ky of the oppoſite hemi. 
ſphere. Knowing from experience al] 
this to be true, hiſtory can record no 
fact, promiſe ſuſpend, before my eyes, 
no future event too wonderful for me 
to believe. The omniſcience, omnipo- 
tence, and infinite goodneſs of God 
once admitted, every difficulty vaniſhes, 
Is there any thing too hard for the 
Lord to perform? No: Then Sarah 
conceives a ſon at ninety years old; the 
dumb aſs reproves the madneſs of his 
maſter; unlettered fiſhermen ſpeak with 
tongues ; the dead ſhall ariſe; all thele 
things ſhall be diflolved, and © new 
* heavens, and a new earth, wherein 
* dwelleth righteouſneſs,” ſhall be 
expanded, to endure for ever and 
ever. 


Having premiſed theſe things, not 
altogether foreign, we truſt, to our ſub- 


je, we proceed to the farther proſecu- 
tion 
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tion of a hiſtory, as ſingular, and as LECT. 
inſtructive, perhaps, as any in Scrip- wu 


Balaam having obtained what he was 
willing to believe the conſent of God, 
to his journey into the land of Moab, 
for we eaſily believe what we wiſh, 144 
loſes not a moment in making prepara- | 
tion for it. He is mounted, and on 1 il 
his journey by the firſt dawning of the | 
day, as if afraid of prevention, by a 
revocation of the permiſſion; ill at eaſe 
m his mind, but ſmothering convic- 
tion, 1n the exultation of having princes | 
in his train, and in the proſpect of all 
the riches and honour which confede- 
rated kings had to beitow. Scripture 
gives us the 1dea of a holy violence 14 
offered unto God, with which he is 7 
well pleaſed, and to which he graciouſly 1 
ſubmits to yield; as when it is ſaid, 
the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth vio- - BY 
* lence, and the violent take it by | 1 
* force.” Hence the commandment, 1 F| 
* to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 11 | 


D d 3 66 gate, N | 1 


2 
— — — 
hy 2 — 


LECT. «6 
— 


XV. 


406 


HISTORY OF BALAA NM. 


gate,” to wreſtle and make ſupplica- 
— tion, to pray always, and not to 
* faint.” But there is alſo ſuggeſted the 
idea of an impious, a preſumptuous, 
and a fatal ſtrife and contention with 


our Maker, in which, wo be to the man 


that prevails. 
which worldly-minded Balaam offered : 


Such was the violence 


and how could he think to proſper? 
God, juſtly diſpleaſed at his perſeve- 


rance in a cauſe which he knew to be 
diſapproved of Heaven, leaves him not 
long in uncertainty reſpecting his will. 


The princes of Moab, it would ap- 


pear, had now left him, and were pro- 
ceeding with a quicker pace to apprize 
their maſter of the prophet's approach; 
and Balaam remains attended by only 
two of his own ſervants, when the an- 
gel of the Lord places himſelf in the 
way for an adverſary againſt him. We 
ſhall find, in the ſequel, the perſon 
ſtiled the Angel of the Lord, as in 
other places, ſo here, aſſuming the cha- 
racter, and exerciſing the prerogative 
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of Deity : for He it is that afterwards LECT. 
ſays, © The word that 7 ſhall ſpeak un- 


* to thee, that thou ſhalt ſpcak.” We 
are to underſtand, therefore, by this 
deſignation, the mighty, the uncreated 
Angel, by whom God made the worlds, 
the Eternal Word, which was in the be- 
ginning, which was with God, and 
which was God, and which, in the ful- 
neſs of time, was made fleſh, and dwelt 
among men: And they beheld his 
* olory, the glory as of the only be- 
* gotten of the Father, full of grace 
* and truth.“ But never, till now. 
did he appear in the character of an 
adverſary. We find him, on other oc- 
caſions, appearing to direct the wan- 
dering, to protect the weak, and to 
ſuccour the diſtreſſed ; as in the caſe of 
Hagar, Lot, and Jacob: but the face of 
the Lord 1s ſet againſt them that do evil. 
And now behold him in the way to 
check the progrels of pride, violence, 
and covetouſneſs. The great enemy, 


* John i. 14, 
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x LEO T. foe to God and man, 1s termed, by way 
— ol diſtinction, the Adverſary : but, lo! 


that awful character is aſſumed by a 
very different Being—by one, infinitely 
greater and mightier than him ; whoſe 
. wrath 1s infinitely more terrible ; who 
has power to ſave and to deſtroy ; and, 
if he take upon him that form, it is 
ſtill in conſiſtency with his gracious 
characters of good and merciful : it is 
to humble the proud, to prevent and 
counteract the cauſeleſs curſe; to dil- 
appoint malice, and make the purpoles 
of revenge recoil upon itſelf: it is to 
ſupport the friendleſs, to guard the in- 
nocent, and to relieve the miſerable. 


This formidable apparition was ob- 
ſerved neither by the prophet nor his 
ſervants. Neither the natural viſion of 
the latter, nor the extraordinary and 
ſupernatural ſagacity of the former, diſ- 
cerned any thing, ſave empty ſpace, 
where the dulleſt of brute animals de- 
{cried the preſence of Him, who makes 
all nature tremble at his nod; who © giv- 
« eth 
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te eth underſtanding to the prudent, and 
* to him that hath no might increaſeth 
« ſtrength.” Is not this a ſtriking re- 
preſentation of what daily comes to paſs 
in the courſe of Providence? We ſee 
men ſoaring in the clouds, with their 
eyes and imagination, while with their 
feet they ſtumble and fall into the ditch 
that is before them; poſlelling every 
kind of ſenſe, except common-ſenle ; 
pretending to ſuperior refinement, and 
yet {tupid and grols, in the plaineſt and 
moſt eſſential things. Thus the fimpli- 
city of the goſpel was © to the Jews a 
e ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks 
* fooliſhneſs: and on this very ac- 
count, the condeſcending Saviour of 
mankind 1s repreſented as rejoicing in 
ſpirit, and ſaying, © I thank thee, O 
“ Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
& becauſe thou hait hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt 
revealed them unto babes. Even ſo, 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
s fight,”* Thus God deſtroyeth the 


Matt. xi. 25, 26. 


de wiſdom 
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LECT. « wiſdom of the wiſe, and brings to no- 


XV, 


—  * thing the —— of the pru- 


& dent. 


What an object of terrour is here re- 
preſented as obſtructing the paſſage! 
An angel! The prince of angels, armed 
with a ſword, and that ſword drawn in 


his hand! What was the ſtrength of 


Egypt, in that dreadful night, when 


one of his flaming meſſengers walked 
through the midſt of it, and made all 
its firſt-born to bleed to death under his 
ſtroke? How eaſy had it been for that 
arm, with one ſtroke of that ſword, to 
have put an end to the life and mad- 
neſs of the prophet ! But he choſe to 
employ a meaner inſtrument, and there- 


by to vindicate to himſelf higher praiſe. 


There is a ſtriking progreſs deſcribed 
in the mode of admonition and reproof, 
adminiſtered to the prophet by the ſuc- 
ceſſive actions of the dumb creature. 


1 Cor. i. 19. 


Firſt, | 
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Firſt, © he turned aſide out of the way, L 1 5 T. 
and went into the field; a plain in- 
timation to his accuſtomed rider, that 
ſomething extraordinary obſtrutted his 
path. Thus, in many paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, the common inſtintts of the dulleſt 
animals, are employed to expole the 
greater thoughtleſſneſs and folly of ra- 
tional beings. © Aſk, now, the beaſts,” 
ſays Job, © and they ſhall teach thee; 
* and the fowls of the air, and they 
„ ſhall tell thee: or ſpeak to the earth, 
e and it ſhall teach thee; and the 
© fiſhes of the ſea {hall declare unto thee. 
c Who knoweth not in all theſe, that 
* the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
* this?”'* Hear, O heavens;” ſays 
God by Iſaiah, and give ear, O earth: 
for the Lord hath ſpoken: I have 
* nouriſhed and brought up children, 
* and they have rebelled againſt me, 
„The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
* als his maſter's crib ; but Ifrael doth 


* not know, my people doth not conſi- 


* Job xii. 7, 8, 9. 
der.“ 


4 —— — — TR % —-_ 
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& der.“ * © Yea, the ſtork in the 
heaven, ſaith God by another pro- 
phet, © knoweth her appointed times: 
* and the turtle, and the crane, and 
the ſwallow obſerve the time of their 
e coming; but my people know not 
the judgment of the Lord.“ Thus, 
in the paſſage before us, a more indi- 
rect reproof was given to the eagerneſs 
and ſpeed of Balaam, pricked on by the 
ſpur of covetouſneſs and ambition, by 
the action of the aſs, in deviating from 
the right path; and had not the eyes ol 
his underſtanding been blinded by the 
wages of unrighteouſneſs, this, without 
the viſion of an angel, might have 
taught him that the way in which he 
went was perverſe before God. But 
following only the blind impulſe of a 
carnal mind, he wreaks, in reiterated 
blows upon the unoffending brute, the 
reſentment which ought to have been 
levelled againſt his own raſhneſs and 


* Iſaiah i, 2, 3. 


f Jer. viii. 7. 
preſump- 
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preſumption. Who was here moſt wor- LECT. 
thy of ſtripes? Let the adage of the 8 


wiſe man determine. A whip for the 
e horſe, a bridle for the aſs, and a rod 
“ for the fool's back.” 


Behold the patience and long-ſuffer- 
ing of God. The aſs, by dint of blows, 
is forced back again into the road, and 
the angel himſelf gives place and re- 
tires. Folly and obſtinacy ſeem to have 
carried off the victory; but alas, how 
ſhort is the triumph of impiety! If om- 
nipotence yield, it is only to meet the 


ſinner on ground more difficult and 


dangerous. The heavenly meſſenger 
now takes his ſtand in a place where 
there was no way to eſcape, “a wall 
* on this ſide, and a wall on that,” 
and a flaming ſword, wielded by the 
arm of the great Archangel, in front, 
to oppole. There is no way of ſafety 
but in turning back and fleeing for life, 
and yet he will madly puſh on to his 


own deſtruction. When men are once 


engaged in a way that is not good, 


difficulty 
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LECT: difficulty only ſtimulates their ardour; 
w=—— they ruſh on through danger to danger, 


till they involve themſelves in inevitable 
deſtruction; according to the fearful pro- 
greſs deſcribed by the prophet, — Fear, 
* and the pit, and the ſnare ſhall be upon 
* thee, O inhabitant of Moab, ſaith the 
* Lord. He that fleeth from the fear 
* ſhall fall into the pit, and he that get- 
* teth up out of the pit, ſhall be taken 
* in the ſnare: for I will bring upon it, 
even upon Moab, the year of their viſi- 
* tation, ſaith the Lord. They that 
* fled ſtood under the ſhadow of Heſh- 
* bon, becauſe of the force: but a fire 
« ſhall come forth out of Heſhbon, and 
* a flame from the midſt of Sion, and 
* ſhall devour the corner of Moab, and 
* the crown of the head of the tumul- 
© tuous ones.“ 


The reproof now becomes more diſ- 
tinct and direct. The wretched animal, 
urged on by his furious rider, hemmed 
in with a wall on either ſide, and op- 


* Jer. xlvili. 43, 44, 45. 
poſed 
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poſed in front as with a wall of fire, in 
making a deſperate effort to paſs by and 
advance, thruſts herſelf cloſe to the wall, 
and cruſhes the prophet's foot. Thus 
(low, thus reluctant, is a merciful God 
to proceed to judgment. He firſt warns 
and threatens : then touches the extre- 
mities, if peradventure the ſinner will 
take warning, and turn back; and not 
till all means have been tried and found 
ineffectual, is he provoked to ſtrike the 
deadly blow that reaches the heart, 


Mark on the other hand, by what 
dreadful degrees, finners harden them- 
ſelves againſt God, till they become loſt 
to feeling. The commiſſion of one fin 
as naturally leads to another, as every 
ſtep down a ſteep place accelerates the 
ſpeed of that which 1s to follow ; and 
yet tranſgreſſors vainly imagine it is in 
their power to ſtop when they pleaſe, or 
to turn egainſt the bias. One of the 
moſt fearful ſymptoms of a reprobate 
mind, 1s, when the very means of 


awakening, convincing, and converting, 
ſerve 
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ſerve as opiates to the conſcience, and 
increaſe that inſenſibility which they 
were meant to cure. If the conſtitution 
of the patient be ſo vitiated as to convert 
medicine into poiſon, diſſolution cannot 
be at a great diſtance, Affliction, that 
wholeſome, though unpalatable potion, 
never leaves the mind exactly where it 
found it. A cure is either begun by it, 
or the diſtemper is confirmed. The 
hiſtory of Balaam is the illuſtration of 
this poſition. The pain of his foot has 
only ſerved to whet the aſperity of his 
diſpoſition; and the more he 1s oppoſed, 
the more earneſt he 1s to get forwards. 
O that the children of light were thus 
perſeverant in a good cauſe, and noi 
weary of well-doing. 


It is aſtoniſhing that ſuperſtition, if not 
the fear of God, did not now turn him 
back. Surely never journey had a more 
ominous, inauſpicious beginning : but 
the paſſions by which he was actuated, 
are among the laſt to be diſcouraged ; 
on he drives, and the angel, in patience 

mixt 


in; 
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mixt with diſpleaſure, continues to re- 


LECT, 
XIV. 


treat, till at length the path becomes ſo - 


narrow, that it was impoſſible to turn to 
the right hand or to the left, when the 
patient brute, wearied and waſted with 
ſtripes, and ſcared with the dreadful 
viſion immediately before her eyes, at 
laſt ſinks to the earth under her burthen. 


This was the third ſtage of admonition 
and reproof. God firſt waves the flam- 
ing ſword, but cuts not, ſhakes the rod, 
but ſmites not. That being diſregarded, 
he puts forth his hand and ſmites the 
heel, but ſpares the vitals. He then pro- 
ceeds to block up the way, that the ſin- 
ner cannot paſs; but is conſtrained to 
fall down before him. Humanity is 
ſhocked as we proceed. The merciful 
© man is merciful to his beaſt, but the 
* tender -mercies of the wicked are 
* cruel.” Behold an old, ſimple, un- 
complaining drudge expiring under the 
angry blows of her unkind maſter. 'The 
very ſtones of the field are ready to cry 
out, and to upbraid the hard-hearted, 


Vor. IV. EE ungrate- 


L 


ECT. 
XV. 


418 HISTORY OF BALAAM, 


ungrateful wretch with his cruelty, 


—— © Balaam's anger was kindted, and he 


© ſmote her with a ſtaff.” 


In the hiſtory of the miracle which fol- 
lows, a multitude of reflections crowd 
upon us,—In the order and frame of na- 


ture, every creature of God has a ſpecial 


uſe and end; neither is there any ſchiſm, 
deficiency, or redundancy, permitted in 
the great body of the univerſe. Every 
thing is in its place; every thing is ful. 


filling the purpoſe of its Creator; and 


therefore nothing ought to be mean or 
contemptible in our eyes. — The great 
Lord of all, exerciſes a tender concern 
about the loweſt of the brute creation, 
provides for them, and reſents the crael- 


ty and injuſtice which are offered them. 


He feeds the ravens,” © the young lions 
* aſk their meat from God,” © he careth 
* for oxen,” © a ſparrow falleth not to 
* the ground without our heavenly Fa- 
* ther.” And lo, the dull aſs findeth 
compaſſion and an avenger, when under 
oppreſſion, from him whom angels wor- 


ſhip. 
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ſhip. Who ſo lofty as to be beyond his LECT: 1 | 
reach, as to defy his power? What ſo 1 
little as to be beneath his notice, or ſhut N 
out from his pity ?—There is of conſe- I 
quence a return of attention and tender- 1 
neſs due from the human race to every 3 | 
order of creatures below themſelves, and hiſt 
whoſe ſervices, whatever their faculties 
may be, Providence permits them to | 
employ either for pleaſure or for uſe. — [i 
The power and wiſdom which ſtationed 
every creature 1n 1ts proper place, and 
preſerves it there, can at pleaſure elevate 
it to a higher, or deprels 1t to a lower 
ſphere ; can confer upon it a force un- 
known before, or deprive it of what it 
formerly poſſeſſed; canbreak the ſtrength - 
of Egypt, by an army of frogs or flies, 
or preſerve Daniel unhurt in the midſt 
of the lions; can catch the ſerpent in 
his own craftineſs, and teach the dull aſs 
ſpeech and reaſon. 


The cunning of Satan, and the under- 
ſtanding of man, look out for likely, pro- 
miſing, and adequate inſtruments to carry 

E e 2 on 
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on their deſigns. The wiſdom of God 


chooſes to execute his by ſuch as are ap- 
parently weak, unpromiſing, and inade- 
quate. To ſeduce our firſt parents, the 
devil employed the agency of that crea- 
ture which was the moſt ſagacious of all 
the beaſts of the field. The moſt ſtupid, 
in the hand of the Almighty, was ſufh- 
cient to confound, and to convict, and 
to condemn, the proudeſt and moſt high- 
ly gifted of his race. And the goſpel of 
Chriſt becometh effectual unto ſalvation, 
not through the wiſdom of words, but 
by demonſtration of the ſpirit; for 
* God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
* the world, to confound the wiſe; and 
* God hath choſen the weak things of 
* the world, to confound the things 
* which are mighty; and baſe things of 
* the world, and things Which are de- 
* ſpifed, hath God choſen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to 
* nought things that are : That no fleſh 
* ſhould glory in his preſence.“* 


21 Cor. i. 27, 28, 29. 
Finally, 
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Finally, for we muſt make an end of 5 
our refleftions on the ſubjett—What — 


creature ſo brutiſh, as a rational being 
under the dominion of his luſts! The 
novelty of an aſs ſpeaking, reaſoning, 
remonſtrating, ſeems to have excited no 
aſtoniſhment in the furious prophet : he 
is not awakened to one ſentiment of 
compaſſion, nor of godly fear, by a phe- 
nomenon ſo ſingular. The only regret 
he feels, is the want of a deadly inſtru- 
ment to proſecute his reſentment to the 
full, Men moſt vainly, and in the face 
of experience, imagine, that ſuch and 
ſuch means of conviction would certain- 
ly work their effect. Nay, but if one 
* went from the dead they will repent;” 
but the truth 1s too well confirmed by 
every day's experience, to be called in 
queſtion, that if they hear not Moſes 
* and the prophets, neither will they be 


* perſuaded though one roſe from the 


dead.“ A miracle greater than even 


opening the als's mouth mult be per- 


* Luke xvi. 31. 


E e 3 formed, 
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LECT. formed, before Balaam be perſuaded. A 
XV. 3 
= heart wedded to gain, is not to be reaſon- 


ed out of its favourite purſuit; and un- 
belief, do what you will, always finds a 
ſtrong hold whereto it can reſort, and 
which it eaſily renders 1mpregnable. 
* Shew us a ſign from heaven, and we 
* will believe.“ Well, the very petu- 

lance of incredulity is humoured, the 
ſign is exhibited, Satan is caſt out, 
Surely they will now believe. No ſuch 
thing. This man caſteth out devils 
* by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.” 
—The eyes of Balaam are blinder, his 
heart more hard, than the tongue of the 
als is mute. | 


At length, God vouchſafes to effect 
that by a ſecond miracle, which had 
been obvious to a tender conſcience, 
much more to a prophetic eye, without 
any miracle at all ; and the angel ſtands 
conteſt to the ſight of the ſoothſayer, 
clothed in all his terrour. And now 
violence, ambition, and covetouſneſs, 


ſtand for a while ſuſpended, ſwallowed 
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up of fear at this alarming fight. His L K. 
eyes are no ſooner opened to ſee with ——— 
whom he had to contend, than he ſhuts 
them again in conſternation and aſto- 
niſhment ; © he bowed his head and fell 
« flat on his face,” What a miſerable 
figure a haughty man makes when caught 
in the ſnare ! How vain the expectation 
of fleeing from God, or of oppoſing him 
with ſucceſs! How dreadful it is to meet [ 
as an adverſary, him whole counſels we 1 
have ſlighted as a friend! Balaam has 
now the unſpeakable mortification of diſ- 
covering that he owed the preſervation 
of his life to the {lender ſagacity and diſ- 
cernment of the poor brute whom he 
had treated ſo unmercifully : and he is 
again aſſured, without reſerve or diſ- 
guiſe, that the deſign of this journey was 
highly odious and offenſive to God. 
« Behold, I went out to withſtand thee, 
* becauſe thy way is perverſe before me. 
e And the als ſaw me, and turned from 
* me theſe three times: unleſs ſhe had 
* turned from me, ſurely now alſo I had 
& {}ain thee, and ſaved her alive.““ 
* Verſe 32, 33. 
Ee 4 Bat 
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But though intimidated and con- 


— . — founded, his heart ſtill cleaves to © the 


* wages of unrighteouſneſs.” Diſap- 
probation could not be expreſſed in 


clearer and ſtronger words, than had 


all along been employed, © thou ſhalt 
* not go, thou ſhalt not curſe,” 1 
* went out to withſtand thee; thy way 
« 1s perverſe before me,” and yet he has 
the aſſurance to make 1t a matter of 
doubt whether God were diſpleaſed with 
him or not. A conſcience not quite 
callous, a heart not totally hardened 
like his, would have ſought inſtantly to 
retreat, thankful that his preſumption 
had not already coſt him his life ; but 
he cannot give up the hope of getting 


forward. © If it diſpleaſe thee, I will 


get me back again. Tit diſpleaſe 
* thee.” Could he doubt it? What 
kind of aſſurance would he have had ? 
And yet, wonderful to be told, the an- 


gel continues once more to give way; 


and Balaam has ftill the hardineſs to 


f Verſe 34. 


proceed; 
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proceed; and the iſſue proves the truth 
of the wiſe man's aſſertion : © He that 
« being often reproved hardeneth his 
„neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, 


% and that without remedy,”* 


The hiſtory now haſtens on to the 
meeting of Balaam and Balak ; the one 
eager to prevail over his enemies, by 
the power of enchantment; the other to 
poſſeſs himſelf of the riches and honours 
of Moab. The one lays aſide the ſtate 
of a king, and advances to his utmoſt 
border, out of reſpett to his expected 
gueſt, The other, with more ſpeed 
than became a prophet, haſtens to par- 
take of the prince's repaſt, little ſcru- 
pulous whether the bill of fare conſiſted 
of things offered unto 1dols or not. But 
happily for Iſrael, God, their protector, 

had put a hook in his noſe, and a bridle 
in his Jaws. He himſelf feels and ac- 
knowledges it, however reluctantly. 
* And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Lo, I 


* Prov. xxix. I. 
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te am come unto thee : have I now any 
* power at all to ſay any thing? The 


word that God putteth in my mouth, 
* that ſhall I ſpeak.”* 


The prophecy itſelf, one of the moſt 
beautiful paſſages in the ſacred hiſtory, 
though uttered by profane lips: and 
the power of God therein exemplified, 
in making the wrath of man to praiſe 
him, will furniſh uſeful matter for ano- 
ther diſcourſe.—Let what has been ſaid, 
be improved as a ſolemn warning to 
obſerve, regard, and ſubmit to the ad- 
monitions of God's word and provi- 
dence. Wo be to that man who ſees 


no angel ſtanding in the way of a ſin- 


ful career, till the angel of death ſtop 
him with his fatal dart. Let the checks 
of conſcience be liſtened to. Has the 
hand, or the foot, been bruiſed, retreat 
in time. There is a lion in the way. 
He that proves too ſtrong for his 
Maker, by a bold perſeverance in an 


* Verſe 38. 


evil 


HISTORY OF BALAAM, 427 


evil courſe, is only haſtening forward 
his own- deſtruction. The ſame perſon 
is the kindeſt friend, and the moſt for- 
midable adverſary. 


God can find an inſtrument to puniſh, 
in the meaneſt and moſt contemptible 
creature ; therefore deſpiſe none, abuſe 
none. Be not weary in well-doing. 
Take an example from Balaam, in re- 
ſpect of perſeverance; but chooſe an 
honeſter and worthier object of purſuit. 
Honour God with your ſuperior reaſon 
and uſe of ſpeech. Behold an aſs wiſe, 
and a prophet mad: bluſh at thy own 
folly, and be humble. 


Let us go, as has been already ſug- 
geſted, and learn wiſdom from the brute 
creation. © The ox knoweth his owner, 
e and the aſs his maſter's crib:” be in- 
ſtructed to acknowledge the hand that 
feeds thee: learn attachment to thy 
protector, learn gratitude to thy bene- 
factor, repay kindneſs with kindneſs.— 
Learn induſtry from the bee. © Go to 

* the 


* 
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LECT. © the ant, thou ſluggard ; conſider her 


XV. 
— — 


% ways, and be wiſe: which having no 
* guide, overſeer, or ruler, provideth 
© her meat in the ſummer, and gathereth 
* her food in the harveſt. How long 
“wilt thou ſleep, O ſluggard? When 
* wilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleep?““ 
“The hen gathereth her chickens under 
* her wings.”—* There be four things 
* which are little upon the earth, but 
* they are exceeding wile. The ants 
* are a people not ſtrong, yet they pre- 
* pare their meat in the ſummer; the 
* conies are but a feeble folk, yet make 


* they their houſes in the rocks; the 


* locuſts have no king, yet go they 
forth all of them by bands; the ſpider 
© taketh hold with her hands, and is in 
* kings palaces.“ T May God open our 
eyes, and diſpoſe our minds to receive in- 
ſtruction from every thing around us; and 


preſerve us from oppoſing his will; and 


make his way ſtraight before our face. 


®: Prov. M. 6, 7. 8, 9. 
1 Prov. xxx. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 


LECTURE 


HISTORY or BALAAM, 


LE CTU FE: VL 


NUMBERS XXII, 10. 


WHO CAN COUNT THE DUST OF JACOB, AND 
THE NUMBER OF THE FOURTH PART OF 18- 
RAEL? LET ME DIE THE DEATH OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS, AND LET MY LAST END BE LIKE 
HIS. 


_—_— conduct, as far as it is 
governed by the ſpirit of this 
world, exhibits a wretched and con- 
temptible, but a dangerous and fatal 
oppoſition to the will of God. Men 
would be happy in their own way; but " 
whether they ſucceed in their purſuits, | eU 
or whether they fail, they find them- | 
ſelves miſerable in the end. God is | 

conducting 


— 
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conducting us, if we would but be con- 
ducted, to real and ſubſtantial happi- 
neſs, but it is through a narrow gate, 
and along a path in many places ſtrew- 
ed with thorns. The proſperous ſuc- 
ceſſes of vanity and wickedneſs, like a 
ſweet poiſon, may afford a tranſient 
pleaſure in the moment of ſwallowing ; 
but laſting and unutterable anguiſh im- 
mediately ſucceeds. The bowels are 
torn with pain inſupportable, and the 
man dies, dies for ever, for the indul- 
gence and gratification of one poor in- 
{lant of time. But the ſacrifices we are 
enabled to make to God, and to the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, are hike 
a nauſeous medicine, which by means 
of a ſhort-lived diſguſt, re&tifies the 
conſtitution, ſweetens the blood, con- 
firms health, and prolongs a happy 
exiſtence. The grievouſneſs of afflic- 
tion in due ſeaſon © yields the peace- 
* able fruits of righteouſneſs to them 


* who are exerciſed thereby.” 


In 
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In whatever way men chooſe to live, LE CT. 
and very different are the roads which gy 


they take, they have but one idea, one 
wiſh, one prayer, in the proſpett of 
death and eternity. When a man finds 
himſelf on the brink of the world of 


ſpirits, it will afford him but ſlender 


conſolation, to reflect that he has lived 
long enough to amaſs a fortune, to en- 
joy a banquet, to attain a poſt of ho- 
nour, to acquire a name. And he will 
feel as little pain and mortification; on 
the other hand, in recollecting that he 
has paſſed life in obſcurity, that he has 
ſtruggled with poverty, that he has 
endured unmerited reproach. But this 
1s the folly and the miſery of man; we 
eagerly imbibe and follow the ſpirit of 
this world while we hve; and fondly 
dream of aſſuming, in one propitious 
inſtant, the ſpirit of heaven, when we 
come to die, We think of paſling our 
thirty or forty years with the gay, the 
giddy, and the vain; as if that could 
be a preparation for an eternity with 
God, and angels and the ſpirits of juſt 


: men 
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men made perfect. Our underſtanding 
and conſcience are on the fide. of wil. 
dom and piety; our paſſions and ha- 
bits, and alas! they are more power- 
ful, are of the party of diſſipation and 
vice. © The fool ſays in his heart 
there is no God;” and men reputed 
wiſe, live as if there were none. 


The unhappy man, whoſe character 


is farther unfolded to us in the text, 


exhibits a moſt affecting example of this 
ſtrange inconſiſtency and ſelf-deluſion. 


Who lo enlightened as Balaam, which 


heard the words of God, which ſaw 
* the viſion of the Almighty?” Who 
ſo blind as the covetous prophet, who 
* loved the wages of unrighteouſnels,” 


whoſe eyes the god of this world blind- 


ed? Hear him ſpeak; the manna of 


heavenly eloquence falls from his lips; 
behold him att, and lo, a fiend from 
hell ſpreading ſnares and deſtruttion. 
Under the control of God, not Moles 
himſelf thinks more affectionately, ex- 
preſſes affection more ardently towards 

Iſrael, 
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: Iſrael, than Balaam. Under the im- 
pulſe of his own paſſions, not Satan 
could plot more malignantly, nor more 
effettually. As the prophet of God, 
who ſo warm a friend? As the coun- 
ſellor of Balak, who ſo dreadful an ad- 
verſary ? In the proſpett of death, who 
more devout? In life, who ſo prolli- 
gate? In judgment and opinion, who 
ſo clear and found? In practice, who 
lo proſtitute and abandoned ? 


In the face of a prohibition, the 
cleareſt and fulleſt that words could 
convey, through the difficulties and 
dangers of a journey the moſt eventful 
upon record, Balaam 1s now arrived at 
Balak's metropolis, K:rjath-huzoth, the 
city of Streets. Greetings, ſuch as may 
be ſuppoſed to paſs between wicked and 
ſelfiſh men, being over, the ſacrifice is 
offered up, and the banquet 1s prepar- 
ed, according to the ſtate of a king, 
and the ſacredneſs and importance of 
his gueſt. The evening being paſſed 
in feſtivity, they retire to reſt: and, 

Vor. IV. Ff sarly 
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LECT. early on the morrow, Balaam permits 
himſelf to be conducted by the Moabit- 
iſn prince into the © high places of 
Baal, that thence he might ſee the 
* utmoſt parts of the people.” Here 
the cloven foot appears at once, Ba- 
laam was too intelligent to believe that 
Baal was any thing; that his ſacrifices 
or high places were any thing: but Ba- 
lak's gold being, indeed, the god whom 
he himſelf worſhipped, it is to him a 
matter of the laſt indifference, before 
what idol the ſuperſtitious - monarch 
bowed down. Reaſon and religion ſay, 
What concord can there be between 
*«* God and Belial; between him that 
* believeth, and an infidel ? Ye cannot 
* ſerve God and Mammon.“ But 
avarice will attempt any thing, ſubmit 
to any thing, commit any thing ; will 
adore the God of Iſrael, or bend at the 
altar of Baal, juſt as it ſerves the oc- 
caſion. Balaam even volunteers in the 
| | ſervice of the idol; feeds the ſuperſti- 
| tion of Balak, which it was his duty 
to have corrected; and, as if there had 
been 
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been ſomething potent and myſterious + ECT. 
: ; VI. 
in the number, directs ſeven altars to — 
be erected, and a bullock and a ram to 

be prepared for a ſacrifice upon each of 


the ſeven. 


Behold how ſoon the reproof of a 
ſpeaking, reaſoning brute, the terrours 100 
of the oppoſing angel, and the admoni- | 
tions of the heavenly viſion, are diſre- 1 
garded and forgotten! Balak is delibe- 
rately ſuffered to remain the dupe of 
his own credulity : he 1s fed with the 
vain hope of triumph, in a way by 
which it could not be atchieved; and 
an attempt 1s impiouſly made to aid 
him in an enterprize, which Heaven 
had repeatedly condemned; and, dread- 
ful to think, this is done, under all the 
awful forms of a religious ſervice; and 
a purpoſe too vile to be avowed, even 
to men, is preſumptuouſly obtruded 
upon the great Jehovah, as if his deter- 
minations were to fluctuate with the 
vile intereſts and caprices of mortals. 
* The ſacrifice of the wicked,” ſaith the 

Ff 2 wiſe 
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wiſe man, is an abomination, how 


— much more when he bringeth it with 


* a wicked mind.” The religion of God 
is, © I will have mercy and not ſacri- 
* fice.” But the leading article of Ba- 
laam's creed, is, Gain is godlineſs:“ 
hence he attempts to ſanction curſing 
andcruelty, under the ſolemn ordinances 


of the bleſſed God. 


We have obſerved formerly, without 
pretending to aſſign a reaſon for it, that 
the number ſeven 1s, through the whole 
of divine revelation, connected with 
many important ideas, inſtitutions, and 
events, in caſes depending on the ſove- 
reign authority of the great God. This 
leads us to conclude, that it has a mean- 
ing and deſign, the knowledge of which 
1s either loſt to the world, or never has 
yet been revealed to man. It cannot be 
for nothing that it preſents itſelf fo often, 
and in ſo many forms, upon the ſacred 
page.—That God reſted the ſeventh day 
from all his work, and ſanctified it that 


on the ſolemn day of the atonement, 
under 
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under the law, the blood of the ſin- offer- 
ing was ſprinkled before and upon the 
mercy- ſeat ſeven times that the altar 
of burnt- offering was conſecrated by 
being anointed ſeven times with the holy 
oil that the conſecration of Aaron to 
the prieſthood, conſiſted of a ſervice of 
ſeven days that the leper was to be 
ſprinkled, in order to purification, ſeven 
times; and after a ſeparation of ſeven 
days, be admitted to his rank as a citi- 
zen that every ſeventh year was or- 
dained a year of reſt, to the land of 
promiſe; and that a revolution of ſeven 
times ſeven years, brought on the jubi- 
lee, or univerſal releaſe—that ſeven 
prieſts, bearing ſo many trumpets, were 
commanded to begin the conqueſt of 
Canaan, by ſeven days encompaſſing 
Jericho; and that, upon the ſeventh cir- 
cuit, and at the ſeventh blowing of the 
trumpet, the walls of that city ſhould 


fall to the ground—that the like number 


of prieſts ſhould be employed to precede 
and announce the removal of the ark, 
when David brought it home ; and, not 

Ff 3 to 
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LECT. to multiply inſtances without end—that 


XVI 


—— the Lamb, which John ſaw in viſion in 


the midſt of the throne, ſhould be repre- 
ſented as having ſeven horns and ſeven 
eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God, 


ſent out into all the earth—that the book 
in the right hand of him who ſat upon 


the throne, ſhould be ſealed with ſeven 
ſeals—that in theſe, and ſo many more 
caſes, which the careful reader of the 
ſcriptures need not have pointed out to 


him, the Spirit of God ſhould ſee meet 


to preſs upon our minds, with ſuch pe- 
culiar emphaſis, this number of per- 
fection, as it has been called both by 
Jews and Heathens, though ve cannot 
account for it, leads to this pleaſing con- 
cluſion That there are in the word of 
God, many precious mines of know- 
ledge, yet undiſcovered; endleſs myſ- 
teries of wiſdom, goodneſs, and love, 
yet to be unveiled; depths of mercy, 
which the capacity of angels has not 
yet fathomed; heights of grace, to which 
the ſeraphim's wing hath not ſoared. Is 


it imagination, merely, to ſuppoſe that 


the 
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the felicity of ſaints in bliſs may conſiſt LECT. 
1 : XVI. 
in diving deeper and deeper into the wu 


plan of redemption ; in tracing its pro- 
greſs, its hiſtory, to its conſummation ; 
in reading this wonderful book, with the 
veil removed from our eyes; to find in 
it all the ſtores of natural, moral, and 
divine truth; in for ever learning, ever 
beginning to learn, the love of Chriſt 
* which paſſeth knowledge ?” I will in- 
dulge the dear, the delightful hope, that 
the period will come, when, taught of 
that Spirit, who is promiſed to © take of 
* the things of Chriſt and ſhew them 
«© unto us,” I ſhall diſcover, in this bleſt 
volume, ten thouſand excellencies to 
which I am now blind; ten thouſand 
truths, of which I have at preſent no per- 
ception; ten thouſand beauties I am 
now incapable of reh{hing.—But to 
return, 


It is no great wonder to find a man of 


ſo mixed a character as Balaam, employ- 
ing altars and victims, according to a 


number and quality long before ſancti- 
E e 4 hed 
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LECT. fied by the appointment of the true God. 
XVI. . 
For all the rites of idolatry, may eaſily 


be traced up to divine inſtitutions. But 
what ſignifies the form, when the ſpirit 
and meaning is loſt > Chemoſh was the 
peculiar idol of the Moabites, as we 
learn from chap. xx1. 29. for Baal, that 
is, lord, was a general term, deſcriptive 
of the whole tribe of deities, and ap- 
plied by every particular nation to its 
reſpective patron; yet we find Balak 
eaſily perſuaded by Balaam to offer ſa- 
crifice to Jehovah, For they that have 
falſe notions of deity, cannot be very 
difficult in their choice of a god; and 
Balak probably was ſo weak as to ima- 
gine, that by this piece of flattery and 
reſpect, the God of the Iſraelites might 
be decoyed from them, withdraw his 


protection, and give them up to the 
{ſword of their enemies. 


Balaam, now the ſacrifice was ſet on 
fire, diretts the king to ſtand by it, in 
ſolemn expectation of its ſucceſs; he 
himſelf withdraws to an © high place,” 


or, 


Al MM . a 
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| 

1 
or, he went ſolitary ; probably to ſome LEES [ 
adjoining clift of the rock, favourable —— 
either to meditation, or the prattice of 
his enchantments; for obſervation of 
any preternatural ſigns that might be 
given, or for a clearer proſpect of the 
camp to be devoted. Nothing aſtoniſhes 
me more than the boldneſs of this re- 
treat. An ill conſcience ſeeks conceal- 1 
ment from the eye of God, in noiſe and it 
a crowd. To what a pitch of inſenſi- 
bility has this man attained, who has the 
dreadful courage to go forth to meet an 
offended God in ſolitude! © And God 
* met Balaam.” In what manner we 
are not told, neither is it of any import- 
ance to know; but it is of importance to 
obſerve that © God's ways are not our 
Ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts.” 
Inſulted in the ſame manner, what man 1 
but would have felt reſentment, and have 
returned inſult for inſult! In nothing, 
Father of Mercies! is thy glorious ſu- _ 
periority more conſpicuous than in thy 11 
gentleneſs and patience. God is not a 


man that he ſhould be ruffled and dif. 11 


compoled, 
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compoſed, nor the ſon of man, that he 
ſhould oppoſe vehemence to vehemence. 
The wrath of man provokes him not, 
the haſte of man urges him not, the tar- 
dineſs of man delays him not, the flattery 
of man ſways him not. 


Balaam has the confidence to advance 
a plea of merit for the ſervice which he 
had performed, in erecting ſo many al- 
tars, and offering ſo many victims, but 
he has not the aſſurance to avow the mo- 
tive, nor directly to prefer the requeſt to 
which 1t plainly led. Without paying 
the leaſt regard to the one or to the 
other, God, the great God, puts the 
word he would have ſpoken into Ba- 
laam's mouth, and ſends him back to 
pronounce it aloud in the ear of Balak, 
and his attendants. I ſee with an honeſt 
ſatisfattion, the diſappointed, mortified 
inchanter, returning with downcaſt eyes, 
ſullen and flow from the ſolemn meet- 
ing: his ſchemes of malignity checked 
and prohibited, all his proſpects of am- 


bition and avarice for ever blaſted; curſ- 


ing 
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ing in his heart that inflexibility of pur- 
pole which he durſt neither attempt to 
alter or oppoſe. I ſee the expecting mo- 
narch in the midſt of his ſeven altars, all 
eye to watch the moment of the pro- 
phet's return ; eagerly anticipating his 
meſſage from his looks, and all ear to 
hear it delivered in articulate ſounds. 


The emotions which filled the hearts of 
both, are to be conceived, not deſcribed, 
when the reluctant tongue of Balaam 
thus pronounced the immutable decree 
of the Holy Oracle, while the aſſembled 
princes of Moab liſtened with ſorrow and 
diſappointment. © Balak, the king of 
* Moab, hath brought me from Aram, 
* out of the mountains of the eaſt, ſay- 
ing, Come, curſe me Jacob, and come, 
* defy Iſrael. How ſhall I curſe, whom 
«& God hath not curſed ? Or how ſhall I 
* defy, whom the Lord hath not defied ? 
For from the top of the rocks I ſee 
© him, and from the hills I behold him: 
Jo, the people ſhall dwell alone, and 
e ſhall not be reckoned among the na- 

„tions. 
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© tions. Who can count the duſt of 
„Jacob, and the number of the fourth 


© part of Ifrael ?"* 


The firſt reflection that naturally pre- 
ſents itſelf, on hearing theſe words, is 
one that has frequently occurred in the 
courſe of theſe exerciſes, and which it 
is impoſſible to repeat too often; How 
wonderful, how tremendous, how irre- 
ſiſtible the power of God, which has 
thus all matter, all ſpirit, at its dif. 
poſal! which can make the dumb aſs 
ſpeak what naturally he cannot, and 
the mad prophet to utter what wicked- 
ly and perverſely he would not: and 


“Hut of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 


lings perfecteth praiſe.” —Mark how 
God brings to nought the counſel of 
the heathen; writes vanity upon the 
counſels of princes, and“ maketh divi- 
* ners mad.“ Thus ſaid Balak ; thus 
did the king of Moab; how poor and 


contemptible, compared to“ Thus faith 


* Chap. xxiii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
| © the 
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* the Lord.” © The enemy ſaid, I will 
* purſue, I will overtake, I will divide 
* the ſpoil: my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied 
* upon them; I will draw my ſword, 
* my hand ſhall deſtroy them.—Thou 
e didſt blow with thy wind, the ſea 
covered them; they ſank as lead in 
* the mighty waters. Who is like un- 
* to thee, O Lord, amongſt the gods! 
“ Who is like thee, glorious in holi— 
* nels, fearful in praiſes, doing won- 
* ders !'* Mark how the {low and re- 
luctant prophecy of Balaam accords 
with the predictions of former times, 
and the hiſtory of periods yet to come. 
* Look up now,” ſays God to Abra- 
ham, © toward heaven, and tell the 
* ſtars, if thou be able to number 
* them: and he ſaid unto him, ſo ſhall 
* thy ſeed be. t And lo, the promiſe is 
more than fulfilled : it is infinitely ex- 
ceeded by the accompliſhment, © Who 
* can count the duſt of Jacob, and the 


* Exod: xv. 9, IO, 11. 


1 Gen. xv. 5. 
* number 
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“number of the fourth part of Iſrael ?" 
Look forward to the days of Solomon, 
when the glory of Iſrael was in its 
zenith, when the deſcendants of the 
men 1n the plains of Moab were multi- 
plied as the ſand on the ſea ſhore; and 
thence riſe higher ſtill, to a greater pro- 
mile, to a better covenant, to the ſpiri- 
tual ſeed of faithful Abraham, increaſed 
to © A great multitude, which no man 
© can number, of all nations and kin- 
* dreds and people and tongues, ſtand- 
© ing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
* palms in their hands; encamped 
not in a fertile terreſtrial plain, but ex- 
patiating through the vaſt regions of 
eternal day, and poſſeſſing, not a land 
flowing with milk and honey, but the 
pure and ſublime delights of the para- 
diſe of God. How I envy Balaam the 
proſpect from the top of the rock! A 
rich champaign country, ſkirted by the 
ſilver Jordan, meeting the diſtant hori- 


* Rev.. vii. 9. 


zon; 
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zon; the tents of Iſrael ſpread out like 
the trees in the foreſt, and covering an 
innumerable multitude; a whole nation 
of men beloved of God, and deſtined 
to conqueſt; the ſpacious tabernacle, 
the habitation of the Moſt High ex- 
panded in the midſt, and the cloud of 
glory, the unequivocal proof of the 
preſence of the great King, reſting up- 
on it. How many objects to delight 
the eye, to ſwell the imagination, to 
elevate the ſou]! No wonder the tongue 
of envy was charmed from its purpoſe. 
But alas! the heart of malice and covet- 
ouſneſs remains unchanged; a cheſt full 
of gold had been to Balaam a fight 
more enchanting. Place him in heaven, 
like Mammon, his father, according to 
the deſcription of our great Poet, his 
attention had been fixed but on one 


object. 


„Mammon, the leaſt erected ſpirit that fell 

« From heaven; for even in heaven, his looks 
and thoughts 

« Were always downward bent, admiring 
more 


% The 
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L . 8 The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden 


6 ; gold, x) | 
„Than ought divine or holy elſe enjoyed, 
« In vifion beatific.“ 


The beautiful view beneath, there- 
fore, was to Balaam what the conjugal 
bliſs of our firſt parents in paradiſe was 
to Satan, according to the ſame great 
Poet; who beholding their pure and m- 
nocent afſection, © turn d aſide for envy,” 
and exclaimed : 


Sight hateful, fight tormenting! Thus theſe 
two, 

c Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 

„ 'The happier Eden, ſhall enjoy their fill 

« Of bliſs on bliſs, while I to hell am thruſts 

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce de- 
lire, 

Still unfulfilled, with pain of longing 


pines.” 


It was a ſpirit, and a ſituation not 
unlike to this, which ſuggeſted to the 
wicked prophet the words of the text ; 
Let me die the death of the righteous, 

* and 
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and let my laſt end be like his!“ LECT, 
Unhappy Balaam! he deſcried from the 8 


top of the rocks goodly tents, in which 
he had no part nor lot; he diſcerned 
the happy eſtate of the righteous, but 
choſe to be a partaker with the ungod- 
ly; he admired and envied the happy 
end of the people of God, but felt his 
own end approaching without hope; 
he ſaw and approved the beauty and 
lovelineſs of virtue; he perſiſted to the 
laſt, purſuing and cleaving to the wages 
of unrighteouſneſs. 


But what, I beſeech you, could dic- 
tate this wiſh to Balaam ? What but a 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible perſuaſion of the 
immortality of the foul, and an ap- 
proaching unalterable ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments ? What but a conſci- 
ouſneſs of having acted wrong, and the 
dreadful knowledge of his being ac- 
countable to a holy and righteous 
God? And is it really poſſible for 


* Verſe 10. 
Vol. IV. G g reaſo n- 


VI. 


— 
— — 


— — 
—_ 2 


* I -w AM 
* " * 


450 HISTORY OF BALAAM. 


reaſonable creatures to fall into ſuch 
groſs abſurdity and contradiction? And 
can there exiſt ſuch charatters in the 
world? Let us bring the caſe home to 
ourſelves. It 1s too evident to need a 
proof, that many indulge theniſelves in 
very unwarrantable practices, whole re- 
ligious principles, notwithſtanding, are 
exceedingly ſound and juſt, Try them 
on the fide of ſoundneſs in ſentiment 
and opinion, and they talk and reaſon 
like angels from heaven: conſider how 
they live, they are mere men of this 
world. . They find a ſalvo for conſci- 
ence, by making a ſort of compoſition 
with their Maker, as ſome men find a 
ſalvo for their integrity, by putting off 
their good- natured creditors with a cer- 
tain proportion of their debt, when 
they are either unwilling, or unable to 
pay the whole. And, with equal inſo- 
lence and preſumption, the one vainly 
imagines that his Creator and Lord, the 
other that his credulous friend may 


think themſelves ſufficiently ſatisfied 


with ſuch partial payments as they 
think 
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think fit to render. Such of God's 
commands they will cheerfully obey ; 
but as to others, why, they will make i 
all the atonement in their power The | 
proud, the ambitious, the covetous, the 
diſſolute, each in a way that ſhall not i 
claſh with his favourite purſuit. One W 
will give his time, another his diligence, R 
a third his money to God, juſt accord- Ii 
ing as 1t 1s the article upon which he Il 
himſelf puts leaſt value, and the con- 
ſcious deficiency he attempts feebly to 
eke out, by faint hopes and half re- 
folves, that ſome time or another he 
will exhibit a more uniform and 


thorough obedience to the will of God. 


When the command is clear and ex- [+] 
preſs, to queſtion and reaſon. on the " 
ſubject 1s rebellion. By this the allegi- 1 
ance of man in a ſtate of innocence was =_ 
aſſailed ; and, liſtening to this, he ſtag- 
gered and fell: Yea, hath God ſaid, 
* ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the 1 
* garden?” When temptation of this 1 


— — — — ” 
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dually come to doubt of every thing, 
and learn to explain away every thing. 
Deliberation and doubt in the face of 
* Thus faith the Lord,” are diſhoneſty 
and impiety: and to attempt to get 
rid of one uneaſy text of ſcripture, is a 
direct attack on the validity of the 
whole. 


When we fee a man ſo intelligent as 
Balaam, duped by his paſſions into a 
train of folly and wickednels ſo groſs 
and palpable, let us look well to our- 
ſelves. The abſurdities into which we 
fall, eſcape our own notice; but a diſ- 


cerning by-ſtander ſees them, ſmiles at 


them, perhaps makes his advantage of 
them. If we are conſcious of the in- 
fluence of any very powerful pro- 
penſity or averfion, it is a juſt ground 
of ſuſpicion, that we may be tempted 
to act unworthily; and it is a powerful 
admonition to watch our hearts nar- 
rowly on the fide of that infirmity 


« which doth more eaſily beſet us.” 


We 
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We ſee in the dying ſtruggles of Ba- 
laam's conſcience, a deep, a rooted con- 
cern about futurity: a concern which no 
one, let him ſay what he will, has been 
able to overcome. His ardent wiſh, 
Let me die the death of the righteous,” 
is the involuntary homage which vice 
pays to piety, Think what way, live 
what way men will, they have but one 
thought, one conviction, one prayer, 
when they come to die. After the plea- 
ſure or the advantage of a wicked action 
is over, who would not gladly get clear 
of the guilt of it? But this is the miſery, 
the profit and pleaſure quickly paſs 
away, the guilt and pain are immortal, 
Could a lazy with or two ſupply the 
place of virtue, all would be well : the 
conſcience would go to reſt, the © ſtrong 
% man armed would keep the houſe.” 
But the very wiſhes of indolence and 
impiety betray their own flimſine[s; and 
Balaam feels his own prayer falling back 
with an oppreſſive weight on his guilty 
head. Let us be inſtructed to mend it 
a little, and ſay with Paul, © None of 
Gg 3 us 
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LECT. « ys liveth to himſelf, and no man dieth 


XVL 


— * to himſelf. For whether we live, we 


live unto the Lord; and whether we 


« die, we die unto the Lord: whether 
« we hve therefore, or die, we are the 
“ Lord's.“ “ © To me to live is Chriſt, 
and to die is gain.” Lord help us ſo 
to live, as to be raiſed above the fear of 
death. Let me fall aſleep in the boſom 
of my heavenly Father, and I ſhall awake 


in perfect peace. 


Happy, unſpeakably happy, they, 
who in reyiewing life, and in the proſ- 
pect of death, can with holy joy and 
confidence adopt theſe words of the 
apoſtle, and ſay, I am now ready to 
be offered, and the time of my depar- 
* ture 1s at hand. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſned my courſe, 
„ I have kept the faith: Hencefotth 
* there 1s laid up for me a crown of 
* righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
* righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that 
* day: and not to me only, but unto all 
* them allo that love his appearing. 


Rom. xiv. 7, 8. 7 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 
| LECTURE 
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REVELATION il, 14. | 


BUT I HAVE A FEW THINGS AGAINST THEE, 
BECAUSE THOU HAST THERE THEM THAT 
HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM, WHO 
TAUGHT BALAK TO CAST A STUMBLING=- 
BLOCK BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, 
TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS, 
AND TO COMMIT FORNICATION., 


1 myſtery of iniquity, which the 
human heart is daily bringing to 1 
light, is as ſtrange and incomprehenſible | 
as any thing in the frame of nature, or | 
in the conduct of Providence. In the 
firſt ſtages of a ſinful career, a ſpectator 
could not conceive, the man himſelf can- 
not believe, the deſperate wickednels to 
which he may in time be brought. The 

| G g 4 latter 
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latter end is ſo very unlike the beginning, 
that it becomes matter of aſtoniſhment 
how the ſame perſon could poſſibly be 
ſo much changed, and by what ſteps the 
man was gradually transformed into the 
devil. Scripture repreſents to us a man 
{ſhrinking with horrour, from a prophe- 
tick diſplay of his own character, and 
an anticipated view of his own conduct 
« What is thy ſervant a dog, that he 
e ſhould do this great thing?“ He 
viewed 1t then, through the calm me- 
dium of reaſon, humanity, and con- 
ſcience; and juſtly reprobated, what 
paſſion and opportunity afterwards 
prompted him to act, without pity or 
remorle. 


The progrels of fin is like that of cer- 


tain difeaſes, whoſe firſt ſymptoms give 


no alarm; to which a vigorous conſti- 
tution bids a bold dehance, and treats 
with neglect ; but which, through that 
neglect, ſilently fix upon ſome of the 


* 2 Kings viii. 13. 


nobler 


HISTORY OF BALAAM, 457 


nobler parts, prey unſeen, unobſerved, 
upon the vitals, and the man finds him- 
ſelf dying, before he apprehended any 
danger. It was but a ſlight cold, a tick- 
ling cough, a ſmall difficulty of breath- 
ing; but it imperceptibly becomes an 
intolerable oppreſhon, an univerſal 
weakneſs, an extenuating hectic, under 
which nature fails; the nails bend in- 
wards, the hairs fall off, the legs ſwell, 
the eyes fink, and the cold hand of death 
ſtops the languid current at the fountain. 
Thus the giddy ſallies of youth, the miſ- 
takes of inconſideration, the errours of 
inexperience, through neglect, preſump- 
tion and indulgence, become, before 
men are aware, habits of vice, conſtitu- 
tional maladies by which manhood is 
diſhonoured, old age becomes pitiable, 
and death is rendered dreadful beyond 
expreſſion. Theſe conſiderations clear- 
ly juſtify and enforce the advice of the 
apoſtle: © Exhort one another daily 
* while it is called to-day ; leſt any of 
* you be hardened through the deceit- 
* fulneſs of fin.”* 


* Heb. iii. 13. 


It 
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If there be a hiſtory and a character 
which, more powerfully than another, 
preſs this exhortation upon the con- 
ſcience, it is the hiſtory and character of 
Balaam, the ſon of Boſor, who taught 
* Balak to caſt a ſtumbling- block before 
* the children of Iſrael, to eat things 
* ſacrificed unto idols, and to commit 
* fornication.” We have traced his 
progreſs from Aram to Moab, and found 
him pertinaciouſly adhering to an im- 
pious purpoſe, with an underſtanding 
clearly informed as to his duty, and a 
conſcience perfectly awake to his ſitua- 
tion. It is unpleaſant, but God grant it 


may not be unprofitable, to attend him 


through the remainder of his wicked 
and abominable courſe. 


Balak, chagrined and diſappointed to 
hear the eulogy of Iſrael, from thoſe 
lips which he had hired to curſe them, 
weakly hopes to change the counſels of 
Heaven, by changing the place of his 
own view : and Balaam wickedly hu- 


mours his fondneſs and credulity. The 
Moabit- 
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Moabitiſh prince aſcribes the rapturous L EET. 
expreſſions of the prophet, to the ful! 


and diſtinet proſpect which he had of 
the camp of Iſrael, and therefore pro- 
poles to view it from a new ſtation, 
whence its extremity only was viſible, in 
the hope that a partial ſurvey of that 
glory might encourage him to blaſt it 
with a curſe, He condutts him accord- 
ingly into the field of Zophim, to the 
top of Piſgah, and another preparatory 
ſacrifice 1s offered up of ſeven bullocks 
and ſeven rams, upon as many different 
altars ; and the hardened wretch has the 
impious boldneſs of retiring a ſecond 
time to meet God on this ungracious 
errand. An anſwer 1s now put into his 
mouth, which levels a mortal blow at 
the hopes of his wicked employer, and 
the wrath of man ſerves but the more 
illuſtriouſly to praiſe God. Who but 
muſt ſhudder to hear ſuch words as theſe 
falling from ſuch a tongue? © Riſe up, 
* Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, 
* thou ſon of Zippor: God is not a man, 
that he ſhould lie; neither the ſon of 

* man, 
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LECT. «© man, that he ſhould repent : hath he 
XVII | 


— © ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Or hath 


6e he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it 
“good ? Behold, I have received com. 
% mandment to bleſs: and he hath 
ce bleſſed, and I cannot reverſe it, He 
* hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither hath he ſeen perverſeneſs in 
© Ifrael : the Lord his God is with him, 
* and the ſhout of a king is among 
* them. God brought them out of 
Egypt; he hath as it were the ſtrength 
* of an unicorn. Surely there is no in- 
* chantment againſt Jacob, neither is 
there any divination againſt Iſrael : 
* according to this time it ſhall be ſaid 
© of Jacob and of Iſrael, What hath God 
* wrought ! Behold, the people ſhall riſe 
e up as a great lion; and lift up himſelf 
* as a young lion; he ſhall not lie down 
until he eat of the prey, and drink the 
* blood of the ſlain.” *—© Happy is that 
* people that is in ſuch a caſe; yea, 
happy is that people, whoſe God is the 
„Lord. | 
* Numb. xxiii. 18—24. 


+ Pſalm cxliv. 15. 
The 
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The time would fail to go into a par- 
ticular detail of the events which juſtify 
this noble prediction. But we ſhould do 
it infinite injuſtice to reſtrict its meaning 
to one particular nation, to tranſitory 
purpoſes, or to temporal events. It1s glo- 
riouſly deſcriptive of the unchangeable 
faithfulneſs, the undeviating truth, the 
almighty protection, the immoveable 
love of God to his people. It ſpeaks 
the bleſſedneſs of the man *© whoſe tranſ- 
greſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is co- 
* vered. The bleſſedneſs of the man 
* unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
* iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is 
no guile.”* It expoſes the impotence 
of Satan, and of all the enemies of their 
ſalvation. It exhibits the final triumph 
of the church of God, through the 
great Captain of their ſalvation, who 
unites in his perſon, among other won- 
derful extremes, the character of © the 
Lamb ſlain, to take away the fins of 


* the world,” and of the © lion of the 


®* Pſalm xxxii. 1, 2. 


© tribe 
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vas > 60 tribe of Judah,” the great hon, who 


Ca lifteth up himſelf, © and ſhall not lie 


* down, until he eat of the prey, and 
* drink the blood of the ſlain.” And, it 
prefigures their laſt joyful encampment 
in the heavenly plains, where the ſhout 
of a king ſhall be for ever heard among 
them, and the glory of the Lord ariſe 


upon them, to ſet no more. 


This deciſive anſwer ſeems for a mo- 
ment to have quaſhed the hopes of Ba- 
lak, and he is now diſpoſed to com- 
pound with the prophet for total ſilence. 
Neither curſe them at all, nor bleſs 
„them at all.““ But O, the obſtinate 
perſeverance of the carnal mind in a 
ſinful courſe! After all he had feen and 
heard, he returns a third time to the 
charge, and dreams of another ſtation, 
a repeated ſacrifice, and an altered pur- 
poſe. How mortifying to think that 
good men are ſo much ſooner weary of 
well-doing, fo much more eaſily diſcou- 


*Verſe 25. 
raged 
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raged from the purſuit of duty. But LECT. 


though Balaam gave directions for the 


building of new altars, he can no longer 
be the dupe of his own ſinful wiſhes 
and magical arts, and therefore dares 
not to have recourſe to them again. 
Such 1s the awful, ſuch the glorious 
power of God! Magicians may for a 
little while amuſe themſelves, and de- 
ceive others, by their inchantments ; 
but Aaron's rod at length ſwallows up 
thoſe' of Egyptian wizards; and Ba- 
laam 1s at length conſtrained to re- 
ſign his fruitleſs arts, and to acknow- 
ledge the finger of God from the top 
of Peor, where Baal was worſhipped. 
He again ſurveys the tents of Ifrael, 
where Jehovah reſided, and charmed, 
by the proſpect, from his malevolent 
deſign, ſeems to give cordially into the 
views of that ſpirit who ſpake by his 
mouth. And when Balaam ſaw that 
it pleaſed the Lord to bleſs Iſrael, he 
* went not as at other times, to ſeek for 
* inchantments, but he ſet his face to- 
ward the wilderneſs. And Balaam 

lift 
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„lift up his eyes, and he ſaw Iſrael 


* abiding in his tents, according to their 


e tribes; and the Spirit of God came 
% upon him. And he took up his pa- 
„ rable, and ſaid, Balaam, the ſon of 
% Beor, hath ſaid, and the man whoſe 
* eyes are open hath ſaid: He hath 
« ſaid, which heard the words of God, 
* which ſaw the viſion of the Almighty, 
falling into a trance, but having his 
* eyes open: How goodly are thy tents, 
* O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O 
* Ifrael! As the valleys are they ſpread 
“forth, ag gardens by the river's hide, 
as the trees of lign-aloes which the 
* Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees 
beſide the waters. He ſhall pour the 
© water out of his buckets, and his ſeed 
„ ſhall be in many waters, and his king 
„e ſhall be higher than Agag, and his 
* kingdom ſhall be exalted. God 
brought him forth out of Egypt, he 
* hath as it were the ſtrength of an 
* unicorn: he ſhall eat up the nations 


ca his enemies, and ſhall break their 
bones and pierce them through with 


his 
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te his arrows. He couched, he lay down 
* as a lion, and as a great lion: who 
„ ſhall ſtir him up? Bleſſed is he that 
6 bleſſeth thee, and curſed is he that 
* curſeth thee,”* 


Our chief object at preſent being to il- 
luſtrate the character of Balaam, and to 
improve it, we are to conſider his pro- 
phecy chiefly in that view, abſtracted 
from the great and glorious truths which 
it contains. And we obſerve, firſt, That 


it behoved him now to be convinced by 


ſo many ſucceſſive and correſponding 
revelations, of the ſteady, determined 
purpoſe of Heaven, in favour of Irael. 
In ſpite of all his ſubterſuges, after all 
his turnings and windings, he finds him- 
ſelf {till brought back to the ſame point; 
a language 1s forced upon his tongue 
which his heart rejected, a glory is 
ſpread before his eyes, which excited 
only envy and ſorrow : and this renders 
his after conduct more unaccountable, 


* Chap. xxiv. I---9. | 
Vol. IV. H h odious, 
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LECT. odious, and criminal. Indeed it is a 


XVIL. a 1 
complicated tranſ. oreſſion, containing ſo 


many circumſtances of aggravation, that 
we ſhould be tempted to doubt its exiſt- 
ence, did not melancholy experience 
too frequently e the poſſibility 
of it. / 


We obſerve, ſecondly, That truth is 
not injured by being conveyed through 
an impure channel, and therefore ought 
not to be rejected on that account. In- 
deed 1t rather confers a higher luſtre 
upon ft, juſt as hypocriſy pays the moſt 


honourable compliment to'true religion, 


by aſſuming its ſacred habit and form. 


The word of God ſhall not fail of its 


effect, though Balaam, or though Satan 


ſpeak it. It may do good to others, 
while he who bears it 1s injured, not be- 
nefited. And ſurely, when we hear ſuch 
divine ſentences coming from ſuch un- 
hallowed lips, a holy jealouſy will be 
kindled, a holy watchfalneſs inculcated 
on all who bring the meſſages of God 
to others; as the e great Apoſtle of the 

8 . Gentiles 
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Gentiles felt and expreſſed, When he 


ſays, I keep under my body, and bring 
it into ſubjection: leſt that by any 
* means, when I have preached to 
* others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt 


wy away 7 * 


We are led, thirdly, to obſerve and to 
lament how rarely fine talents and ample 
means of doing good are in the poſſeſſion 
of an honeſt, benevolent, and ſanctified 
heart! The elevation of genius too ſel- 
dom aims its flight to the feet of the Fa- 
ther of Lights, © from whom cometh 
* down every good gift and every per- 
e fet;” and affluence is frequently 
abuſed, to increaſe that miſery which it 
was given to reheve. But then, ſurely, 
men are likeſt God, when enlargement 


of underſtanding, and plenitude of 


power, obey the calls of goodneſs, and 
ſtrive to diffuſe more widely the gifts of 
an indulgent Providence ; and that be- 
nevolence is the moſt exalted, which 


* ix Cor. ix. 27. 
H h 2 aims 
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aims at the higheſt good, and ſeeks to 


promote intereſts that are immortal. 
What then muſt be the malignity of that 
heart which, in Balaam, perverted the 
ſoundeſt underſtanding, disfigured and 
miſled the fineſt abilities? How dark and 
diſmal that unfeeling paſſion, which ſeru- 
pled not to devote a whole nation, for 
the ſake of a little ſilver and gold! How 
greatly do men err in the eſtimation 
which they make both of their own qua- 
lities and thoſe of others! Thoſe of the 
head are the objects of univerſal admira- 
tion, the ſubject of univerſal praile ; 
thoſe of the heart are lightly eſteemed, 
and do not always eſcape cenſure. But 
apply the balance of the ſanctuary, and 
what a reverſe! A little humility out- 
weighs a great deal of learning; faith as 
a grain of muſtard ſeed preponderates 
againſt a mountain of gold ; and charity, 
though with the ſimplicity of a child, 
brings down the ſcale, againſt the wit of 
men, and the eloquence of angels. By 
all means covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, 
though they fall to the lot of but a few; 
but 


RT 
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but rather cultivate the more precious LECT, 
| XVII. 
graces which God conferreth liberally ——-— 
on all that aſk him. Whatever you ſo- 
licit, whatever you receive, ſee that you 
have the bleſſing which ſweetens, which | 
ſanctifies, which ennobles, which im- 


proves 1t. 


Finally, we may obſerve the dreadful 
miſery of that man whoſe heart and head 


— are at variance; whom inclination drags 
- one way, and conſcience another; who 
j lives with a drawn {word continually 
; hanging over his head by a ſingle hair; 
. for ever doing what he 1s conſtrained for 
t ever to condemn ; and reluctantly ready 
] to execute the judgment of God upon 
- himſelf, What diſmal and unpleaſant 
$ progreſs muſt he make, who ſees an angel : 
5 in arms oppoſing him at every ſtep, and 
7 whoſe way is hedged about on every fide 
L with thorns of his own planting ! 


Balak can now refrain no longer, but 
ſmiting together his hands, in a rage ex- 
claims, I called thee to curſe mine ; | 
t H h 3 * enemies, | | 


„ 
A — — : 
* ”- 
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LECT. © enemies, and behold thou haſt altoge- 
cker bleſſed them theſe three times: 
| « therefore now flee thou to thy place: I 
* thought to promote thee unto great 
* honour, but lo, the Lord hath kept 
* thee back from honour.”* An expotf- 
tulation of no pleaſant complection en- 
ſues; for what is the friendſhip of bad 
men, but a commerce of intereſt, a con- 
federacy that aims only at ſelf, and it 
concludes on the part of Balaam with a a 
prediction clearer, fuller, and more 
pointed than ever, of Iſrael's glory and 
Moab's downfal: And he took up his 
<* parable and ſaid, Balaam, the ſon of 
* Beor, hath ſaid, and the man whoſe 
e eyes are open hath ſaid : he hath ſaid, 
* which heard the words of God, and 
* knew the knowledge of the Moſt High, 
* which {aw the vifion of the Almighty, 
falling into a trance, but having his 
* eyes open: I ſhall ſee him, but not 
e now: I ſhall behold him, but not nigh: 
there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, 


* Verſe 10, 11. 


*© and 
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© and a Sceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, 
% and ſhall. ſmite the corners of Moab, 
“and deſtroy all the children of Sheth. 
* And Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion, Seir 


* allo ſhall be a poſſeſſion for his ne- 


* mies, and [frac] ſhall do valiantly. 


* Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall 


* have dominion, and ſhall deſtroy him 
* that remaineth of the city. And when 
e he looked on Amalek, he took up his 
* parable, and ſaid, Amalek was the firit 
© of the nations, but his latter end ſhall 


* be that he peniſh for ever. And he 


looked on the Kenites, and took up 
his parable, and ſaid, Strong 1s thy 
e dwelling-place, and thou putteſt thy 


*© neſt in a rock; nevertheleſs, the Kenite | 


« ſhall be waſted until Aſshur ſhall carry 
% thee away captive. And he took up 
* his parable, and ſaid, Alas, who ſhall 
te hve when God doeth this !'* 


The burthen of this prophecy hes evi- 
dently a two fold object, the one improv- 


* Chap. xxiv. 1523. | 
H h 4 ing 
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ing upon, riſing above, and extending 
beyond the other. Its primary and 


nearer object, David, God's anointed 


king, to cruſh the power of the enemy, 
and Moab in particular, and to perfect 
the conqueſt of the promiſed land. Its 
ſecondary and more remote one, though 
firſt in point of importance, © Jeſus, the 
* root and offspring of David.” In the 
one, Balak ſaw the death of all his earth- 
ly hopes, the approaching dominion of 


a hated power, eſtabliſhed on the ruins 


of his own country. In the other, Ba- 
laam beheld the ruin of all his proſpects 
beyond the grave; a light that ſhould 
ſhine but to conduct him to the place of 
puniſhment ; a ſtar that ſhould ariſe to 
ſhed the mildeſt influence on others, but 
only to breathe peſtilence and death 
upon himſelf; a Ruler who ſhould ex- 
erciſe univerſal dominion, but who, while 
he preſided over his willing and obedient 
ſubjects in mercy and loving-kindneſs, 
ſhould rule rebels like him, with a rod 
of iron. Indeed if Balaam had any pre- 
ſentiment of a Saviour when he uttered 


this 
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this prophecy, as is highly probable, his 
character is the moſt deteſtable, and his 
condition the moſt deplorable that can 
be imagined. Unhappy man, with one 
breath preaching the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt to a guilty world, and with the 
next, teaching the arts of ſeduction, to 
enſnare the innocent. In words exult- 
ing in the greateſt bleſſing which God 
had to beſtow upon mankind, but dread- 
fully conſcious to himſelf, that he had 
wilfully rejected the counſel of God 
againſt himſelf, With all the weight and 
importance of the ſoul and eternity be- 
fore his eyes, but this world ſtedfaſtly 
enthroned in his heart; a prophet, yet 
a reprobate, deſcending to the grave 
with the blood of thouſands upon his 
head. 


The twenty-fifth chapter of Numbers 
contains the hiſtory of the ſtumbling- 
block which © Balaam taught Balak to 
„ caſt before the children of Ifrael, — 
to eat things ſacrificed unto idols, and 


cc to 
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* * * to commit fornication,”* and of its 
w— dreadful ſucceis. As a prophet he 
could not hurt Iſrael ; but as a politi- 

cian, he unhappily prevails. He was 

well aware where their ſtrength lay; 

and unfortunately, it appears, he had 
likewiſe diſcovered. their weak fide. 

Their God could not be prevailed on 

to withdraw his protection; but may 

not they be perſuaded, or allured, to 
change their allegiance ? This will do 

the work of Satan equally well. Iſrael 

was now at eaſe, with the promiſed land 

under their eye, and part of it already 

in their poſſeſſion. They were fluſtied 

with recent victory, aſſured of divine 

| protection, and thereby confident of 
farther. ſucceſs. A ſituation full of 
danger; for then, when our mountain 
| ſeems to us to ſtand moſt ſtrong, we 
f are moſt eaſily liable to be moved, caſt 
down, deſtroyed. Balaam accordingly, 
deep read as he was in the book of 
human nature, ſuggeſts to Balak the 


| 


Rev. ii. 14. 


diabo- 
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diabolical counſel of attempting to de- 
coy the people. into idolatry by means 
of female inſinuation and. addreſs. The 
experiment is made, and fatally. ſuc. 
ceeds, And it is this counſel which 
ſtamps the character of Balaam with 
infamy indelible ; as it exhibits a diſſo- 
lution of moral principle, tobe equalled 
only by him who 1s a murderer from 
the beginning. 
* 
Think what it is to adviſe a father 
to expoſe his daughter to proſtitution: 
think what it is to deviſe and to encom- 


paſs the death of one fellow- creature, 


who has never offended us: think of 
. the malice which aims its deadly ſhaft, 
not at the body, but at the foul; think 
of the preſumption which flies directly 
in the face of the great and terrible Je- 
hovah, and defies his power: and then 
think of a vile wretch, recommending 
the proſtitution of a whole nation: in 
cold blood plotting the deſtruttion of 
myriads; and what is worſe, infinitely 
worſe than any temporal evil, remorſe- 

| leſsly 


— — — — 
— — — — — 


LECT. 
X VII. 


XVII. 
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LECT. leſsly involving them in guilt which 
wx=— threatened eternal rum: and all this 


under the character of a prophet, whoſe 
office bound him to call the people 
away from their wickedneſs, and to fave 
periſhing ſouls from death ; and all for 
what? © For ſo much traſh as may be 
s graſped thus.” Baſe paſſion, what 
canſt thou not make us do? © Surely 
* the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked; who can 
* Rn. it 7; 


The hiſtory of Iſrael's ſeduction, in 
conſequence of Balaam's horrid advice, 
falls not within our preſent deſign, and 
we are forbid by decency to purſue it. 
The guilt of this fatal defection coſt no 
leſs than twenty-four thouſand lives of 
them who died of the plague, beſides 
thoſe who ſuffered by the hands of juſ- 
tice. So horrid are the ſacrifices which 
pride, ambition, and covetouſnels, are 
daily offering up! So dreadful the 
havock which ungoverned paſſion makes 
amongſt the works of God !—But ſhort 

18 
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is the triumph of the moſt ſucceſsful - 


ECT, 
XVII. 


villainy : remorſe embitters the enjoy. w—_ 


ment of it, and juſtice haſtens to bring 
it to a period, 


In the very firſt attack made upon 
Midian, we find Balaam in arms, ſup— 
porting his pernicious counſel by the 
ſword ; but 1t cannot proſper; Midian 
1s diſcomfited on the firſt onſet, and the 
hoary traitor falls unpitied in the field, 
leaving behind him a name to be de- 
teſted, and deſpiſed of all generations, 
while one 1ota or one tittle of this 
book of God remains. | 


We ſhall have attended, however, to 
the hiſtory of this ſingular man in vain, 
unleſs we learn from it the infinite dan- 
ger of being under the dominion of any 
one ungovernable paſſion; and unleſs 
we are perſuaded to watch over, to 
reſiſt, and to ſubdue, the fin which 
“ doth ſo eaſily beſet us.” Of little 
avail is it that our vice is not the vice 
which governed, inſnared and ruined 

Balaam, 


LECT. Balaam, if it alienate the heart from 


XVII. 
— 
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God, diſſolve the obligations of reli- 
gion, «diſorder the underſtanding, and 
lull the conſcience aſleep. One diſeaſe 
for another, one vice for another, is 
but a miſerable exchange. If the pa- 
tient muſt die, it will not alleviate one 
Pang, that he periſhes by the fever 
rather than the hydropſy, the conſump- 
tion, or any other diſtemper. 


The unreſtrained dominion of any 
one ſinful appetite muſt become fatal at 


length. Covetouſneſs, pride, luſt, envy, 


malice, revenge, are the mortal diſ- 
tempers of the ſoul, which, perhaps in- 
ſenſibly, but moſt certainly, are impair- 
ing its beauty, and waſting its ſtrength. 
„ Luſt,” whatever be its particular 
name, © having conceived, bringeth 
* forth fin; and fin, when it is finiſh- 
ed, bringeth forth death.” Inſtead, 
therefore, of amuſing or perplexing 
himfelf with enquiries into the general 
ſymptoms of diſeaſe, 1t concerns every 
man to ſtudy his' own particular caſe; 

tO 
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to watch againſt © the fin which doth L. ECT: 
e ſo eaſily beſet him;“ to keep himſelf uw 
from hs iniquity; to diſcover, and to 
rectify the diſorder of his own conſtitu- 
tion, „the plague of his own heart.” 
That where he 1s naturally, or by habit, 
weak, he may become ſtrong, © through 


© the grace that is in Chriſt.“ 


Let us be inſtructed to value quali- 
ties, whether natural or acquired, not 
from their currency and eſtimation in 
the world, but from their appearance 
in the fight of God. As the heavens 
* are higher than the earth, ſo are my 
* ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.“ © By 
« him actions are weighed.” By his 
judgment we muſt ſtand or fall. Has 
Heaven blefled thee, O man, with 
extraordinary gifts? Let it be a mo- 
tive to humility, not a ſource of 
pride. It is a truſt of which thou muſt 
render an account; and * to whom 


* Iſaiah lv. 9. 


men 


LECT. 
XVII. 


480 HISTORY OF BALAAM. 


* men have committed much, of him 
* will they require the more.” If he 
who buries his one talent in the ground 
be criminal, what ſhall become of that 
man who diſſipates and deſtroys ten in 
riotous living? 


There 1s but one road to a happy 
end,—a holy life. There is but one 
ground of hope, in death, to a guilty 
creature—the mercy of God through 
a Redeemer. Abraham ſaw the Sa- 
viour's day afar off, believed and re- 
Joiced. , Balaam ſaw it afar off, per- 
ſiſted in impenitence and unbelief, and 
died without hope. On the one, * the 
* Star of Jacob” darted a mild and 
healthful influence, which cheered the 
path of life, and diſpelled the horrours 
of the grave. On the other it ſhot a 
baleful fire, which drunk up the ſpirits, 
blaſted preſent enjoyment, and increaſed 
the gloom of futurity. Ariſe, O 
Star of jacob, ariſe upon my head 
with healing in thy wings! Let me 
walk in thy light; let me © haſten to 

© $he 
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the brightneſs of thy riſing !” 
Chriſtian, © ariſe, ſhine : for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord 
* 1s riſen upon thee.” © Beloved, now 
* are we the ſons of God, and it doth 
* not yet appear what we ſhall be: but 
* we know that, when he ſhall appear, 
ce we {ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
„him as he is.““ For ye are dead, 
* and your life 1s hid with Chriſt in 
* God. When Chriſt, who is our life, 


* ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo ap- 
e pear with him in glory.” 


* 1 John ili. 2. 


t Col. iii. 3, 4. 
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